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As we approach the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz , it seems an appropriate time to reflect upon the events of the 2nd world war. With that in mind, critically discuss and respond to the idea that evil can be explored through the practice of semiology? 

 
According to (longman Dictionary of contemporary English) :
ngman Dictionary of Contemporary English the term evil and I quote ‘AD
 someone who is evil deliberately does very cruel things to harm other people .

with this in mind it makes me question many things 

1)what actions were there and could of deemed the systematic approach of Auschwitz evil ??also what is the main signifiers in relation to this time 

2)in relation to the semiology what affect has that had on the German and Jewish cultures 
to this day? And has it got any justification behind to be considered a symbol that could represent evil.
Ok so first of all very briefly what was Auschwitz? 
Auschwitz was a Nazi concentration camp in Poland, located near Oswiecim in the south of the country, Nazi Germany Annexed this part of Poland at the start of World War Two
Auschwitz was made up of many camps. It was built in response to mass numbers of Jewish poles that were being arrested and that filled existing prisons to beyond capacity. Most of the camps had three sections within: a prison camp, an extermination camp, and a slave-labour camp. Of the forty plus Camps there are some that are still standing in Poland today. Here, people of opposing mentality were brought to ‘cure’ the race of humanity according to what I perceive of the Nazi culture where sits a underlining need to feel superior to others stronger and naturally rising above the weak 
- Die ganze Natur ist ein gewaltiges Ringen zwischen Kraft und Schwache, ein ewiger Sieg des Starken über den Schwachen.
Which translates as
The whole of Nature is a mighty struggle between strength and weakness, an eternal victory of the strong over the weak.

— Adolf Hitler
This was a quote from Hitler but What did He mean by this ? was this seen as speeding up the evolutionary chain or just a statement to reinforce his authority of the human race did he see himself as a ‘godly figure’ that had a duty to ‘fix’ what the race has become , what he disagreed with and the difference with what he thought of was ‘strong and pure’ correct in his own mind did he actually convince himself that he was doing the right thing which makes me question his mental state with in his choices he made with what seemed like very little remorse after all  he was a very intelligent man mixed but with what I can only refer to as questionable mental illness possible drug use combined with such drive and power and influence he could easily be considered to be thought of as a very dangerous man one without boundaries and one thirsty for power to reinforce and exacerbate any impulse or emotions he has .Anything opposed to his plan and that he thought of as not conducive to his expansion and desire to his campaign and didn’t fit his ideology of the “The Aryan race” were and have been classed as disposable .this being threating to a huge amount of people that didn’t fit the demographic .thousands of people died and suffered though his desire to be the purist race and his lack of Remorse was highly overshined by the passion of creation of the ‘Aryan’ people of this nature where so highly desired for the future sustainability of the longevity of their ideologies that he so strongly believed in they lost all remorse for any sufferers of these actions carried out to find perfection.
 The Aryan race in his mind that were considered purist and the strongest, he saw these as the superior race of all.  They all had attributes that Hitler deemed ‘perfect’ they were that they had blond hair, light coloured skin, and blue eyes. he then went to grave measures beyond what could be imagined to dispose of the people that didn’t fit the ideal. He did this in mass volumes throughout the concentration camps in Poland and throughout occupied Europe.
My thoughts are a statement of comparing his strength to nature which itself is the most powerful force with every element being capable of mass destruction or mass growth, which in his actions and ideology he displayed within his attempt to create and become a puppet master of the human race a force of nature within himself. For many years he succeeded he created a political dictatorship to his own benefits of his beliefs determining who should live and die playing a Diety by sending anyone that wasn’t to Auschwitz Berkenow, these camps were made to house political prisoners until the ‘final solution’ was initiated. The people that were put there, were people of all ages and genders it was public officials, trade unionists and homosexuals as well, not just Jewish people, there was slave labour, torture, gassing and medical experiments conducted in these buildings day and night for many years during the war. These actions and events that happened in my opinion can easily be deemed as evil, to take natures power and ignorantly enforce the choice or the stealing of some ones free will for their own benefit, or is it a demand to show the stature he created for himself and enforced on both enemies natives and friends alike. Was he so convinced that what he was doing was for the greater good but with him doing this, his actions caused so many suffering and pain. There was huge disregard of the human rights of those who suffered at this time at the hands of Hitler`s regime. Great pain and torture was made over his ideology of a ‘perfect race’ and whole family lines removed from existence. 
, 

Well it boils down to perception of the time.

