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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What are the links between coercive control and Intimate partner sexual abuse and the effectiveness of case handling by the police. 

INTRODUCTION:

The topic of coercive and controlling behaviour, particularly its connection to sexual abuse within intimate relationships, is one that holds personal significance to me. This connection drives my passion to explore this area in depth, as I recognise the importance of raising awareness and shedding light on an issue that is still significantly underreported by victims. The offence of coercive and controlling behaviour not only applies to intimate partner relationships however also applies to family relationships (Crown Prosecution Service, 2023). Sexual abuse within intimate partners is often overlooked and there is a common misconception that rape is committed by strangers and that sex is often perceived as a woman’s duty in a relationship (Tarzia, 2020). 

One of my primary interests lies in examining the links between sexual abuse and coercive control, as these dynamics often work together in ways that are not fully understood or adequately addressed.  Despite recent legislative advancements that have brought a greater attention to coercive control, there are still significant gaps in research and awareness surrounding how it facilitates and sustains sexual abuse in relationships. 

By focusing on this topic, my aim is to foster greater understanding of this issue and highlight the barriers that prevent victims from seeking help, understanding and being able to identify signs of this behaviour and identify the best ways to support survivors of domestic abuse. I believe that the knowledge and understanding of how coercive and controlling behaviour can affect victims and there is a low rate of prosecution statistics show within March 2022 and March 2023 there were 47,774 recorded offences of coercive and controlling behaviour however only 556 offenders were convicted of the offence (Women's Aid, 2018). I would hope with further research and understanding that I may gain better understanding of the offence and develop my skills in investigating the offence. 

I feel that this topic is important for my development as a Police Constable particularly when dealing with cases of domestic violence and sexual abuse. I find that a large number of calls that I attend are linked to domestic abuse whether there are no crimes disclosed, and a verbal argument has taken place or some of the most horrific incidents have taken place. This is portrayed in statistics where Between March 2022 and March 2023 there were 889,918 recorded incidents of domestic abuse by police in England and Wales (Office for National Statistics, 2023). However, there is estimated that there are a large number of victims where the incidents are not reported by police the figures by the office for national statistics show 2,124,000 victims of domestic abuse within March 2022 and March 2023 (Office for National Statistics, 2023).





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

To examine the links between coercive and controlling behaviour and the links that it has to sexual abuse within intimate partner relationships. 
· Reviewing literature and defining these types of abuse 
· Case studies 
To examine the psychological, physiological and emotional methods that are used by perpetrators to abuse victims of both sexual abuse and coercive control. 
· Reviewing literature and previous case studies of these behaviours 


To examine the gap in reporting of these offences to police by victims and the barriers that they may face. 
· Literature review on barriers of reporting to police 
· Analysing current policing responses to domestic abuse and support provided 

To examine and analyse the best ways for police and outside agencies to work with and support victims of abuse and the best ways for the offences to be investigated. 
· Qualitative surveys can be taken with open ended questions regarding knowledge of coercive control and sexual abuse. 
· Reviewing current support systems in place and charities for domestic abuse victims. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW

I plan to use a range of styles of literature as part of my research: 
· I aim to use both statistics from government reports that support the element of these offences are reported to police and then recorded by police.
· I aim to use information that is currently held online by charities and supporting agencies for victims of domestic abuse to establish support that is available




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Research methods: 

Mixed methods 
Combined methods of research  will enable me to create a bigger picture and help to eliminate any biased based on the audiences that my research is able to reach. I have looked into combining different types of methodology and located a report that explains “Mixed methods research combines elements of both qualitative and quantitative approaches. This type of research recognises that each method has its strengths and limitations, and by combining them, researchers can gain a more comprehensive understanding of the topic under study.” (Smith, 2024)


Questionnaires and surveys 
 Questionnaires and surveys are reliable ways of allowing participants to give both close ended and open-ended responses to questions (University of Westminster, 2022). I have looked into this method of conducting my research and I believe that this will help me to gain responses from wider audiences as they can be posted on different platforms to be accessed by a range of different people.

Secondary sources 
 Conducting research based on others work and research that has already been carried out including my interpretation of the work(University of Sheffield, 2024). 



 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
My aim is that I will engage with police officers to establish their experience when dealing with domestic abuse and knowledge that they have to best support their career. I am aiming to receive 60 responses.  




	ETHICAL ISSUES:


There are ethical issues to my research that may arise. The reason for this is the intimate nature of the research that I will conduct and many issues that I may face in gathering evidence and getting trust from people to respond to my questionnaire mean whilst also trying to achieve the best results. I will ensure that my research will be anonymous, and I will also ensure that there are relevant helplines and advice available at the end of my questionnaire in order to safeguard those who provide a response. 

Issues that I have identified:

Risk of harm to those participating: I have identified that there may be risk to those participating in my research. The reason for this is that this may effect people’s mental wellness. This may effect victims by having to re live abuse that they have gone through. Participants may fear that the answers that they are providing may not be confidential and may be used inappropriately. Participants may fear that the information provided may be used against them. 

Risk to the researcher: I have identified that there may be risk to myself as the researcher as I find this topic significantly important based on my own personal experience. There may be issues and possibility that I may be effected by the responses. I will need to take adequate action to ensure that I safeguard my own mental state during this research. 



	TIME SCALE:

Proposal Form: 24/2/25
Ethics Form: 24/2/25
Literature Review: 5/5/25
Research Methodology Chapter: 16/6/25
Analysis of Results Chapter: 4/8/25
Findings and Conclusion: 8/9/25
Final Dissertation: 6/10/25
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