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 Section B Question 1. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the article ‘Peace Movements in Wales 1899-1945’ (Welsh History Review, Vol 10, No3, 1981, p.401) Kenneth Morgan states:
 ‘A careful examination of the political response in Wales to the South African War leads irresistibly to the conclusion that the bulk of articulate, measurable opinion in Wales was strongly pro-war ‘. 
In reference to August 1914, the same author claims: 
‘The overwhelming mass of the Welsh people cast aside their political and industrial differences, and threw themselves into the war with gusto’ - Rebirth (Oxford: OUP, 1981), p. 159. 
Allowing for the context around which these statements are made, how do you reconcile the sentiments expressed with the impression of Wales and Welsh people as being anti-Boer War, even pro-Boer, in 1899, and also possessing distinctly pacifist inclinations at the outbreak of war with Germany in 1914? The level of war enthusiasm and the extent to which pacifism prevailed in Welsh communities has been a recurring question within the historiography of ‘Wales at War’, so as well as reference to Kenneth Morgan you will need to refer to other historians holding similar or contrasting views on the subject matter.

This essay will look at two wars from Welsh and British history known as the Boer War and First World War, to argue whether or not Kenneth Morgan was correct in saying that Wales was a country of people who had supported both wars and that there was no opposition. The essay will be spilt into two sections, the first looking for a counter argument to the Boer War and discussing its opposition with the Pro Boer movement developed by Lloyd George and other Liberal leaders, but also will be looking to add validly to Morgans statement through the eyes of other historians such as AJP Taylor, Peeling and John Ellis. The same will be investigated for whether Wales was supportive and pacifist or not during the First World War and look for evidence that questions their patriotism towards the cause. Here historians such as John Davies, Ellis and Graham Jones will be discussed to add validity to Morgan’s statement or add an argument against it. Pre- concluding thoughts to this piece are that Wales was not anti-War, however there has to be room for opposition to their allegiance to the British Empire.
With the belief that Wales was in support of the Boer War, there has to be a consideration into the politics surrounding the period in question, as Wales during this time is strictly in support of Liberals, due to them being rewarded with concessions such as land reform by the Liberal Party for their loyalty and patriotism in 1880.[footnoteRef:1] Although there was a divide within their party with figures such as Ellis Griffiths, Lloyd Morgan and Brynmor Jones being Imperialist,[footnoteRef:2] others such as Lloyd George, Herbert Lewis and Keir Hardie were anti-imperialist.[footnoteRef:3] This opposition within the Liberal party was seen as early as 1894 as Lloyd George and Herbert Lewis led a revolt against the Liberals. [footnoteRef:4] With this said, however it is suggested that Lloyd George was not strictly anti-imperialist as he had believed that Transvall and the Orange Free State would become British.[footnoteRef:5] The significance of this suggests that there may have been party politics that prompted the birth of this anti imperialistic movement against the Boer War. Politics show Robert Bird was removed from his position in Cardiff for being Pro Boer. [footnoteRef:6] It was known that anyone in support of the Boers within South Wales during this time was seen to be committing political suicide, and arguably the majority of South Wales had rejected the Pro Boers as there are other examples of leaders such as R D Burnie being rejected posts in Swansea due to their Pro Boer views.[footnoteRef:7] What can also be added to this discussion is the thought that Wales were in line with a theme Ellis calls Subordination to the English, and Lloyd George and Keir Hardie use this struggle of English dominance over the Welsh to relate this to the war on the Boers.[footnoteRef:8]Moreover, the success of this anti-imperialist movement within the Liberal Party was fairly limited as Lloyd George had only gained the Caernarvon District with Keir Hardi gaining Merthyr.[footnoteRef:9] However, an interesting point that has to be considered is the controversy surrounding Keir Hardi winning the vote in Merthyr, it is believed to have been won not for his stance on being Pro Boer or as an antagonist for the war, but that he was the Liberals only alternative from D.A Thomas.[footnoteRef:10] So what this suggests is that the Pro Boer work taken out by individuals such as Lloyd George and Keir Hardi, may not have actually gained the support due to their political belief and movement, although Peeling had stated it was hard to get statistics on how people in Wales were feeling about this movement.[footnoteRef:11] With this said it is more justifiable to agree with a statement by Kenneth Morgan which suggests that enthusiasm for support of the Boer’s as a people was idyllically a myth within Wales.[footnoteRef:12] However, Wales had been tarnished with a reputation after being supportive of the Liberals in the Khaki Election which resulted in an image of pro Boer.[footnoteRef:13] Although most of the Welsh Liberals were imperialist, a small percentage were Pro Boer, 5 out of 32 roughly, so the war did not feature in this election and things such as land ownership and other economic and industrial factors took stage.[footnoteRef:14]But to reiterate the point, they were seen as Pro Boer due to this split within the party. [1:  K. Morgan, ‘Peace Movements in Wales’ Welsh History Review (1981)P. 400.]  [2:  H. Peeling, ‘Wales and the Boer War’, Welsh History Review, (Vol 14. No.4, 1969), pp.363-65. P 363]  [3:  K. Morgan, Wales and the Boer War- A Reply’, Welsh History Review, (Vol 14. No.4, 1969), pp.367-80.]  [4:  K. Morgan, Wales and the Boer War- A Reply’, P.369.]  [5:  K. Morgan, Wales and the Boer War- A Reply’, P.370.]  [6: K. Morgan, ‘Peace Movements in Wales’, P. 402.]  [7:  K. Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People, (University of Wales Press: Cardiff, 1995).
