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This article focuses on the gender and the victims experience with the criminal justice system. The article was published in the Social Science Research journal in 2008 by Richard B. Felson and Paul-Philippe Pare. The volume of the article is 37 and the first issue, the pages of this article are from 202 to 2019. 
The opening statement or the abstract of the article was regarding the victims dissatisfaction with the police department and the courts as an aim of their sex, their relationship or the lack of to the offender and either they were physically or sexually assaulted. The data from the NVAW (National Violence Against Women and men) Survey was used to show some analysis. This data presents that the victims are more unsatisfied with the police department when the offender has some sort of relation to the victim, rather than when the offender is a complete stranger and there is a lack of relationship between them. Also, nevertheless of the gender and nonetheless if the offender is a family member or a partner. Furthermore, the victims that have some sort of the relationship with their perpetrator are more than likely to make a complaint regarding the police department due to them being too “lenient” or not believing the victim. The Victims of the sexual assault crimes are more than likely to be more dissatisfied with the police and the courts rather than the victims of the physical abuse. However, the complains are more often are due to the police being insensitive rather than leniency, scepticism and that the victim is not being taken seriously. 
The authors main intentions are to analyse different aspect of gender and the victims experience with the criminal justice system. These aspects were shown within the article under several sub-headings such as the experience of the female victims of domestic and sexual assault, comparing victim`s experience, the criminal justice system`s methods, the measurements of the victims satisfaction or lack of and general complaints about the police. 
The general focus of half the article is about the experience of female victims of sexual and domestic violence with criminal justice system and the experience is mostly negative. The article mentions the work of Erez and Belknap (1998) regarding the quantitative research produced concluding that the attitudes and perception of the criminal justice workers is more often “harmful” and “demoralizing towards the victims” which could potentially lead to the battered woman syndrome and be traumatic than the abuse inflicted itself. Then the article moves on to explaining that the negative treatment of the victims is describes as the second victimization. The author of this supportive statement was included within the article for the intrigued reader to follow up for more information, the author is Alison and Wrightsman (1993). There were also many other scholars that were mentioned within this section of the article to support many arguments also for further information if the reader would be interested to do so. Many other scholars and activists that are mentioned such as Hart(1993), Koss (2000) and Buzawa and Buzawa (2003) have a negative perception regarding the leniency towards the perpetrators who commit the crime against the women and a failure to take the offences with a serious manner. 
Within the article there are many statistics are mentioned which gives a better understanding of the numbers and a better understanding of the quantitative analysis of the issue. However, the quantitative data shows more of a positive perception of the issues raised within the article. Also, there were many scholars were mentioned to support the positive data such as Apsler et al (2003), Fleury (2002) and Hickman and Simpson (2003). This shows that the article is not biased and presents both views of the issues raised. 
One of the main focuses within the article is comparing the victim’s experiences. Based on the female victims od sexual and domestic violence are faced with some or all the issues mention previous. Also, the general outcome regarding gender and the experiences of criminal justice. The overview does show that females that have experienced the abuse have much more significant negative experience and perception with the criminal justice system rather than males experience. One of the strategies of the article is focused on the gender effects on satisfaction and to separate the effects of the assault type and victim to offender relationship. 
Additionally, Jasinski`s (2004) studies were mentioned to support the gender differences with the victim satisfaction with the criminal justice system. Whereas Erez and Tontodonato (1992) was used to present completely different results such as their studies shows that there is no difference in the victim’s satisfaction regarding gender specifically. However, if the closer look is done towards the difference in years that these authors have published their work the assumption could be made that the world has evolved significantly from 1992 to 2004 and that more crimes are being reported rather than in previous years. However, this article does not mention this possibility in differences in years of the data. There was also another author added for further deeper analysis on this view of the issue, the Shapland (1985). 
There are many sections of the article where the author ideas and the main thesis with the scholarly perspective is presented, with many other credible research and authors added to support the thesis. Some of other scholars critically analyse that the female victims are treated appallingly by the criminal justice system. The author that is mainly used for this section is Stanko (1985). The focus is suggested that when males commit the crime against females the courts and the police treat male perpetrators too sympathetically and maltreat the female victims. The scholar mentioned is mainly focused on the negative experiences of female victims of sexual and domestic abuse with the criminal justice system. However, the experiences of male victims are rarely compared with the female victims within the other authors analysis. Whereas this article does focus on such issue. The author of this article does believe that the gender comparisons are quite significant regarding understanding whether criminal justice system treats women differently to men, in other words, is criminal justice system gender biased. 
The data within this article is used from the large nationally representative survey which is a credible source. This source shows whether the female victims are less satisfied with the police department and the courts than male victims, also whether the complaints made from different genders differ. The thesis or the assumption made by the author is that if the police and courts do treat women victims appallingly then the female victims would be significantly less satisfied rather than men victims. To analyse this issue, it is important to take into consideration the types of offences committed and the victim’s relationship to the offender. The women are more likely than men to be sexually assaulted, and at the hands of their partner or somebody that they have relationship with rather than a stranger. However, other characteristics of the individuals are considered while producing the analysis within the article and not just the gender. It is also considered the effects of gender and the victim to offender relationship and the type of the offences have changed over the course of time. These effects may have changed due to change within the criminal justice system and the changes within the legislations and how the system copes with these types of offences and their victims. The responses to the sexual assault and domestic violence have changed over the course of time and the general public attitude towards such issues.  
Most of the research presented in the article is on the response of the legal system to characterize the differences examining the gender discrimination within sentencing and other crime outcomes. The researchers tried to conclude whether the criminal justice system responds in the different manner to the victims and or the offenders from different groups considering the characteristics of the offence. The author also believes that is significantly important to take into an account the victims prior experience with the criminal justice system. Many approaches are used to establish this. Firstly, the subjective approach is used to recognise that victims may have other ideas regarding the perpetrator being punished. The victims may be more interested in distributive and procedural justice. This is supported by Mikula et al (1990) and Tyler( 1998). The prime example is that the criminal justice system is satisfied if it believes that the victim was treated with respected and the crime was properly investigated and dealt with by the police and the courts even if the end outcome is that the perpetrator was not properly punished. Also, the crimes involving spouses are more interested in getting social services, mediation and protection rather than a disciplinary result. This was supported by Lipsky (1968) and Goldstein (1977). 
Another good point mentioned by the author is that the victim’s low expectations will be easily satisfied with poor delivered service. This produces difficulties within the results of the findings. However, this is also a case with the victims who have high expectations as they are very difficult to please even when they are treated to the highest of standards. This also produces difficulties within the results of the data. This information is supported by Wilson and Jasinski (2004). 
Another significant point is made regarding the victim`s attitude towards their experience which is very important as they are the main consumers of the legal services. This means that if the victims are treated to the highest standard then public would feel more comfortable in reporting crimes and have better faith towards the criminal justice services. 
To conclude, the article does have a broad overview of the issues mentioned, also is not biased within the analysis. There is plenty of supportive scholars and many other points of perceptions. However, there were several errors in regards how credible some areas of the article were, due to comparing sources from different decades with make some areas quite irrelevant. 
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