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[bookmark: _Toc110605473]Introduction 
In the Covid-19 pandemic, many people lost their lives due to certain conditions, pushing children and their families into poverty. The main reason behind this issue is that families lost their source of income due to the pandemic (Whitehead, Taylor-Robinson, and Barr, 2021). In the pandemic, many families lost their income source and daily bread. The specific and sudden rise of the pandemic has also shaken the stable economy. It has disrupted the life of every child in the nation, and it cannot be considered an unprecedented public health emergency but a challenge to the economy and society. For instance, well-stable and financially strong nations such as the UK faced many issues amid the pandemic. The government could not completely handle the situation. The professionals, politicians, and communities came together to reduce the pandemic's negative impact on the world and respond to the crisis (Cheng, Moon, and Artman, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc110605474]	Consequently, The UK's government was responsible for safeguarding children and families who were experiencing financial hardship due to the crisis, as well as stopping child poverty from reaching a record high during the epidemic (Cheng, Moon, and Artman, 2020). The government announced to protect employment and people who faced financial insecurity via the pandemic is also the main phase in the correct direction. Ensuring that social security benefits were considered when calculating the income reduction might have remedied the problem. Guaranteeing that everyone who needed immediate financial assistance had access to it and that no child was left without a safety net. This article evaluates and discusses the effects of the Covid-19 epidemic on vulnerable children and families in the UK. Discuss the effects of COVID 19 on Children and Families living in poverty in the UK
	The pandemic has severely affected families and children who are already living in poverty conditions in the UK; the financial crisis and problems is the most affecting reason that negatively impacted the public all over the world. The daily income and wages of many families has been affected amid the pandemic that eventually caused financial crisis. Families living in poverty in the UK have been unable to afford resources such as food and water to support their family members and children’s development as well as happiness (Whitehead, Taylor-Robinson, and Barr, 2021). After identifying that Corona virus is a pandemic, the movement of public has been disrupted as the government-imposed lockdown globally; this negatively influenced the earning of families. Although UK fall in the category of most developed nations all over the world, but it struggles with a high degree of poverty. It is found in the year 2020 that around 11.7 million people residing in the country were living in relative poverty and the figure is consistently increasing as it reached 14.5 million when the cost of housing considered in the country (Clark, 2022; Fry-Bowers, 2020).
	 In the pandemic or during 2020, it was estimated that around 3.2 million children were living in poverty situations. In the UK, the children poverty rates have decreased slightly in mid 1990s. In the year 2020 to 2021, there is an around 270 households in the England that were owed a homeless duty to prevent homelessness in the nation. The growth of rough sleepers is estimated in England (Clark, 2022). The symptom of poverty which is identified in the UK is increasing utilisation of food banks that has increased in the recent or past few years. In addition to this, it is estimated that over 2.5 million people received three days’ worth of emergency food from the Trussell Trust in the year 2020 to 2021 (Clark, 2022). It is found that households with lower income level typically spend higher amount of share of their money on drink and food which is quite important to face shocks, especially, unpredictable conditions such as Covid-19 pandemic.
	It was quite important for the government in the UK to prevent and protect and children and families from financial insecurity in the pandemic. The country should respond to every child including people excluded from the mainstream system or support on the behalf of their immigration status. The children in the UK were negatively impacted as their education was influenced by lockdown or isolation (Fry-Bowers, 2020). It was vital for the government to keep children and young people safe in conditions whether they are attending schools or staying at home. The mental health and well-being of children and their families also affected amid pandemic; especially, people in poverty like situations were mostly affected as they have financial insecurity and a lack of access to health care services. The cost of health care services is quite high in the UK that affects most of the public. The economic crisis generated via Covid-19 threatens to affected children and their family members to hardest; the number of children living in multidimensional poverty in the UK were most impacted. For instance, they did not have access to education, housing, health, proper nutrition, water, or sanitation (UNICEF, 2022). 
	The figures of poverty in the UK generally discussed with reference to the Department of Work and Pensions that provides the data related to households falling in the category of average income. In addition to this, in the year 2019 to 2020, the data obtained revealed that rates of children living in relative low-income households had been inclined. It is estimated that around 4.3 million children living in poverty category in the UK in the year 2019 to 2020 (UNICEF, 2022). It is also found that 49% of children residing in alone parent families are currently in poverty and lone parents face a higher risk of poverty due to lack of additional earning in the family (Clark, 2022). In relation to this, there are other reasons such as gender inequality in employment and pay, low rates of maintenance and cost of childcare also influence families. Children and families belong to black minority ethnic groups are most tend to be under poverty in the UK as 46% are currently in poverty.
