This chapter is an analysis and review of current and existing academic literature surrounding each of the key objectives.  The purpose of this is to draw conclusions from previous research to aid in developing an answer for the overall aim, assess what research has already been conducted and to discover any gaps in the subject area that need addressing.

Historical trends and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on knife crime.
National statistics show that in the year 2022/2023, of which are the most recent recordings, around 50,500 knife crime offences were committed, a 4.7% increase on the previous year, though 7% lower than what was recorded in 2019/2020.  Although there was a drop in the year 2020/21 when covid-19 was prevalent (Allen, Carthew and Zayed, 2023).  Statistics also highlight that knife crime was relatively low between the recordings of 2010/2011 and 2013/2014 before a steady increase in knife crime over the following 5 years.  It is important to note that the most up to date recordings state that the West Midlands Police faced the highest levels of knife crime, whereas North Yorkshire recorded the fewest offences (Allen, Carthew and Zayed, 2023).  However, (Bailey, Harinam and Ariel, 2020) argue that the increase in statistics is not necessarily as a result of increased offences, but due to increased police activity, such as stop and searches, as knife crime statistics include possession offences.  They propose that knife possession and violent crime should be recorded as separate offences.  Differences in the methods of policing adopted by forces across the country can also impact the validity of statistics, and in addition to this, Browne et all (2022) emphasise that participation of knife crime is not always driven by general violence, as data shows that the increase in knife crime doesn’t mean an increase in violent offending.  This can be suggested by the fact that knife carrying doesn’t always lead to a violent offence.  
Current mayor of London, Sadiq Khan claims a major factor for the increase in knife crime is austerity.  Since 2010, austerity has led to reductions in the size of UK police forces, making them less equipped to fight violent crime.  Between 2010 and 2019 the UK had lost around 20,000 police officers and 15,000 police staff while it is estimated between 400 and 600 police stations closed (Kirchmaier, 2019).  This data shows a strong correlation with the increase of knife crime that began in 2013.  With a weakened police force, public confidence in the police is also likely to fall.  The Crime Survey for England and Wales showed that the public perception of the police dropped from 63% of the public believing the police were doing an excellent job in 2015/16 to 56% in 2019/20, since then the methods of gathering this data had changed, making newer findings incomparable (Tudor, 2023).  Skarlatidou et al, (2023) make the claim that young people’s lack of confidence in the police leads to the increased likelihood of knife carrying as a method of self-defence, as they experience higher feelings of unsafety and develop the attitude that the police can’t protect them.  The increase in knife crime and decrease in public confidence of policing correspond, highlighting that there could be a direct connection.  The increase in gang culture across the UK is also a potential cause for increasing knife crime, the Serious Violence Strategy puts heavy emphasis on the rise of county lines drug gangs as a cause for the increase in violence amongst youths, with blame to social media for encouraging gang life and making knife carrying appear to be normal (Densley, Deucher and Harding, 2020).  Data shows that gang culture is particularly common amongst public housing and high-rise council estates.  Of which, Kirchmaier Machin and Villa-Llera (2020) argue that such places of residence generally accommodate people with lower incomes, this is because high-rise buildings in London were less likely to be gentrified and therefore are of lower value, meaning that deprivation is more common amongst such areas, as gangs are more prevalent in these areas, it can highlight a link between increased deprivation and knife crime.
