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Part one 



In Iceland and similar countries, it is very significant that children play outdoors during their childhood. Government papers express how outdoor learning is beneficial for a child in their development. According to Norodahl and Johannesson (2013), there has been an emphasis, contained within the curriculum guidelines, on the benefits of outdoor learning environments allowing a child to explore and understand the positive lessons which can be taught through nature. Their analysis further explains that outdoor learning allows a child to participate in exercise and live a healthy lifestyle. Ensuring better wellbeing of children through using nature and the outdoors. There has been a continuous focus in Iceland on outdoor learning for children all ages, especially children ages six to sixteen who have the opportunity to play and socialise outdoors during the school day. The benefit of outdoor learning varies depending on the subject and individual teacher and how they use nature as a learning environment.  According to Oladottir (2008) there has been a rise in teachers using the outdoors as a teaching method, it has been recorded that in the capital, Reyjkavik 70% of schools use the outdoors reasonably. (Oladottir, 2008, cited in Noradahl and Johannesson, 2014)


Adapted from:
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391 -406. 

























Part 2a



The following essay has a focus on forest schools. The following definition was created by the Forest school Network (2005). 

It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment
(Forest School Network (2005) quoted in O’Brien and Murray (2006) p.6)

According to Murray and O’Brien (2006) people are concerned that children in school do not experience an adequate amount of nature like their parents. They believe that this is due to parents being worried of the dangers of nature and perceive indoor learning as a safer alternative. Ward Thompson, et al (2004) research suggest that if children do not go and learn outside when they are young, they will not when they are older, resulting in a child being excluded from the physical and emotional benefits of nature. Hindering them in their natural development, preventing them in acknowledging the benefits of nature.  It is understood that there is a complete contrast between indoor learning environments and outdoor learning environments, both with advantages and disadvantages to a Childs development.  The Welsh Government (2009) continue to encourage teachers to utilise forest schools in their own school, with a focus in foundation phase allowing a child to develop alongside nature. 
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Part 2b

Blogger URL: 
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/4802359604514014196/1399311574116470313





Part 3

The article has a clear focus on the debate if students in Wales are educationally inferior compared to England.  Emma Smith (2005) compared schooling in Wales with Northeast England, which appears most similar in population size and prosperity with Wales and further investigates the gender gap in Welsh schools. The purpose of the article by Smith (2005) “Schooled to Fail? The underachievement debate in Wales” is to give a Welsh perspective, highlighting and identifying the key issues with the continuous argument. The author attempts to raise awareness of this issue, highlighting globalisation in today’s era, with every country attempting to outperform each other. 

Throughout the article the author provides a wide range of tables and statistics which allows the reader to understand the scale of the debate. The University of Reading (2022) explain that when writing the author should follow an outline to ensure they complete the aim of the work and keep focus. Smith (2005) provides many tables such as the “Economic activities rates” (Smith,2005, p.87) to allow the reader to understand how the economic aspect of both countries plays a role. It appears however not all the statistics are relevant to the initial argument. Smith (2005) investigates the contribution of the economy and goes into further detail on closure of technology company in Wales. The author does not direct this information back to the debate and concludes that it does not contribute to the investigation of Welsh schools, making the reader question the relevance of this data, highlighting inconsistencies within the article. Godfrey (2013) expresses the value of having specific direct sources of information to your topic, which strengthens your investigation. Having the correct sources validates your claim, and investigation. 

The article is written in a subjective emotive tone, the author attempts to appeal to the reader from the beginning with the use of the first-person plural pronoun “our” (Smith, 2005, p.84). This creates a sense of community, allowing a reader to connect with the article on a personal level. However, the author does keep to a formal tone throughout. Cottrell (2019) suggests that emotive language appeals to the reader on an intimate level, creating a sense of bond between the reader and the article. 

The author writes from a Welsh perspective with the aim of mainly comparing Wales to England, arguing that comparing Wales to Northeast is more of a balanced debate as they a similar in prosperity and population size. The argument throughout could be deemed consistent but there are trends of irrelevancies within the individual arguments within this section of the article. It could be suggested that the author attempts to portray Wales in a better light. The author places emphasis on the difference in GCSE results between Wales and Northeast to establish that Wales is “superior” (Smith, 2005, p.88) when comparing this data. Also, the author discusses aspects in the new National Curriculum and Vocational post-14 qualifications but within the argument only provides the evidence for Core GCSE subjects (Smith,2005). This surfaces questions on the relevance of these points to the original debate, demonstrating inconsistencies within the authors arguments, this does create suggestions of bias. Suggesting that the author would like to portray Wales in a good light regardless of the lack of evidence. 


Throughout the article the author makes constant reference to the terms “underachievement” (Smith 2005 p.84) and “low achievement” (Smith 2005 p.93). The author indicated that one of the major issues with the debate is with the use of terms and their meanings. Yet it appears that the author fails to provide the reader with a clear definition of these terms and how they differentiate. This could further cause confusion when debating this issue, but no clear terms are defined in the article. If definitions were included the authors arguments may be more understood which would strengthen the argument. According to Eales-Reynolds et all (2013) it is vital before writing that the author understand and is clear about the topic, if definitions were established at the beginning, we could assume that a clear focus would have been held throughout. 


According to the University of Liverpool (2022) a good essay provides accurate information to support each claim which ultimately allows the author to achieve the purpose of the piece. The author does, provide both side of arguments when debating a specific aspect of the subject. This is highlighted when the author discussing gender performance in schools. The author uses two different academics to argue both sides to the interpretation that boys preform to a lower standard than girls. This is significant as using two conflicting views the author evaluates the argument and its contribution. Cottrell (2019) strongly advises author to take multiple viewpoints in their work and analyse them, different viewpoint contribute to the strength of the investigation and conclusions. However, the author concludes this section indicating that there is “no convincing evidence” (Smith,2005, p.92) in this aspect of the debate to conclude that there are any major developments. This allows the reader to question the relevance of this section of the article. Day (2018) expresses that to achieve in academic writing being precise with data and information is key, concluding this section of the article explaining that there is a lack of conclusive evidence, makes us question the relevance and why the author has spent time analysing the data which has little authority. 

To conclude, throughout the article the author attempts to investigate the debate, by recognising the issues with the argument and further investigating certain aspects. The authors overall argument was consistent, but the scope of this investigation is endless which causes some of the individual arguments to appear irrelevant. If the author was to narrow the article to a single aspect of the debate, it could be assumed that the author would not have strayed from the initial aim and purpose of the article. A recommendation could be to look at one aspect of the schooling debate and one set of date such as the PISA test to narrow the scope of the article.  Although, in the conclusion the author does identify the challenges of the debate and mentions that future work will have a narrower viewpoint. Cottrell (2019) expresses that a conclusion draws and argument to an end and further strengthens the argument if it is clear and precise. Smith (2005) does provide a clear well-constructed conclusion and further understands what the next steps are. According to The University of Hull (2022) a strong conclusion is review of the purpose of the article, this is something the author does succeed in doing. 
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