World Views on Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)
Different countries and cultures approach ECEC through their own social values, economic priorities, and beliefs about childhood.
Across global perspectives, several themes consistently appear:
Key Ideas
· Children’s rights as a foundation: Many modern ECEC systems draw on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, emphasising participation, protection, and provision. Wales, for example, explicitly embeds UNCRC principles in its early years policy.
· Holistic development: High-quality ECEC is seen internationally as supporting physical, emotional, social, and cognitive growth—not just early academics.
· Play-based learning: Many world views prioritise play as the primary mode of learning in early childhood, recognising its role in curiosity, problem‑solving, and wellbeing.
· Quality and workforce: Countries emphasise the importance of a skilled, valued workforce to ensure consistent, high-quality provision. Wales’ ECPLC framework highlights this strongly.
· Equity and inclusion: Global ECEC discussions stress accessible, inclusive environments that support diverse learners and reduce early inequalities.
Religious Education in the Early Years in Wales
Religious Education (RE) in Wales is shaped by the Curriculum for Wales, which positions RE within the broader area of Humanities and emphasises cultural literacy, diversity, and inclusion.
Key Features
· Focus on cultural and religious understanding: RE helps young children explore different beliefs, values, and traditions, supporting respect and social cohesion. This aligns with international research on the role of religion in ECEC.
· Experiential, play-based learning: In early years settings, RE is not taught through formal instruction but through stories, celebrations, artefacts, and discussions that help children make sense of the world.
· Inclusivity: RE in Wales is non-confessional—children learn about religions rather than being taught to follow one.
· Part of holistic development: RE contributes to children’s moral, social, and emotional growth, helping them understand identity, belonging, and community.