	It is found in the UK that families in the poverty category faced complications and difficulty to manage the condition financially. In the three months of time Covid-19, public experienced a significant deterioration in terms of their standards of living as comparing to conditions before pandemic. The workers or family members who work on daily wage basis most affected amid pandemic as the factories and production process was on halt amid the rise of pandemic. People also reported losing employment and people also reported that they were never been in such position before as they have struggled financially and mentally (Han, Meyer, and Sullivan, 2020). However, in condition where financial or employment situations of an individual had not changed, but the rising cost of living, additional caring responsibilities, declined child maintenance payments and the issues accessing other financial support. The people under poverty in the UK struggling to cover the cost of more important essential resources such as rent, food, utilities, and children related cost and travel. In addition to this, people also reported that Covid-19 pandemic affected them by making worse debt problem (Abrams et al., 2022).
	The early life poverty and Covid-19 pandemic is associated with various effects on children and families such as increasing psychological stress, affecting brain structure or function, inflammation, or immune responses. There is also an impact on child health as well as development outcomes, for instance, cognition and learning, language development, behavioural issues, educational results, susceptibility to infectious disease and a higher risk of mental health issues and chronic diseases (Beers et al., 2021). The main issue which is aced by the family and children living in poverty is that their source of income has been affected as lockdown imposed by the government did not properly supported families by providing them food and essential requirements. It was quite complicated for the households to facilitate essential need of the family members. In addition to this, without being financially strong, it is not possible to provide health care services to the children and family. Thus, this financial insecurity increased the level of stress on the families in poverty and inclined the risk associated with mental and physical health of their children (Masonbrink and Hurley, 2020).
	Childhood is considered as foundation age of an individual in which mental and physical strengths can be determined but amid the pandemic, it was complicated for the people living under poverty to support their children and family members by providing essential food and resources. It is also found that single parents were stressed due to social isolation and feeling lonely, and they also had extra care responsibility amid the pandemic (Masonbrink and Hurley, 2020). The accommodation was mostly overcrowded and the conditions for living was not appropriate amid the pandemic. It is well-evident that the pandemic has triggered mental health condition among people living under poverty as they were helpless and become hopeless in the condition. The future of families and children living under poverty was uncertain amid the pandemic as they did not have any financial or mental support to cope up with the condition (CPAG UK, 2022). Families have lost their sources of income due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the entire economy of the nation has been plunged into recession. Moreover, more households are falling into category of monetary poverty; it is found that poorest families including those who do not have access to the social protection as the situation was terrible (Data UNICEF, 2022).
	In the year 2020, it is found that global socioeconomic crisis caused by the pandemic pushed around 142 million more children in the households which are for poor; this happened mostly in the developing nations. The total number of children living in the monetary or poor households in the developing nations, and it could reach over 725 million in the absence of essential mitigation policies and regulations regarding this issue (Data UNICEF, 2022). It is found that almost two thirds of these children live in sub-Saharan Africa as well as South Asia. The vaccines, personal protective equipment and masks could be provided to the people under poverty. People have lost their jobs and employment amid pandemic that has negatively impacted the financial stability of families and children. It was quite important for the government and employers to provide schemes related to job retention amid the pandemic as it could have helped in managing the situation in a more effective manner (VanLancker, and Parolin, 2020).
	The low-income families and children belong to such families were unable or incapable to cover the essential cost amid the pandemic. In addition to this, different families did not qualify for the schemes; for instance, most of the employers refused to provide furlough to them. The children in the schools should have been provided with free of cost school meals and vouchers would have been valuable by the parents who receive them. However, some families also experienced issues with accessing the scheme at first because of operational problems (VanLancker, and Parolin, 2020).
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Conclusion
	It has been concluded that Covid-19 has negatively impacted a lot of people has lost their lives due to certain conditions and it also pushed children and their families into poverty; the main reason behind this issue is that families lost their source of income due to pandemic. In addition to this, it is vital for the government and public administration to focus on resolving the issue of children and families under poverty. In this case, the negative effects of Covid-19 such as make people isolated, triggered mental health issues and negatively affected psychological health of people.
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