As for the Covid-19 pandemic, there was a drop in knife crime in the year 2020/21, when Covid-19 was most prevalent, this could be as a result of different policing practises, although further research is needed in this area to conclude.  Hickland et al (2022) found that while the first lockdown led to a reduction in knife crime, by the third lockdown, levels of knife crime had resumed at their normal rate and have increased since.  They also call for further research into the effects of the Covid-19 restrictions on knife crime.  Current evidence proposes that the main causes of knife crime include poverty and adverse childhood experiences (HM Inspectorate of Probation). which can potentially explain the increase in knife crime following the pandemic.  Poverty is likely to have increased drastically as Covid-19 led to job losses, financial strain and food insecurity amongst deprived areas of the UK (Holt and Murray, 2019), which links to the beliefs of McNeill and Walker (2019) who argue that a strong factor for knife carrying is to commit theft in order for self-gain, of which can be financially motivated.  As for adverse childhood experiences, the Covid-19 pandemic had strong connection with poor mental health which can be a cause of adverse childhood experiences which can lead to criminality and can potentially be responsible for some of the knife crime that led to an increase post pandemic (Alradhi et al, 2022).  Overall, the literature has found that some of the factors that led to the rise in knife crime since 2013 include the increased austerity, reduced confidence in the police and that gang culture is becoming increasingly popular, while poverty and adverse childhood experiences caused by the pandemic have contributed post pandemic.  In addition to this, it was identified that further research is needed to address the effects of Covid-19 restrictions on knife crime and whether different policing practises that were adopted during the pandemic had an impact on the amount of knife crime recorded.
Young people and knife crime.
In cases of knife crime throughout the UK, young people are often the victim.  This is particularly common amongst urban populations, in which young people are most frequently subject to knife crime and become under a higher risk of long-term psychological issues as a result of such (Vulliamy et al, 2022).  In the year ending March 2022, there were 99 recorded deaths of people under the age of 25 caused by knife crime, 13 of which were under 16 (Akinsanya, 2023).  As for offending, statistics provided by the Ministry of Justice for the year ending 2023, show that there were 19,000 cautions and convictions of knife crime and  those under the age of 18 made up only 18% (Allen, Carthew and Zayed, 2023).  In addition to this, in 2018, the Office for National Statistics sampled a small number of people from groups aged between 10-15 and 16-29 regarding knife carrying and found that 6.5% of the younger group knew someone who had carried a knife, while the percentage for 16–29-year-olds was slightly less at 5.7%.  For both age groups, less than 1% of them had carried a knife themselves (Allen, Carthew and Zayed,2023).  This is the most recent data for this study and shows very little difference between the age groups, though further sampling could have been done on an older group of people.  Traynor (2016), states that amongst young offenders of knife crime the gender ratio is roughly 3:1 in favour of males.
(College of Policing, 2019) propose three key motivators for knife crime of which are for self-protection, to increase street credibility and respect and for use as a tool for other offences.  Self-protection refers to the fear of victimisation and the need to carry a knife as a self defence mechanism.  The Protection motivation theory can be used to explain why people carry knives and two key elements of the theory are the risk severity and vulnerability of the person (Palasinki et al, 2019).  From this theory, many would argue that younger people are more vulnerable, a study into the behaviours of 10–25-year-olds found that many of them had in fact carried a knife as a result of previous violence they had experienced (Hibson, Yesberg and Bradford, 2022) and therefore had carried one to protect themselves if necessary.  On top of this (Ramshaw and Dawson, 2019) argue that the mass-media campaigns in place to prevent knife carrying amongst young people that include posting photographs of seized weapons, can actually have a negative effect on young people and make them more worried about knife crime, potentially leading them to carry one as a means of protecting themselves.  As for street credibility, this can be popular amongst younger people who want to fit in or get themselves affiliated with dangerous people.  Young people who have friends prone to delinquency, know of gang members or spend more time on the street are at a higher risk of turning to gang culture (MacFarlane, 2019), of which knife crime can be heavily linked to.  Gang activities between rival gangs often leads to violence between one another and knife crime is often a method of violence used (Salt, 2022).  With more young people carrying knives to achieve respect and to fulfil gender identities, Squires (2018) identified a chain reaction as knife carrying by some who may be seen as a threat motivates others to carry knives in response.  As for knives being used to commit other offences, Traynor (2016) identified that the increase in street robbery the UK seen in the early 2000s was caused by the introduction of new technology such as mobile phones and other valuable items.  Such items are more appealing to younger audiences and may motivate them to commit a street robbery with a knife to obtain such items, particularly amongst people of lower socioeconomic backgrounds who have problems affording them.  Traynor (2016) also recognises that knives are commonly used by young people to intimidate members of rival gangs, which can be a form of threatening violence to others.
