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4PL019/UM1: Policing and Crime in the Community 
Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour
My essay is going to demonstrate what is Anti-social behaviour, how it affects the local communities and what police has been doing and step should be taken by the police tocontrol ASB. 
Anti social behaviour is an individual person or group of people who can cause harm, harassment,vandalism, criminal damage or distress to somebody which can lead to damage the communities. People can become scared to live on those areas where anti-social behaviour takes place which make them feel insecure, neglected, helpless and nobody wants to bring their businesses in such areas. Children can be scared to step out from their house because they may be scared for being the victim of Anti-social crime. There are three main agencies who tackle anti-social behaviour such as: 
1.	Police 
2.	 Local authorities 
3.	Housing association 
These are the agencies that are most likely to receive calls related to anti-social behaviours and it’s our responsibilities to keep in contact with the law enforcement officers. Government says that the power our local can use to tackle anti-social behaviour such as ASBOs, parenting orders and premises closure orders. Our local council and police record on using these powers to solve problems. The reason of not reporting to councils  about anti-social behaviour is because some people thought that the local authorities won’t take action and the people might don’t know if the local authorities don’t take action, they can complain to their neighbourhood Policing teams or to council through their complain section. To come forward and report about the anti-social behaviour can make you and your community safe. I have mentioned some case studies below where police showed unprofessional behaviour towards anti-social crimes.
Victims' CommissionerBaronessNew love who is appointed by the UK governmentin 2012 after her husband had been killed outside her house by coming face to face vandals. She told that her life become miserable after her husband (Garry)died. According to her statement in 2019, she said it felt unbelievable that it’s been 12 years of her husband death and there is still anti social behaviour taking place. It is enraging that anti social behaviour also known as low level crime. 
Sarah, who is from Newport in south Wales, she said that the people who living on her street are scared of their life because of big increase in prostitution- related activity in recent year. She told that the pimps became more visible during the day and one time when she went out at 9:30am then a client of sex worker made ‘’obscene gestures’’ towards her. She also said that she made several complaints to the police and city council,butnobody took any action against them. She even told to police that she witnessed many prostitutes and their clients around local primary school,also the drugs problems are open. She says it’s just lawless. Police drove straight past from them and can’t be asked to stop and search. 
The other case study I have looked at involves regular anti-social behaviour in London where a woman called Susan who is 53 years old, gave her statement to the BBC news that how she has been a victim of anti-social behaviour from her neighbour .She said she has been threatened with a hammer and filmed by her neighbour also his behaviour extended to other residents in the street, but the case has been dealt from the local safer Neighbourhood team and made arrest against him. After a while, this team has been removed from the case and they are not allowed to deal with any ofthis type of case. Police told us to get in contact with central number or 999.The anti-social behaviour keeps continued and that person came out on the bail conditions and start doing the same thing again. We reported to the police but they didn’t makeany arrest and on top of that police commissioner made a false statement by saying“he was happy with the action taken in regards to Susan complaint” which she wasn’t happy about. Later on, she found out that the police will not be contacting him for a further breach of bail condition, and they dropped the case on him. One officer told her that he is glad that the case has been dropped so he can do some real police work. Police need to understand that it might be not real for them but for those whose life been misery from the anti social behaviour it is real forvictims. This is a common problem for the communities which they face regularly.
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This graph shows the figures from crime in England and Wales. It shown that there were 2.4 million incidents took place of anti social behaviour. It was recorded in September 2012 by the police. As showing in the figure that the crime rate of anti social behaviour has been decreased in the last 5 years.
In 2020, police said that during the lock down, anti social behaviour cases has been increased and crime cases has been decreased by 28%. They said, in April there were 178,000 incidents happened across England and Wales.
Conclusion
Police should be doing more patrolling regardless, around school and those areas where anti-social behaviour takes place. They should be following the procedure of stop and search. It’s understandable that the police have a lot of responsibilities, but they do not need to forget that the anti-social behaviour is a major problem nowadays. According to my case studies, it showed that the police behaviour is unprofessional. Rather than helping the community, a police officer said that ‘’he is happy that the Susan’s case has been finished so he can do some real police job ’‘and on my other case studies revealed that the police don’t even care about how people been abused and followed by the vandalism on streets. Police need take more responsibilities in terms of protecting those who are vulnerable to vandalism, also it is our community’s job to help the police and inform them of any incidents that take place around their areas so police can take some action and keep the community safe. 
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Figure 13: Police recorded crime and anti-social behaviour incidents, 2007/08 to year ending September 2012
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