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Dissertation Proposal
Title: “Workers in the Lord”: A Study of the Role of Women in Early Christianity with particular reference to Romans 16.

Aims
The main aim of my dissertation is to examine the ways in which women are described in Romans 16 (the final chapter of Paul’s letter) and to analyse what the vocabulary used by Paul to describe the women may tell us about their position in early Christianity. I have selected this topic because I have a significant interest in the position of women in Christianity in general. This interest stems from my experiences growing up as a member of the Mormon Church and my disagreement with its male-centred hierarchical structure and the treatment of women in the Church in general. This, in turn, contributed to my reasons for leaving the religion. I am particularly interested in the juxtaposition between the role and importance (or lack thereof) of women in later Christianity, and to some extent Christianity today, compared with their potential roles of greater significance in the early stages of Christianity, including as preachers and missionaries. My aim is to present some of the potential evidence for this, in order to demonstrate that women were not as marginalised in early Christianity as they were in later centuries and, to some extent, as they still are now. It is suggested that in the early years of Christianity, at least in certain circles, women and men may have held equal positions and that it was not just men who were allowed to perform the most central roles.  I have chosen to analyse Romans 16:1-16, as in this chapter Paul lists women who, it is suggested, had prominent roles within certain early Christian communities. I will be analysing Romans 16 in terms of what it contributes to the understanding of the role of women in early Christianity; it is important to note that this chapter does not provide a full picture of the role of women in early Christianity in general as other Christian communities at the time may have held different views about what the role of women should be.  
Methodology and Scholarly Literature
The methodology that will be used when carrying out the dissertation will mainly be text-based. In order to address the topic of the dissertation I will not need to carry out interviews or undertake participant observation. I will be adopting a historical-critical approach; in that, I will be seeking to explain what Romans 16 may disclose about the role of women in early Christianity from a historical perspective. In the main, I will be using secondary sources (including commentaries and monographs on Romans and Paul’s attitude towards women) in order to complete my dissertation, as through these texts I will be able to gain an understanding of the various analyses of the text and what scholars propose the texts may tell us about the role of women in early Christianity. Primary sources in this area of research are largely limited to the Pauline evidence (including some comparisons with his views about women in Galatians and I Corinthians); secondary sources will allow me to reach the required level of interpretive understanding of the biblical texts in question. The New Testament, especially Paul’s letters, is more than likely the only primary source that I will be using. I will examine Romans 16 from an exegetical perspective in order to identify what is said about each of the women mentioned within this chapter. I will use the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible when doing this as it is considered to be the most accurate translation in terms of equivalence to the Greek text. The other main sources of information that I will be using to carry out the aims of my dissertation will be scholarly material such as academic books, articles, and commentaries. I will look at academic materials which focus on women in early Christianity, and more specifically Paul’s letter to the Romans, in order to complete the first and second chapters of my dissertation. I will also examine commentaries on Romans and provide a critical analysis of the relevant exegetical issues emerging from the text. It is very important that I look at the arguments of various Pauline scholars in order to answer the questions posed at the beginning of my dissertation. 
Provisional Chapter Headings
I will divide my dissertation into three main chapters. Along with this there will also be an introduction and a conclusion to summarise the findings of my dissertation.
Introduction: I will present a general overview of the content and structure of the letter to the Romans and briefly explain why Romans 16 is important for examining the significance of women in first-century Christianity.
In order to achieve my aims, I will discuss what is said about each of the women individually in Romans 16. I will divide the number of women mentioned and this will become the first two chapters of the dissertation. 
Chapter 1: The Women in Romans 16:1-7 – Here, I will examine what is said about the roles of Phoebe, Prisca (or Priscilla), Mary, and Junia. 
Chapter 2: The Women in Romans 16:8-16 – In this chapter, I will discuss Tryphena and Tryphosa, Persis, Rufus’ mother, Julia, and Neurus’ sister. 
In both chapters, I will outline what is said about each of the women in Romans 16:1-7, 8-16, and discuss what is suggested about their role and position in the Pauline congregations in particular. I will also examine some of the exegetical and text-critical issues associated with some of the women mentioned in this chapter. This will include issues surrounding the translations of various terms used to describe the roles of these women. This will be done in order to come to a better understanding as to whether what is said about the women in the chapter is correct in terms of our understanding of the terms used, and proves that they did have a significant role in the development of early Christianity, at least as far as Paul’s own communities are concerned. 
Chapter 3: The Authenticity of Romans 16 – The third chapter of the dissertation will look at the arguments for and against the authenticity of Romans 16. This will include the issues surrounding the placement of the chapter at the end of Romans and the views as to whether the chapter belongs elsewhere or is a secondary edition. Examining the authenticity of the chapter is vital as it will provide evidence as to whether what is said in the chapter can be traced back to Paul himself and his contribution to the debate about the role(s) of women in early Christian communities.
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