Appendices

OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time: 26/09/22. Year group: 8
Around 09:30 am.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

First lesson of day one. I followed a group of mixed ability younger years pupils for the day. The first incident I witnessed was during their first lesson of the day in their English class. 



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the first lesson pupils were engaging with work and using their literacy and critical thinking skills, primarily through collecting, reflecting and critically evaluating the use of sources and evidence.

However, during the lesson, pupil A who I later found out had ALN, arrived 30 minutes late. When questioned by the teacher as to where they had been, the pupil replied in an agitated tone ‘at home Miss’. The pupil then stomped their feet to their desk, threw their bag down on the table with force and then sat down. 

The teacher finished their instructions for the next tasks and ensured everyone understood them. While pupils worked on the next exercise, pupil A who has already missed half of the lesson was completely disengaged. 

The teacher then approached pupil a to see if they were ok. The pupil spoke with an agitated tone and did not seem to care about the lesson tasks at all. They complained they were “hurt from rugby and playing in the park”. The teacher tried to provide an easier task for the pupil, when they refused the teacher asked them to simply read the book the class had been reading together. 

When presented with this task student A, picked up the book and tensed it in their hands, then then slammed the book on the table. Surprisingly this did little to distract the other pupils. 

The teacher then requested that pupil A, tries their best and does what they can. 

Later during the lesson, the teacher asked some open questions about pupil’s previous experiences which related their personal life. Pupil A seemed happy to share their experiences and became highly engaged and willing to speak in front of the class several times. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I believe that following this critical incident I could further explore how teachers understand challenging behaviour and inclusive classroom strategies. While additionally I could explore the emotional health and wellbeing of pupils


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Very crowded and compact classroom. Several noises from outside the classroom with pupils in corridors. 

It was the first lesson of the day and pupils had just had registration. 

Pupil A arrived halfway through the lesson and was behind on work. They were clearly annoyed and distressed by something which had happened in the morning. 





Record 2
	Date and time, 26/09/22. Year group: 8 
Continuously between 10am and 10:55am.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Lesson 2 of day 1. Pupils were in their science class, specifically looking at chemistry.



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Two pupils (A and B), seem to continually ask the teacher questions, not all of relevance to the lesson. 

During the questioning they make faces at each other and do things to make each other laugh. Both are disengaged in the lesson and try to distract other pupils. Overall, they reduced the engagement of all pupils. 

The teacher had to speak to each of them several times, threaten them with detention and at separate times, put both pupils A and B outside of the classroom and speak to them away from other pupils. 

Both pupils did very little to engage with the lesson, however the teacher did persevere and by the end of the lesson, both pupils seemed to have done a small bit of work. Although not satisfactory, the amount of work was at least something given their lack of attention in the lesson. 

When the bell rang the teacher asked to speak to several pupils at the end, including pupils A and B. I had to leave at this point and did not witness the interaction following the lesson. Although during lesson three after the break both Pupils seemed to be more engaged in their work.



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


From this critical incident, I will be able to explore how teachers understand challenging behaviour and inclusive classroom strategies




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


The corridors were extremely busy, and pupils became very energetic during their lesson transition. 

Pupils A and B were constantly in each other’s eyeline and were easily able to distract the other. 






Record 2
	Date and time, 26/09/22. year group: Year group 8
Continuously between 10am and 10:55am.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Lesson 3 of day 2. Pupils were in their studying Geography.



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Two pupils (A and B), seem to continually chat very quietly, while all other are listening to the task. 

Although at times they appeared to be listening. It was hard to distinguish is they were speaking about the task/work or not.

However, once the task started the teacher observed the room and noticed Pupil A has not written half of the other pupils, while Pupil B who had also been talking had written quite a lot. 

It became clear that Pupil A was struggling with the task. However, Pupil B had seemed unable to help. 

I had no information of the attainment levels of both pupils and did not know if this was a regular occurrence, then the pupils moved pupil B with pupil C, I believe this was an attempt to see if pupil C could assist pupil A with further tasks. 

This would be beneficial as the C would benefit from remembering and explaining the task, therefore cementing the knowledge in their mind and Pupil A would gain a better understanding. 

Later it become clear that Pupils A and B had not been discussing the task and were mutually distracting each other, although pupil B was still able to complete the task and Pupil a was not.



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


How to engage pupils and encourage them to become lifelong learners. 

How to deal with challenging behaviour.

How to help pupils become mentally healthy individuals.

The impact of seating plans.



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


Pupils A and B seemed to take a liking to one and other and this may have contributed to their desire to speak to each other rather than focusing on the teachers’ instructions. 