Brenner (2022) addresses the idea  that young people may be more likely to commit knife crime due to a lack of youth centres in their community, of which is less of a problem for older generations.  In addition to this, while young people may be more vulnerable to gang culture, Former Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe claims that 75% of knife crime amongst those aged 25 and under are not gang related while emphasising the role of status and fear as a factor leading to knife carrying amongst young people (Tribe, Harris and Kneebone, 2018).  Overall, literature in this area has identified that young people are very vulnerable to being the victim or perpetrator of knife crime, although in existing research, there is a heavy emphasis on young people.  further research conducted on older people in this subject area would be beneficial for comparative purposes to fully conclude the difference in vulnerability between older and younger people.
Government responses to knife crime.
The most recent legislation surrounding knife crime is the Offensive Weapons Act 2019. knife crime prevention orders were first introduced under this act as an interference put in place to prevent those who are at a high risk of knife crime from being involved in the crime (Hendry, 2022).  However, Green and Hendry (2022) propose that these orders emphasise the belief that knife crime is a black crime as those targeted for knife prevention are often black, young and poor.  Martin (2021) further adds to this by explaining that knife crime prevention orders give additional powers to police officers to stop and search , in which are already 19 times more likely to be performed on black minorities than white people.  On top of this, for a knife crime prevention order, the court must only decide whether it is more likely than not that the potential offender is likely to offend in the future, which many believe does not warrant a high enough standard of proof, which leads to the criminalisation of disadvantaged children.  Such criminalisation can mean innocent children may face issues gaining employment which can increase the likelihood of them offending in the future.  Teeple (2020) argues that the government are not responding to knife crime fast enough as the House of Lords and House of Commons couldn’t agree on how bladed products can be delivered to homes without ending up in the hands of an irresponsible individual, he proposes that businesses that sell knives should work with local authorities to regulate who becomes in possession of knives.
In 2021, Home Secretary Priti Patel announced plans to recruit 20,000 additional police officers and police resources and  new stop and search powers to prevent violent crimes, as for young people, she also introduced early intervention programmes to prevent young people from turning to gangs and their associated violence (Home Office, 2021).  Chivers (2020) questions is police numbers actually affect knife crime, finding that there is a causal link between police numbers and crime, therefore, recruiting police officers is likely a good decision from the government.  However, Roberts (2019) argues that multi agency partnerships would have a more significant impact on knife crime using the Scottish Violent Reduction as an example.  The government should focus on improving the resources for agencies to communicate and share information regarding knife crime in order to tackle it.
In 2017, the Government set out the London Knife Crime Strategy to reduce violent crime in the UK capital.  The strategy backed the use of the Gang Matrix, which identifies the most dangerous gang members in the city and aids with the identification of young people at risk of becoming associated with such gangs (Greater London Authority, 2017).  Densley and Pyrooz (2020) believe that the validity of the matrix must be questioned as it causes further discrimination with an overrepresentation of black people in gang lists.  UK drill music is also commonly listed as an encouraging factor for the amount of knife crime amongst young people from deprived area of London, leading to bans against music videos for the genre and criminal behaviour orders against drill artists (Fatsis, 2019).  Fatsis (2019) then argues that the impact of such music on knife crime is a misinterpretation and highlights the government’s failure in addressing the real causes of knife crime including social inequality, poverty and childhood trauma and proposes a new crime reduction model based on the Scotland Violent Crime Reduction Unit.  Overall, this review of literature has found a reoccurring theme that while the government is responding to knife crime amongst young people, the focus is placed on the wrong areas which impacts the effectiveness of them and leads to implications of discrimination against minorities.
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