Introduction to the New Bill . . . . I . .
' The Welsh Government (2018) have initiated a reform of the current | IMPlications on legislation changes to Additional Learning Needs in Wales

measures in place for children with Special Educational Needs (SEN).

The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act Megan Roberts — 1800001 — EAEE6002

(Welsh Government, 2018) will replace this. The Welsh Government

(2018) stated it was time for change as the SEN legislation has become

outdated and no longer fit for purpose. The new Act, set to launch in

September 2021, will provide an improved support system for children

and young people aged 0 to 25 who have ALN. Prior to the launch date

practitioners should continue to adhere to the principles underpinning

the SEN system and to comply with the Education Act (1996,

legislation.co.uk, 2021). As the new Act will be implemented in a

gradual phased approach, until settings are aware of the new

legislation.

he Individual Development Plan (IDP)
According to SNAP Cymru (2020), currently with the SEN system, all

learners are given a statement. However, The New ALN Bill will replace
SEN statements by providing all children and young people with ALN,
with an IDP. Dauncey (2016) stated that statements are no longer fit
for purpose, therefore are not addressing the children’s needs. The
Welsh Government have listened and acted upon people’s views by
launching a brand-new system that delivers advanced support for
learners with ALN. SNAP Cymru (2018) stated that, IDP are
straightforward and effective to use when supporting learners with
ALN. This is because all key information is kept in an IDP, such as; their
specific requirements, likes and dislikes and their unique goals. Unlike
the statements under the SEN system, which were difficult to use,
therefore time consuming. The IDP on the other hand are set out
clearly to ensure all staff understand the process. The Welsh
Government state this is to provide a transparent system in that all A~
learners are treated fairly. All leaners who currently have a statement
will have their plan converted into an IDP. Until a child has moved to
the new system, they will continue to follow plans set under the SEN.
All IDP’s must be prepared and maintained by the settings ALNCo.
However, during this transitioning period, Dauncey (2016) states that
practitioners are finding it difficult to follow due to the IDP’s having no
clear template, therefore can be difficult to use within settings as
practitioners do not have the required training. If a child has been
recently identified to have ALN and did not have a plan under the SEN,
during the transitioning period, an IDP will be designed for the child
based on their individual needs. Welsh Government (2018) have
provided guidance for all to read to ensure all aspects of an IDP are
clearly understood.

ALN implementation timeline

Conclusion
The New ALN Bill for Wales will reinforce new policies and procedures which will
benefit all children with ALN. However, there are some barriers such as, no clear
templates for IDP’s, confusion around the role of the ALNCo and uncertainty
whether the Welsh Language will be included in provision. These barriers can be
addressed by regularly monitoring the implementation of the New ALN Bill for
Wales, to ensure it is continuing to meet the needs of all children and young
people with ALN.