 P. 51.]  [8:  J. Ellis, “The Methods of Barbarism” and the “Rights of Small Nations”: War Propaganda and British Pluralism, A Quarterly Journal Concerned with British Studies, (Vol 30, No.1, 1998), pp.49-75. P. 59.]  [9:  H. Peeling, ‘Wales and the Boer War’, P.363.]  [10:  K. Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People, P.56]  [11:  H. Peeling, ‘Wales and the Boer War’.]  [12:  K. Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People, P.56.]  [13:  J. Ellis, “The Methods of Barbarism” and the “Rights of Small Nations”: War Propaganda and British Pluralism, P. 60.]  [14:  ed. Lowry David, The South African War reappraised, (Manchester University Press: Manchester).
P. 223, and K. Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People, P. 51.] 


Attitudes to the war were different in North and South Wales, and there is also a suggestion that the Pro Boer movement was a minority within Wales and resided in the rural North.[footnoteRef:15] The North was not as prosperous as the South due to the industrial wealth South Wales was providing for Britain and further support can be gathered as it is known that the industrial areas of Wales were Anglicized and in support of imperialism. Rural areas of the Welsh heartland were Welsh speaking and against the rule of the Anglican Church, as these were non conformists. Although, what has to be considered is that even in rural areas of Wales there was divide between three councils , Cardiganshire, Merionth and Anglesey Liberals on whether to be for the war or not.[footnoteRef:16] With this said there was no unification within rural Wales to be distinctively anti-war or Pro Boer, further example of this is seen when Lloyd George provoked violent demonstrations against himself and his beliefs;[footnoteRef:17] although the non-conformists were the main drivers behind the Welsh Pro Boer movement as it wanted to tackle the arrogance of British chauvinism.[footnoteRef:18]In terms of the problems surrounding the Pro Boers in Wales religion also has to be considered, as the Pro Boers also wanted to attack the authority of the Church of England within Wales.[footnoteRef:19] Although what has to be considered here is the fact that this election was fought on the promises of church disestablishment , land reform and education for the Welsh which saw the interest of the war taking a back seat.[footnoteRef:20] However, within Morgan’s article he states that there was some belief within Wales that they had sympathised with the Boers over Anglo Saxon Rule. With this said it is plausible to suggest that the Pro Boer movement within Wales had some support, although this would have been masked either way by the government at the time, as for one the political responses in general were pro war, and also that anti-war movements were fairly limited during the 19th Century.[footnoteRef:21] However, sympathy came about from the concentration camps and the barbaric way the empire was treating the Boers.[footnoteRef:22] With all these factors considered it can be seen why Morgan assumes his assumption of Wales being pro war. So what is beginning to become apparent within the politics surrounding Wales and the Boer War is that there was area of opposition to the War with the Liberal divide; however there is other suggestions that it was more to do with party Politics and jockeying for positions within the Government rather than Wales holding sympathy towards the Boer peoples. [15: K. Morgan, Wales and the Boer War- A Reply’, P. 369. ]  [16:  K. Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People, P.52.]  [17:  Ibid.]  [18:  J. Ellis, “The Methods of Barbarism” and the “Rights of Small Nations”: War Propaganda and British Pluralism, P.59.]  [19:  Ibid.]  [20:  K. Morgan, ‘Peace Movements in Wales’, P. 402.]  [21: K. Morgan, ‘Peace Movements in Wales’, P. 401.]  [22:  K. Morgan, Modern Wales: Politics, Places and People, P.47.] 

