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	ASSIGNMENT DETAILS AND FEEDBACK

SOUTH WEST WALES CENTRE OF TEACHER EDUCATION



Sections marked with * should be completed by module lead
	Student name:
	     
	Student number:
	

	Programme: 
	BA Primary Education with QTS 

	Module: *
	An Introduction to the Knowledge, Skills and Understanding of Language and Mathematics
	Module Level (4, 5, 6): 
	4

	Module code: *
	ECAD4003
	Contribution to Overall 
Module Assessment (%): *
	100%

	Module Lead:*
	Linda Davies

	Assignment Title:*
	Explain why teacher subject knowledge is important in relation to teaching Language and Mathematics in primary schools in Wales.
	Assignment No (x of x):*
	1 of 1

	Start date:*
	20th October 2017 
	Submission deadline:*
	24.4.18

	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:*
	24th May 2018 via Grademark




	Referencing:
	In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have read or quoted in order to complete this assignment (e.g. for books: surname of author and initials,  year of publication, title of book, edition, publisher: place of publication).

	Submission:
	All assignments must be submitted to Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. 
Note: the Turnitin version is the primary submission and acts as a receipt for the student.  Late submission of the electronic version of the assignment will result in a late penalty.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum 40%.  Over one week late will be recorded as a non-submission.  Late submission penalties may be lifted only with the approval of the Extenuating Circumstances Panel.

	
Date:
	



	Module lead to tick to indicate if a hard copy version of the assignment must be submitted.*
	YES
	

	
	NO
	










	Learning Outcomes tested*
(from module syllabus)
	Assessment Criteria: To achieve each outcome a student must demonstrate the ability to:*

	
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 


· demonstrate an understanding of the scope, character and purpose of language and mathematics within the National Curriculum;
· demonstrate sufficient knowledge and understanding of language and mathematics to teach appropriately within the primary school, using a range of effective learning and teaching strategies; 
· demonstrate an understanding of the pedagogic skills for language and mathematics learning and teaching within Wales;




















	
In this assignment, markers will be looking for:



Subject Knowledge and Understanding:
· A strong assignment will show secure knowledge and understanding as to how teacher subject knowledge can be interpreted and applied to personal practice. Discussion of subject knowledge should include application of learning theory (e.g. constructivism, social constructivism) related to the learning of language and mathematics.
· A strong assignment will refer to a well selected reading base using a variety of sources, in particular documentation related to the curriculum in Wales and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Education and Training in Wales, Estyn. 
Intellectual Skills:
· A strong assignment will identify strengths and limitations in relation to personal subject knowledge. 
· A strong assignment will evaluate and apply relevant literature to the discussion.
Pedagogic and Professional Applications:
· A strong assignment will link the reading to personal practice or practice that has been observed e.g. class mentor. 
· A strong assignment will contain reflection on personal subject knowledge for Language and Mathematics and areas for development identified.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION



The title for your assignment is as follows (3,000 words):

Explain why teacher subject knowledge is important in relation to teaching Language and Mathematics in primary schools in Wales. 

Aim: In the discussion, you need to be able to show why teacher subject knowledge is important in relation to teaching language and mathematics in primary schools in Wales. 

· Think about a language skill e.g. teaching of reading and a mathematical skill e.g. teaching of number, that you have observed on Professional Teaching Experience. 
· Reflect on the teaching of these skills with reference to the place of teacher subject knowledge in developing the children’s learning. 
· Refer to learning theory (e.g. constructivism, social constructivism) to support your discussion on teaching and learning a language and mathematical skill.  For the purpose of this assignment, subject knowledge is considered more than what you know about what you are teaching (although that is clearly important).  For the purpose of this assignment, subject knowledge is seen as an understanding of what you are teaching, together with an understanding of ways in which you might teach this in a way that children can understand.
In respect of skills, you are required to reference from key curriculum and policy documents available at Learning Wales.

