
Analysis of Results (Draft v1)

Introduction 
In this section of the dissertation I will be collating the results of a questionnaire designed by myself in order to obtain a perspective and understanding into the viewpoints and opinions of professional persons (mostly from policing backgrounds) in relation to ‘Count Lines’ and the involvement of young people in them. By using a questionnaire in the form of a survey this allows me to obtain results in the quickest fashion and with ease in addition to providing me a wide array of results with little impact to affecting time management. Taherdoost (2018) supports the use of questionnaires and describes them as being the “most widely used tools to collect data”. The reliability of questionaries is a demanding factor in the accuracy of the results obtained and Taherdoost (2018) evaluates the accuracy and reliability of surveys. The findings of that research suggests that although surveys and questionaries are the most popular choice of obtaining data from a social sciences perspective there are many factors to take into consideration when designing a survey which will then impact the validity of the results obtained. This survey has been created, in order to establish the viewpoints and evaluations of people from a policing background both frontline and office/support based with regards to county lines involvement from young offenders and what factors are see as being the most important. The target audience for this has been persons involved with policing mostly in the form of police officers with occasional support staff input. The survey has been designed to unrestricted the limitations of answering multiple choice or directed answers by providing the option of participants to produce their own answers and present this in text form in their own words however where limited there has been provisions put in place for participants to add extra information should they wish to.

The analysis of the data produced is to pull information from a variety of answers and to produce a report to find trends, patterns and associations that can be derived from the raw data. Questions were complied from research  and studies already undertaken, identifying some of the most influential factors in county lines activity such as, social, economic and educational factors as outlined by Olver and Cockbain (2021).

In order to produce and analyse the data, an online tool was used to produce the questionnaire in the form of ‘survey monkey’. Firstly, the limitations in terms of using survey monkey as a tool were found in its paid and subscriber only functions therefore limiting the amount of responses I am able to use and analyse. Other limitations were in the individual responses and the lack of control in the direction of said responses however from the data gathered there were clear indications of patterns and associations in the results that were obtained.




Factors affecting county lines involvement with young offenders

1. What is your understanding of ‘county lines’? 

2. Who does county lines affect the most?


3. Which of the following would you consider to be the most influential factors in ‘county lines’ involvement from young offenders? 

     -Economic

    - Social

    - Education

    - Family 

    - Social media 

    - All above 

    - other (please specify) 

4. What can be done to tackle county lines issues?

5. Have you had any involvement in county lines from a policing perspective or otherwise? 


6. On a scale 1-10 how important do you consider the tackling of county line crime to be? (1 being not so important and 10 being the most important)

    7. Do you believe this issue is being tackled effectively?

The questionnaire has been designed with the main aim of obtaining results to establish what the most influential factors are in the involvement of young offenders in county lines from a policing perspective being the majority of results thus allowing for a representative sample from a target population that is more likely to have an experience in dealing or coming across county lines issues.
Questions number 1 and 2 is to understand the capabilities of participants who have taken part in the survey in order to better rely on the results produced, typically those with experience in dealing with or coming to see or be involved in county lines from a policing perspective will have a better insight than those who have not. The results of this question indicate a base understanding of the drug dealing aspect and the exploitation of young persons which is supported by Stone (2018) however Stone does also include the ‘county lines’ aspect whereby those exploited are sent across county lines to transport and deal drugs. Finlay and Williams (2019) also supports the findings which show the majority of those that are exploited fit into the category of being a child or young person.
Moyle (2019) provides an insight into the ‘drug supply model’ and introduces some of the factors that support an individuals choice in participating in county lines activity such as the economic factor but also not limited to social, educational factors, however there is an emphasis on the forced aspect of county lines activity. The findings of the survey although limited when looking at the particular factors listed are also supported in some of the text provided by the participants which already identify areas of exploitation and vulnerability. This further strengthens the findings proposed in the survey, there were no findings proposing any other factor in the influence of children and  young people becoming involved in county lines gangs and only to suggest that the factors that influence any individual can be any number and are not limited to one or multiple factors but is based on the ‘needs’ of that individual.
Overwhelmingly, a majority of participants found that although there was an understanding when it comes to county lines activity there was lack of confidence in that the issues was being dealt with effectively.




Question number 3. Which of the following would you consider to be the most Influential in ‘county lines’ involvement from young offenders?




Results of Questionnaire

Q1
What is your understanding of ‘county lines’?
· Drug dealing in expanding into rural towns and areas
· Young, vulnerable persons being sent by drug gangs, normally from larger cities, into more rural areas to seek drugs so to expand upon a crime gangs territory and revenue. These young people are often groomed and gifted money or clothes, but carry all the risk, are easily expendable and if caught by police or robbed by other gangs can even end up owing money to the elders.
· The exploitation of young people to become involved in dealing and transporting drugs
· Young teenagers dealing drugs
·  Teenagers and young adults dealing drugs and firearms
· The gang or criminal network involved in movement of drugs from one area to another using a dedicated deal line. Often exploiting children or vulnerable adults.
· The gang or criminal network involved in movement of drugs from one area to another using a dedicated deal line. Often exploiting children or vulnerable adults.
· Drug dealers from big cities come to towns and rural areas to set up a network for supply and sale of drugs usually using underage persons to do so
· The involvement of gangs and organised crime groups in taking advantage of young adults and children to transport and deal drugs
· I work in the police and have a good understanding of the issue

Q2
Who does county lines affect the most?

·  It impacts the young and vulnerable, OCG member force impressionable youths in taking drugs across the country. It can be pass on by family E.G older brother is in prison and has a debt, the younger brother or sister is force into carrying supply to cover the debt
· Children, young adults and their families
· Young people
· Children/ vulnerable people and their families
· The children or adults being exploited and their families
· Teenagers and young adults
· Communities and young children
· The vulnerable and impressionable young people.
· The vulnerable and impressionable young people.
· Teenagers


Q4
What can be done to tackle county lines issues?

· Better community programs to help the most impacted, get them into something proactive and get the youth away from the negative influences
· Partnered approaches to county lines involvement with the help of social services, CPS, courts and youth offending service
· More people reporting to Police if they suspect a young person is involved. More youth clubs
· Increased standard of living, target main offenders and safeguarding vulnerable.
· Better understanding by CPS regarding trafficking and modern day slavery offences and therefore more and more substantial convictions and sentences.
· Police
· Better involvement from support services such as social services
· Early intervention, outside agencies and organisations dealing in youth work providing better mentorship and positive influences
· Early intervention, outside agencies and organisations dealing in youth work providing better mentorship and positive influences
·  Social services

Q6
On a scale of 1 – 10 how important do you consider the tackling of county lines crime to be? (1 being not important and 10 being the most important)

· 8
· 7
· 10
· 8
· 8
· 3
· 10
· 5
· 7
· 8


Q7
Do you believe this issue is being tackled effectively?
· 60% Disagree
· 30% neither agree or disagree
· 10% Agree
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Which of the following would you consider to be the most influential factors in 'county lines' involement from young offenders?

Column1	

Economic	social	education	family	social media	all of the above	other	none of the above	1	1	0	0	1	6	1	0	

