Edward Ellis holy lance encyclopaedia entry
The Lance of Longinus, more commonly known as the Spear of Destiny or the Holy Lance is a saintly relic that is associated with both Saint Longinus and Jesus himself. The Holy lance was originally referenced in John Chapter 19 verse 34 which stated that “one of the soldiers pierced his [Jesus] side with a spear and at once blood and water came out[footnoteRef:1]”. This occurrence was a critical event in the central theology of the Christian religion as it shows that Jesus is fully human and that he can bleed when stabbed. To link with this is the fact that the holy lance has been revered as a very important, sacred relic in Christian tradition.  [1:  The HarperCollins Study Bible revised edition, Ed. Harold W. Attridge, (New York 2006) P.1851] 

[bookmark: raymond5]Following the death of Jesus and the role that the Holy Lance played in the Crucifixion, the next key event involving the Lance happened in the First Crusade and the Siege of Antioch in 1098. During the Siege of Antioch, the Crusaders discovered the Lance before an impending battle with Kerbogha of Mosul. This discovery is documented in at least three sources from the era: The account of Raymond d'Aguiliers; the account of Peter Tudebode; and an unnamed Gesta. These accounts all show the Holy Spear being discovered in a near identical manner, whereby it was discovered buried under a church by a man called Peter Bartholomew who received visions of St Andrew who told him where to dig[footnoteRef:2]. This version of events is broadly similar across all three versions of the story that exist in the modern day, and all serve to tell the same story in which the central protagonist of the Seige of Antioch is the Holy Lance as it, in essence saves the day. One key difference that separates the account of the Peter Tubedode from the unnamed Gesta and the account of Raymond d’Aguiliers is the fact that the Peter Tubedode’s account mentions another priest who also received visions was also involved in the discovery of the Holy lance. Peter’s inclusion in the account from Peter Tubedode is important because he a role he later plays in the Tubedode account is also described in the unnamed Gesta and the account of Raymond d’Aguiliers but in both of those accounts the role is not attributed to any one person.  [2:  DRM Peter’ The Battle for Antioch in the First Crusade (1097-98) according to Peter Tudebode’ https://deremilitari.org/2013/11/the-battle-for-antioch-in-the-first-crusade-1097-98-according-to-peter-tudebode/ [accessed 19.4.23]
] 

This is because when the Crusaders sallied forth out of the city of Antioch, many of the knights that were present claim to have witnessed visions of saints riding with them, notably Saint George, Saint Mercurius and Saint Demetrius.[footnoteRef:3]  This shows that the siege and subsequent Battle of Antioch in 1098 is a key event in the history of the Holy Lance because it  is one of the most important examples of a miracle performed by the relic. These events at the Siege and Battle of Antioch are important to the history of the Lance of Longinus because it shows the importance and use of the relic. Contrary to other relics associated with saints which are commonly used to heal people, the Lance of Longinus is used in war and as a weapon. With this distinction in mind, it is key to understand what makes a relic a relic. Encyclopaedia Britannica defines relics in the religious sense as “the mortal remains of Saints…any object that has been in contact with the saint”[footnoteRef:4]. Note that this definition does not go as far as stating that the holy relic must serve a function of healing.  [3:  August C. Krey, The First Crusade: The Accounts and Eyewitnesses of Participants, (Princeton, 1921) PP. 182-5 https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/cde-antioch.asp#gesta5 [accessed 19.4.23]]  [4:  Editors of the Britannica, “Relics” https://www.britannica.com/topic/relic  [accessed 19.4.23]] 

Although many of the first-hand sources of the crusades describe the Holy Lance’s function during the crusade as a weapon that summons a ghostly army led by saints, it is not clear if this actually happened. When looking at the Crusaders sally forth from the gates of Antioch it is important to remember that they had been under siege by the army of Kerbogha of Mosul for a long period of time during which their food supply had decreased significantly, on top of this when Stephen, the priest who was with Peter Bartholomew when he found the lance, also claimed that Jesus had commanded them to fast for three days before the sortie.[footnoteRef:5] This lack of food and nutrients may have influenced the crusaders into seeing the Saintly army led by Saint George, Saint Mercurius and Saint Demetrius. It is also possible that the three days of fasting performed by the crusaders could have been used as a form of propaganda. Therefore, instead of portraying the reality of the situation in which the crusaders were staving to death during their time under siege of Antioch, the authors of the sources portrayed the crusaders not eating as a form of religious act to work hand in hand with the religious aspect of the first crusade. This action would have served to influence people in Europe because it would show that the crusade was a holy war blessed by God. This idea is also reflected in the fact that the story of the siege of Antioch includes the Holy Lance and that the lance plays an important role in the siege and battle of Antioch. This ties into the descriptions of the ghostly army led by Saint George, Saint Mercurius and Saint Demetrius that was witnessed by the crusaders when they attacked Kerbogha of Mosul. [5:  DRM Peter’ The Battle for Antioch in the First Crusade (1097-98) according to Peter Tudebode’ https://deremilitari.org/2013/11/the-battle-for-antioch-in-the-first-crusade-1097-98-according-to-peter-tudebode/ [accessed 19.4.23]] 