The Jewish vs German perception 

On the one hand the Nazi perception was to build a superior race to self-evolve humanity towards what they perceived perfect. It was their attempt to speed up and control the direction of evolution to suit their manufactured ideology they were attempting genetic engineering and selective breeding. So with this in mind the Nazi perception wasn’t thought of as evil, but a necessary requirement of the people of the time. There was an 'out of sight, out of mind' approach to the everyday German person and their families. The Nazi culture was bred from every angle, all influenced by the Nazi regime. They achieved this by taking over every advertising media they had available, taking over the radio stations, and media and broadcasting in public spaces and workplaces alike, pushing their views across the generations. They did this while keeping the concentration camps very hidden from the German population but boosting their political views across in every way possible. This media attack successfully brought a tainted view on the Jewish population. Where signs of what the Germans saw as a symbol of hope evolving, became signs of fear and anguish in the Jewish population. 
They slowly dehumanised the Jewish population so that the German public were desensitised to their mistreatment and suffering, there was widespread ridicule and misguided victimisation of the Jewish population across the generations of the German public with graffiti and caracutures surviving to this day as evidence of the general opinion of German citizens
So what were some of these semiotics that once had meanings of peace and that then became far from that meaning. What are they commonly known to represent in this time period and regime? what was the main signifier to identify Hitler`s ‘brand’….this of which Hitler made sure it was represented everywhere to reinforce his message .

instantly the first iconic symbol and the highest that was used by Nazi Germany is the Swastika symbol.
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Swastika Symbol
The Swastika is one of the most poignant symbols of the second world war, but where did it originate from? 

The Swastika is a historical symbol from before the Nazis formation. In Buddhism, it was seen as good fortune and hope; it was used in many different forms and can be found across the world in various temples and monasteries across a broad scope of religions and beliefs. For the Nazis to adopt something which was thought of as positive symbol only strengthened their ideology of what they were hoping to achieve.  In using this image, it was seen at the time as a positive message, but for the generations later, it is viewed as one of ‘evil’; hugely swaying from its original signifier. From an advertising point of view, from that time around the second world war this was a genius move I mean this from a rebranding mindset. In using an iconic and hardly used symbol of what was thought of as pure and good, but with some slight differences from the Buddhist symbol that was known before the Nazis existed and by taking on a image that already is linked to a positive message in historical texts across the world to again reinforce his ideology in a small but powerful way, Hitler and his regime were able to manipulate and direct public opinion
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As you can see in the above image, the Buddhist symbol is flat and mostly gold and reds with some orange were used. In Buddhist statues its been seen to sit in the centre of the Chest subtle but very visible, a much more relaxed icon which differs from the Nazi`s harshly eye catching tilted red and white swastika.  Who would have thought a slight tilt on a symbol could have a huge cultural impact on what we know and believe to be today? And now is known more for its connotations to a dark place and time in history than from where it originated quite the opposite. There were many symbols used at this time that were used both in Judaism and Nazi Germany. As briefly stated before, the swastika was one of the mediums used to “brainwash” the German population as it was plastered everywhere from street corners and political rallies and flooding the population via the media playing in work places literally echoed everywhere and he used every avenue he could and explore d all forms of propaganda to expand his regime . On the other hand Jewish symbols were hidden as their culture slowly became more underground, due to the suppression during the German reign of that time. The identification and hate spread by the identification of the Jewish people enforced the divide.  They hoped to strengthen the Nazi regime they achieved this by making them wear this star of David which was used to manipulate thousands of people to believe that these people who were forced to wear this mark identifying them were the ‘enemy’. This was also achieved by reinforcing the message through the distribution of advertising leaflets throughout towns and cities across Germany enforcing the Nazis ideal of the perfect race and what is a threat to that ideology. Examples of this are shown below. On the left is the badge and on the right is an example of a leaflet that was issued throughout Germany around that time.
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With this in my mind it brings me to a conclusion the swastika has a huge influence and meaning as a representation of the evil doings of Hitler and his Nazi regime during his time of power, and due to the constant over advertising and widescale use of the swastika. The brainwashing and constant media and radio broadcasts, political endorsements and also leaflet drops on a prolific scale in the German communities and towns now stand as an representation of an iconic symbol of that era a signifier of a catastrophic amount of depraved and inhumane events arranged with evil motives. However in his eyes he is just fulfilling his purpose as self imposed diety. Hitler`s plan to form the ‘perfect race’. And instigate the final solution, were as at the time in the 1940s he used it as a sign of hope for the German people, a sign of strength that he wanted to portray and it worked at that time, due in no small part to his use of his chosen imagery.  However later it became a representation of a catalogue of evil acts and still holds that reputation to this day, it is now regarded as racial hatred and a symbol of slavery  mutilation and human rights violations,  In my opinion rightly so.  There were so many wrongs that occurred at that time that we now find abhorrent and just by the simple symbolism that it portrays, the bold but striking colours used to grab the people`s attention for his cause have now as history proves found themselves representative of such a deep and complex radical time period where such destruction was caused however such an iconic episode in our history can be represented by the simple design of the swastika and that now is associated with such evil. On the flip side of this. the Star of David can be looked upon with great empathy and sympathy for a harsh unnecessary  and frightening reality of that time for the Jewish faith. The swastika brings fear regret pain anguish and anger all stemming from a series of evil events over a period of time in our history that really did change the course of life as we know it resulting in symbol that is now a prime example of a simple design can have so much meaning a feeling behind it can be deemed as evil through a systematic ideology because of its history and what. It represents
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