Department for Education and Skills (2015) Curriculum for Wales Foundation Phase Framework (Revised 2015). Cardiff: Welsh Government. Available at:
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150803-fp-framework-en.pdf

Department for Education and Skills (2015) Curriculum for Wales English in the National Curriculum for Wales (Key Stages 2-4). Cardiff: Welsh Government. Available at:
http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-english-en-v3.pdf

Department for Education and Skills (2015) Curriculum for Wales Mathematics in the National Curriculum for Wales (Key Stages 2-4). Cardiff: Welsh Government. Available at:
http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-maths-en-v2.pdf

      In terms of theory of learning it would be beneficial to read the following:-
    
      Donaldson, G. (2015) Successful Futures. Crown copyright. Available at: 
      http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/150317-successful-futures-en.pdf 

     Waters, J. (date unknown) ‘Theories of Learning’ Available at: http://learning.gov.wales/resources/learningpacks/mep/literacy/literacy-and-learning-spaces/the-pedagogical-learning-space/?skip=1&lang=en
      
      


University Collage Dublin (date unknown) ‘Constructivism and Social Constructivism in the Classroom’  
      Available at:
http://www.ucdoer.ie/index.php/Education_Theory/Constructivism_and_Social_Constructivism_in_the_Classroom

Additional references on theory of learning (available in the library): -
Fosnot, C.T. (2004) Constructivism Theory, Perspectives and Practice. (2nd ed) New York: Teachers College Press. 
Jarvis, M. (2005) The psychology of effective learning and teaching. Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes Ltd.
Macblain, S. (2014) How Children Learn. London: SAGE Publications Ltd.
Mercer, N. (2006) The Guided Construction of Knowledge Talk amongst teachers and learner. (6th ed) Clevedon: Multilingual Matters Ltd. 
Selley, N. (2000) The Art of Constructivist Teaching in the Primary School A Guide for Student and Teachers. (2nd ed) London: David Fulton Publishers.
Wright, T. (2009) How to be a Brilliant Teacher.Oxon: Routledge. 

 See module handbook for comprehensive reference list.
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	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the common assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)

Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set.    You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic and/or governmental; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list that is alphabetical at the end of your work. Please use the Harvard referencing system. 

Your work must demonstrate the growing extent of your knowledge and understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage.

2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)

Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.  There should be no new information presented within your conclusion.  Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications (Practical Application and Deployment)

You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to pedagogic situations or a particular education context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, some of which may be innovative and creative.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of pedagogic examples and cases, the application of a model within relevant educational context.  You should show awareness of the limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular educational contexts.  Your work must provide evidence of the attributes expected in professional practice.  This includes demonstrating your individual initiative and/or collaborative working.   Where relevant, you should show awareness of any ethical issues that relate to your discussion. 

4. Key Transferable Skills (Skills for Professional Practice)

You must communicate effectively in a suitable format, which includes written and oral presentation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.


	
                 MARKING CRITERIA AND STUDENT FEEDBACK



This section details the assessment criteria. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. The marks available for each criterion are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.
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	Common Assessment Criteria Applied
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
Extent of research and/or own reading, selection of credible sources, application of appropriate referencing conventions. Extent of knowledge and understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the discipline.
	30
	

	






	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
Analysis, evaluation and synthesis; logic, argument and judgement; analytical reflection; organisation  of ideas and evidence
	30
	

	






	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications (Practical Application and Deployment)
Deployment of pedagogic methods, materials, tools and techniques; application of concepts; formulation of innovative and creative solutions to solve problems.  Attributes in professional practice: individual and collaborative working
	30
	

	






	4. Key Transferable Skills
Deployment of appropriate media; presentation and organisation.
	10
	

	









	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late
	40% Max
	

	
	Over 1 week late
	0%
	




	COMMON ASSESSMENT AND MARKING CRITERIA FOR ECAD4003

	Level 4
	Assessment Criteria Descriptors for BA Primary Education with QTS 
This format emphasizes the holistic nature of judgements to be made by markers. Criteria weighting is adjusted for each module. 

	
	0-39 (F)
	40-49 (P)
	50-59 (P)
	60-69 (P)
	70-79 (P)
	80-100 (P)

	
	Poor / Weak F
	Satisfactory 3rd
	Good 2:2
	Very good 2:1
	Excellent 1st

	Assessment Criteria
	Poor, superficial, unsystematic, incomplete and/or inaccurate 
	Satisfactory understanding of main issues demonstrated
	Good understanding demonstrated with some analysis
	Very good understanding of basic principles and relevant evidence, with a coherent and logical argument
	Thoughtful answer informed by wider reading, showing clarity of thought and personal insight
	Outstanding answer, well written, highly structured and informed, showing striking personal insight and originality

	Module Learning Outcomes matched to:
	0-11
	12-14
	15-17
	18-20
	21-23
	24-30

	Subject Knowledge and Understanding

(Conceptual)