In correlation to this, what has to be further investigated in this piece are Wales’ perceptions on the First World War whether they were pacifist to the war or in agreement with the statement within this question. What has become apparent having read secondary materials surrounding this debate is that there was a question mark placed over the Welsh people on their patriotism with regards to the War. Davies believes that Wales lacked sympathy in Victorian values and to add to this pressure there was a decline in the Welsh language which was also causing Wales as a nation to understand its place within Victorian society.[footnoteRef:23] As the Empire and the dominance of being British was highly rewarded, with this belief genuinely resonating from being English rather than Welsh. This decline in values may have well led the miner’s strike of 1915 which had developed an argument that the Welsh were not patriotic due to the need for coal that was heavily contributing towards the war.[footnoteRef:24] What is known about this strike is that it was called for an increase in wages, however this strike during a period surged in fighting a war, can offer an explanation as to why attitudes in Wales may have looked unpatriotic and largely pacifist. Joseph Shaw attacked those miners who demanded more wages through the medium of them being unpatriotic.[footnoteRef:25] This statement seems to be highly controversial when investigating if Wales was pacifist and unpatriotic during the war due to this being an economic factor and not a question of patriotism as one sees it as. Further evidence that contradicts this statement is shown when Stanton who was known as a advocate for unrest, stated that Wales’ support for the war was filled with enthusiasm and the statistics to back this up shows that 40% of miners enlisted in the army and even the South Wales Mining Federation supported a notion for an hours extra work for the national cause.[footnoteRef:26] So, clearly the strike of 1915 was fuelled by miner’s wages rather than questions of patriotism, and this ultimately comes down to miners wanting their wages to coincide with their war effort of working extra hours, and taking a decrease in public holidays such as Whitsun week , to help fight the national cause.[footnoteRef:27] Furthermore, the coal owning authorities were seen to be profiting also from this increase in work, and to attack Welsh patriotism for demanding more wages during this time, is arguably false and to some extent can be seen as a play by these parties to label the Welsh as unsupportive of this war to defend themselves possibly over the profits they had been making from their work. This is exemplified in the wage war the miners were fighting with the coal owners. This evidence is seen as colliers wages were dependant on how much output they contributed to, and with this pressure for an increase in wages it becomes apparent that it would cost the coal owners more in terms of productivity which during times of war would add to further external factors within the country.[footnoteRef:28] What has to be remembered here is that prior the First World War there was a bitter relationship between both worker and owner in the coal industry and this discontent was not caused by the war,[footnoteRef:29] but further highlighted the key elements in addressing why there was this apparent opposition to war. Further consideration into why Wales could have been seen as anti-War is that prior the war the miners who at this time had a crucial role to play due to the demand for coal during wartime were refusing to report for work, possibly due to the stance that they had on competing in European conflicts. This heightened the stance of strong coal mining areas of South Wales such as Aberdare and the Rhondda valleys in support of peace movements being organised by Labour members to quell the discontent of war.[footnoteRef:30]What is significant about these areas is that they were the providers of the admiralty,[footnoteRef:31] which caused a serious problem in defining Welsh patriotism and also a problem in sustaining a war effort. This leads the whole scenario regarding Welsh patriotism as an economic factor rather than that of the Welsh being unsupportive of the war. In support of this point, it can be said that this was the case as it was believed from the start of the war that Wales would be opposed due to the discontent that was deriving from industrial problems,[footnoteRef:32] more than genuine opposition to the war. There is also evidence from Clydeside that can be used to sum up Welsh feelings towards their demands and this comes from David Kirkwood who was a member of the Clydeside Workers Committee who stated that “patriotic sentiments…cloak low paid labour”.[footnoteRef:33] This adds to the crux of the matter that this belief from Welsh miners for better wages was not localised within just Wales and that the adverse effect of war had contributed to other areas of the United Kingdom. [23:  J. Davies A History of Wales, (Penguin Books, 1990) P.508.]  [24:  A. Mor-O‘Brien, ‘Patriotism on Trial – The Stroke of the South Wales Miners’ Welsh History Review,(Vol 12 No 1,1984/5), pp 77-104. Page 76.]  [25:  A. Mor-O‘Brien, ‘Patriotism on Trial – The Stroke of the South Wales Miners’, P. 88.]  [26: A. Mor-O‘Brien, ‘Patriotism on Trial – The Stroke of the South Wales Miners’, P. 86.]  [27:  A. Mor-O‘Brien, ‘Patriotism on Trial – The Stroke of the South Wales Miners’, P.90]  [28:  A. Mor-O‘Brien, ‘Patriotism on Trial – The Stroke of the South Wales Miners’, P. 78.]  [29: J. Davies A History of Wales, P. 508.]  [30:  J. Davies A History of Wales, P. 85.]  [31:  Ibid.]  [32:  K. Robbins, The Abolition of War, (University of Wales Press: Cardiff, 1976) P. 76.]  [33:  Ibid.] 