The key saint associated with the Holy Lance is Saint Longinus. This is where the Spear of Destiny receives it’s more academic name of the Lance of Longinus. Popular Christian legend believes that Saint Longinus was one of the Centurions present at the crucifixion of Jesus and was the man who stabbed him in the side as described in John chapter 19:34.[footnoteRef:6] Christian legend often also names the Roman officer who proclaims Jesus as the Son of God in Mark chapter 15:39 however, the in the Bible a name is never given for the Centurion who proclaims this or pierces the side of the Jesus.[footnoteRef:7] Due to the fact that popular Christian lore has Saint Longinus depicted and described as a Roman Centurion, the Holy Lance is often described as a roman spear or Pilum. This is interesting to note because the most famous version of the relic that survives to this day shares very little resemblance to a Roman Pilum. The version of the lace in question is the Holy Lance that exists in the Vienna Imperial Treasury. Information is hard to find on this version of the Spear of Destiny although it has seemingly been broken into two pieces and is held together using a sleeve of metal gold. This would show the significance and importance of the Holy Lance. This particular version of the Lance of Longinus has allegedly been owned by many famous people throughout history such as Charlemagne, Constantine and Otto the Great.[footnoteRef:8] The Holy Lance has often been thought of being a powerful weapon that can impact the shape of war and many famous victories have been attributed to its ownership. This idea can be traced back to the Siege and Battle of Antioch in 1098 in which the Crusaders were joined in a sortie out of the city by a ghostly army led by Saint George, Saint Mercurius and Saint Demetrius.  [6:  Thomas Asbridge ‘The Holy Lance of Antioch: power, devotion and memory on the First Crusade. Reading Medieval Studies, XXXIII. pp. 3-36. P. 4 ]  [7:  Theresa Doyle-Nelson ‘St Longinus: A saint for Conversions’ https://www.ncregister.com/blog/st-longinus-a-saint-for-conversions [accessed 19.4.23]]  [8:  Museum Replicas ‘https://www.museumreplicas.com/the-spear-of-destiny’ [accessed 19.4.23]] 

When the Crusaders were joined by the heavenly army led by Saint George, Saint Mercurius and Saint Demetrius it is important to note that the saints that Saint George, Saint Mercurius and Saint Demetrius, like Longinus, were all soldiers who were venerated as saints. Unlike Longinus Saint George, Saint Mercurius and Saint Demetrius were all martyred for their faith, their appearance during the Sortie from Antioch links back to the idea of the accounts of the Siege of Antioch as the Crusaders had most likely put themselves in the mindset of prospective martyrs who were about to meet their death gladly. This would explain why the Lance of Longinus plays such a prominent role in the time spent by the besieged crusaders because it is an act of foreshadowing for the fate that the crusaders believed themselves to be about to receive. This would be because the Lance of Longinus is associated with death due to the role it played during the Passion and Crucifixion of Jesus Christ and it’s subsequent association with war due to its ownership by Charlemagne and Constantine. This violent association is in direct contrast with the vast majority of other saintly relics because saintly relics are more often associated with their healing miracles. The fact that many saintly relics are associated with healing and are claimed to have preformed healing miracles can be seen as an attempt for people to create associations between the various saints and Jesus Christ himself. It would be possible to do this though healing miracles because all of the miracles preformed by Jesus Christ were to do with healing and were not violent. With this in mind it would be easy to say that the Lance of Longinus is unique among relics as it alone has preformed miracles that have harmed more people than healed. However, it can be argued that when Kerbogah of Mosuls Siege of Antioch was broken by the numerically inferior Crusaders charging out of the city, the outcome was reminiscent of a Biblical miracle, namely the feeding of the five thousand. On the surface this idea may not make sense, but it must be remembered that during their final charge out of Antioch the crusading force was hungry and close to starvation. Following the defeat of Kerboga of Mosul the crusading army was able to plunder the camp of the routed army and “obtain many items essential to their welfare”[footnoteRef:9]. This shows that the crusaders victory which was, influenced by the Lance of Longinus, is reminiscent of the feeding of the five thousand because it is an example of food being distributed to a large amount of a population who thought that they were not going to eat. This shows an example of the Lance of Longinus preforming a miracle that helps heal instead of just preforming an act of war.  [9:  DRM Peter’ The Battle for Antioch in the First Crusade (1097-98) according to Peter Tudebode’ https://deremilitari.org/2013/11/the-battle-for-antioch-in-the-first-crusade-1097-98-according-to-peter-tudebode/ [accessed 19.4.23]] 
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