(Reading)
	Basic misunderstanding, misconceptions,  misinterpretations and/or superficial knowledge in places
	Has an awareness of the subject knowledge of the material with the beginnings of application
	Outline knowledge of few key issues with evidence of understanding and application
	Defined knowledge of some key issues and wider implications
	Wider knowledge of most key issues, concepts and arguments

	Full understanding of key issues, concepts and arguments clearly discussed

	
	Some inappropriate literature/material with limited reading range and lack of accuracy 
	Satisfactory range of reading drawn from the recommended list and other sources
	Good range of reading drawn from the recommended list and other sources
	Very good range of relevant literature from a variety of sources beyond recommended list
	Evidence of informed thinking from a wide reading base using a variety of sources
	Evidence of independent thinking from a well selected reading base using a variety of sources

	
	0-11
	12-14
	15-17
	18-20
	21-23
	24-30

	Intellectual skills

(Argument)




(Critical /reflective evaluation)
	Argument is weak, little attempt to present differing viewpoints. 
Generally too descriptive 
	Argument is beginning to be balanced with an awareness of differing viewpoints
	A balanced argument is presented with some viewpoints justified
	A balanced argument is presented with careful consideration of viewpoints
	A balanced argument is presented with thoughtful consideration of viewpoints
	A balanced argument is presented with evidence of an awareness of criticality

	
	Lack of evidence of evaluation and/or critical reflection
	Evaluation and reflection is beginning to be present 
	Evaluation and/or reflection are present but lacks depth
	Very good evidence of evaluation and/or reflection 
	Evidence of thoughtful evaluation and critical reflection 
	Evidence of critical, well-reasoned evaluation and reflection 

	
	0-11
	12-14
	15-17
	18-20
	21-23
	24-30

	Pedagogic and Professional applications
(Linking theory to practice)





(Professional reflection)



	Superficial or lack of understanding of pedagogic and professional context(s)
	Beginnings of evidence of engagement and understanding with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s) 
	Evidence of integration of theory and practice with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s) 
	Clear integration of theory and practice with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s) 

	Excellent integration of theory and practice with respect to the pedagogic and professional context(s)

	Sophisticated integration of theory and practice with respect to the pedagogic and 
professional context(s) 


	
	Little or no evidence of reflection
	Basic evidence of reflection
	Evidence of good reflection   
	Evidence of very good reflection with some insight 
	Evidence of thoughtful reflection and criticality
	Evidence of thorough critical and well- reasoned reflection

	
	0-3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8-10

	Key/Transferable Skills 











(Referencing techniques)

	Weak presentation of written work
	Satisfactory presentation of written work
	Good presentation of written work
	Very good presentation of written work
	Excellent presentation of written work
	Outstanding presentation of written work

	
	A number of basic errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar
	Some basic errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar 
	Few basic errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar
	Very few errors in written language
	Minor errors in written language 
	No errors in written language

	
	Weak structure with unclear writing style in parts
	Satisfactory structure with a mostly coherent writing style
	Good structure with a coherent writing style
	Very good structure which supports the reader
	Excellent structure which supports the reader
	Highly coherent and mature writing style which fully engages the reader

	
	Little or no use of protocols and conventions of Harvard referencing
	Satisfactory use of Harvard referencing protocols and conventions
	Good use of Harvard referencing protocols and conventions
	Harvard system mainly used accurately, with some secondary sources
	Harvard system used accurately including secondary sources
	Harvard system used accurately, consistently and effectively with all sources 










	(Shared) Student Self Evaluation Form:
Please attach this form ONLY to end of assignment 



This section repeats in brief the common assessment criteria detailed on previous pages. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. Using these criteria, tick the box that best indicates the level of achievement you feel you have achieved with regard to each of them. 
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	Common Assessment Criteria Applied
	Level of Achievement

	
	
REFER
	
3rd
	
2:2
	
2:1
	
1st
	
1st

	
	OUTRIGHT FAIL
	UNSATISFACTORY
	SATISFACTORY
	GOOD
	VERY GOOD
	EXCELLENT
	EXCEPTIONAL

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications
(Practical Application and Deployment)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Key Transferable Skills
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS IN WHICH YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE PERFORMED WELL 
	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS YOU FEEL THAT YOU NEED TO DEVELOP

	



	




	Student’s Name
	
	Date
	

	Student’s Signature
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