 In retrospect this can be used as an argument to Morgan’s statement in Rebirth, however what this had done was to add to tensions regarding the influence the syndicalist movement had on Wales. As syndicalists viewed this period pre the First World War as a period of great unrest and this was supported by the Chief inspector of mines in 1911.[footnoteRef:34] This has generally been supported by historians such as Dangerfield, and they have even gone as far as saying that Britain would have undergone a national strike if it was not for the outbreak of war in 1914.[footnoteRef:35] This theory would obviously argue against that of Morgans belief, and to an extent seems plausible in the bigger picture regarding perceptions on war. To support this there only has to be a small analysis of the amount of major strikes and riots such as the one in Tonypandy in 1910, to see that South Wales was a hot bed in terms of discontent against the governments in office, which gives justifiable reasoning as to why support for war may have well been pacifist due to this factor. Although this theory of syndicalism may well have its place in historical debate and analysis for this piece, it holds a fairly irrespective notion as it would mean labelling working class miners as unpatriotic due to their commitments in fighting a class war seem highly unlikely during a period of total war. It seems unethical to think that political matters between miners and government would cause a lack of fighters.[footnoteRef:36] To counter act this the government is seen as rewarding those who are working under government contracts by offering them special badges to insure they are given the correct label as  patriotic even if they are not fighting in the war as soldiers.[footnoteRef:37] [34:  K. Robbins, The Abolition of War, P. 83.]  [35:  Ibid.]  [36:  Ibid.]  [37:  K. Robbins, The Abolition of War, P.87.] 

 However, there is an argument to counter act this belief as Davies puts it, Welsh Labour was in support of German values politically due to Germany having the largest socialist movement in Europe. So it would be conceivable to think Wales were in opposition to war , although this belief was only supported by a small fraction and did not last long as the coal miners were contracted to support the admiralty to provide coal for the navy.[footnoteRef:38] What is beginning to become apparent within this analysis is that Wales comes across as anti-war and opposed to the war effort due to their struggles within the industrial context over political matters. However, this cannot be concrete as there is evidence that suggests Wales was eager and supportive of the war as the by-election of 1915 showed that Welsh eagerness for the war was going beyond party politics due to socialism embracing international socialism to fight the war.[footnoteRef:39] This embracement of international socialism was first promoted by Keir Hardie, but was mocked, however in 1915 Stanton won the vote during the by election showing the eagerness for war.[footnoteRef:40] [38:  J. Davies A History of Wales, P.510.]  [39:  J. Jones, The History of Wales, (University of Wales Press: Cardiff, 1998) P.135.]  [40: J. Davies A History of Wales, P. 510.] 

To conclude, the two wars themselves offer a wide range of interpretation into how Wales perceived war as a nation, and distinctively how the social and economic structures of the country would also have a say in how they deal with the war. In regards to the Boer War, there is sufficient evidence to agree with Morgan’s statement, and this comes down to two main factors. The first factor being that the anti-war and Pro Boer incentive was limited in Wales as it held no credence as a united front against the war. Secondly the success the movement had could be viewed in a controversial manner as an example of this is seen with Keir Hardie’s fruition of Merthyr as there is a lack of evidence that this was duly due to the Pro Boer initiative in the area. In regards to the First World War, Morgan’s statement is rather controversial, as it is no denying that Wales held some sort of support for the war effort; however the miners’ strike of 1915 stands out, as this highlighted the industrial problems facing Wales and the government in regards to wages and exploitation. The evidence discovered when analysing this piece clearly shows, that Welsh miners were patriotic and supportive of the war, however due to their exploitation by the coal owners, this created a myth that they were unpatriotic. With this said, Wales did not throw away all political problems and issues regarding the industrial sector as the strike is evident of that, however Morgans statement can be viewed as being correct to an extent, as Wales did show passion and drive to help fight the war effort. In summary the two statements regarding the wars were controversial in their own way, however they can be viewed as reliable to an extent, although further investigation will be needed to understand how the people of Wales had viewed these wars, as Peeling had previously stated this factor was hard to gain statistics for.
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