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THEMATIC BASED

Thematic based learning involves using a «Eheme
Eo generate exploration Ehrough Ehe eyes oF
several diFFerent subjects? 2. whilst using Ehis
approach may work well Eo moktivate children, iE
is imperative For Ehe Ehemes Eo be chosen weall
and For Ehe objective skills Eo be planned For
careFully in order Eo avoid Ehe learning
becoming limiEed by unclear aims and Eenuous
links®),

SETTING THE CONTEXT

The Following learning activities are designed For a year six
Class whose learning is currently being developed in a cross

curricular approach Ehrough Ehe Eheme oF space.

Throughout Ehis Eopic, Ehey have been looking in detail at
Tim Peake's space expidition, which in Eurn has lead Eo Ehem
being given Ehe challenge oF planning and recording Ehe evenl:s

OfF Eheir own space adventurea.

ACTIVITIES

Lesson one

- children To decide which planet Ehey would like Eo
go to.

- They will research online For speciFic inFormation
aboukt each planet in Ehe solar system.

- They will Ehen collate Ehis inFormation and share
Eheir ideas in groups.

Teacher INput: support given in research
Eechniques, supporting Ehe learners Eo select
credible sources.

Laesson Ewo

- The children will Eake part in a class debate on
which planet is Ehe best one Eo Eravel Eo.

- They will Eake iE in Eurns Eo share Eheir Ehoughts,
whilst critically evaluating Ehe points shared by
Eheir peers..

- They will Ehen use Ehis discussion Eo supportE Ehem
in writing a persuasive letter Eo elon musk, Ehe
chieF executive oFFicer oF skAceX, outlining which
planet Ehey would like Eo plan Eheir expedition Eo,
giving justiFication For Eheir choice.

Teacher inpukt: Provision oF a word bank will provide
learners with speciFic vocabulary Eo support Ehem
iNn Forming Eheir peruasive arguments.

SKILLS
DevelLOoORPeD

Liceracy

> oracy: peveloping and presenting

iNnFormaktion and ideas.

> Reading: Locakting, seleckting and

using inFormaktion.

> wriking: organising ideas and

inFormation®.

NuUumeracy

> Devell:u:nrlg numerical reasoning:
identiFy pPDcesses ‘and connections,
reprasantc and communicakte.
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againskt Ehose ;

From oEher goups. They will

observe which was Ehe FasteskE

and which was Ehe slowest,
considering whuy.

- This will lead EhemEo consider how
Ehe eFFectE oF gravityg and air
resistance can have an eFFecktE on
Ehe speed oF an object.

- The children will Ehen use Ehe
spacecraFkt sop app™ on irPads Eo
view Ehe spacecraFtE used
currently Eo explora our solar
system, applying Ehe knowledge
Ehey have learned as Ehey

consider Ehe

reasoning behind Ehe designs ofF
Ehe various spacecraFts.

Teacher inpukt: Teacher will use
questioning o support children in
Eheir reasoning.
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INTER-DISCIPLINARY

INEer-disciplinary cross-curricular learning occurs when a shared
learning experience resules in a childs skills im Ewo or more subjects
being developed, beFore Ehey are Ehen creatively inEertwined by
uEilising Ehe skills and knowledge oF each subjectE Eo produce a

creative outcome®.

SETTING THE CONTEXT

Following on From Ehe previous lessons, Ehe children have been on
a visit Eo an exhibition™ in cardiFE museum, exploring Tim Peake's space
capsule as well as experiencing his descent back Eo eartEh using
virtual reality Eechnology. This has led Eo Ehem being inspired

Eo share Eheir own space adventures with oEhers, considering

also how Eechnology may support Ehem in doing so. in Ehese series oF
lessons Ehe children will use Ehe contEextE oF having landed on Eheir
chosen planets Eo create a video diaryg recording Eheir Findings From

akt NaASsA.
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ACTIVITIES

Lesson one
> childhen will use Eheir researching skills

Eo collect detailed inFormation on Eheir
C|‘I.I:ISEI_I planet.

> They willEhen represent Ehis
iNnFormaktion on charts and graphs,
comparing £Ehe data Eo Ehak oF okeheaer
planets. These graphs will be used as visual
aids Eo support Ehe delivery oF Eheir
video diaries.

Teacher inpukt: use oF questioning Eo
support learners.

Lasson Ewo

> The children will use writing Eo plan what
inFormation Ehey will be sharing in eEheir
video diaries ,planning how Ehis will be
communicated.

> The children will Ehen record Eheir video
diaries.

Teacher input: modelling oF writing
strategies to support

planning.

Assessment: peaer and saelF-assaessmeaent.
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engaging in discussion prior Eo writing can support learners in Ehe
ackt oF writing®®, Ehis may be because purposeFul activities Ehat
4 Lo involve speaking and listEening support a child's language development,
-..'_ LR oA - Ehus providing a Foundation For ERinking©. However, writing may in
' AR Eurn supportE a child in Easks involving oracy, as writing can be used
Eo EransForm and shape one's EhoughtEesel

Lasson Ehree

> The children will work in
groups to record Eheair
descent back Eo earth,
utilising green screan
Eechnology Eo supportE Ehem in
communicakting eFFectively Eo
Eheir audience. They will use
Eheir prior knowledge Eo
inForm Ehem how Ehey might
respond Eo Ehe various
elemaents oF Ehe journeay,
including breaking Ehrough Qe
earths acmosphere.

Teacher inpukt: The children will
have been taught Eo use
green screen technology imn a
previous lasson.

DID YOU KNOW?™
ASssaessment For learning has
been described as being central
Eo Ehe developmenkt oF literacy
and numeracy skills®,




