Findings and Conclusion 
Introduction
The previous chapter analysed the results of this mixed methods research project. This chapter will discuss how the dissertation objectives were achieved and present the main findings of the study. The chapter will also include the conclusion and answers to the overall research questions:
1. Why are coercive and controlling charging rates so low?
2. Is a change in legislation necessary to simplify the offence and make it easier for police to investigate?

Achievement of the objectives
This project has used both primary and secondary research to examine CCB legislation and achieve its set objectives. 
1. Identify the challenges facing Police officers when investigating CCB.
2. Explore Police Officer attitudes towards CCB.
Objectives one and two were achieved in the literature review when the researcher reviewed existing literature and identified evidential difficulties and resourcing issues as the main challenges. The chapter also explored negative police attitudes and failure to recognise the presence of CCB.  
The literature review identified a gap in research as to how CCB investigations are conducted and also presented the question of whether changes to legislation are needed. Therefore, the primary research aimed to: 
3. Examine the current process of investigating CCB.
4. Gather views on Scottish legislation and assess whether CCB legislation in England and Wales should be simplified.
Objectives three and four were achieved using both qualitative and quantitative methods. The results of this were presented in chapter four and the main findings will be discussed next. 

Main findings
This primary research aimed at police officers within Gwent Police sought views and opinions on CCB legislation. While the majority of respondents thought that the legislation was easy to understand, it is evident that it has its faults. Over 70% of 38 participants think that the points to prove are difficult or extremely difficult to achieve, with proving the offender’s behaviour and his knowledge of it, along with proving the serious effect that the behaviour has on the victim being the most difficult. This result supports the findings of the literature review where it became apparent that officers struggle to capture the specific behaviour and victim impact within their statements.  
In order to further investigate the views of Bettinson (2020), officers were asked for their opinion of the Scottish domestic abuse legislation. Bettinson suggested that the Scottish model has less evidential barriers by focussing on offender behaviour rather than victim impact. This study finds that almost all participating officers agree or strongly agree that the Scotland legislation is easier to understand and has simpler points to prove, with 66% of participants agreeing that investigating the offender’s behaviour is an easier approach. 
The study found that 74% of participating officers believe that changes to legislation are necessary to bring more offenders to justice. This result suggests that officers are struggling with the current legislation and presents further research opportunities that will be recommended in the final chapter. 
The study asked officers to explain how they would carry out a CCB investigation and list what they consider to be evidence. The study shows that the participating officers show a good understanding of available evidence and awareness of potential lines of enquiry. They were also asked what they feel are the biggest challenges. The findings echo that of the literature review, with lack of time, staffing, lack of recognition and evidential difficulties being the most mentioned concerns. 

Limitations
The main limitation of this study has been the word count restrictions and deadlines. There are several avenues that could have been explored; however, due to chapter size limits it was not possible. The researcher has also been managing this project alongside full-time duties as a response officer and has therefore been restricted for time. 
There are also limitations in sample size as Gwent Police is a small force. 38 people responded to the survey and therefore their views may not reflect those of the wider policing community. 



Conclusion 
This dissertation has successfully achieved its objectives using both primary and secondary research. The existing literature shows that problems with CCB legislation have already been acknowledged and that there is scope for further investigation into these issues. This study supports the current research and has answered the research questions: 
Why are coercive and controlling charging rates so low?
The most significant findings of this project show that the main barrier to successful CCB investigations is that there is simply not enough evidence to submit to the CPS to authorise a charge. This is hindered by many factors. Firstly, the necessity to hit the points to prove presents officers with the difficult challenge of characterising the behaviour within their victim statements, which can be difficult to do when the behaviour is often so subjective and personal to the individual. 
Perpetrators of CCB are known for their manipulative qualities, which sadly means that many victims refuse or withdraw their complaint, sometimes due to their own perception of risk should they continue to support. This limits the police’s ability to discover new lines of enquiry and therefore they have no choice but to close with no further action.
The psychological nature of CCB means that there is often an absence of the visible evidence you would associate with domestic violence and therefore a statement might be the only representation of the abuse. The quality of this statement relies heavily on the officers true understanding of the CCB offence and ability to recognise the impact that the behaviour is having. 
The existing research clearly shows police failings in this area. Whilst this project proves that officers have a good idea of how CCB should be investigated and an awareness of possible evidence, responding officers must at first be in the mindset that the incident they are attending may be part of a deeper abusive pattern.  Furthermore, the police are constantly battling high workloads, low staffing, and stressful work environments and therefore their motivation to take on lengthy and taxing CCB investigations, knowing there is little chance of a charge will no doubt be questionable. 

Is a change in legislation necessary to simplify the offence and make it easier for police to investigate?
This project has found that gathering enough evidence to achieve the points to prove is the main reason for cases being dropped. This highlights the complexities of the offence wording which, when compared with the Scottish legislation proved less favourable. 
There is limited existing research into the comparison of the two versions; however, this study indicates that the majority of participating police officers think that the offence wording should be revised in favour of a simpler meaning. 
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