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Regarding the Understanding of Contemporaneity in Art
The prerequisite for determining whether one's research is contemporary lies in understanding the concept of contemporaneity and grasping the characteristics of the times. Based on different interpretations of the concept, the forms of contemporary art also present diversity. In my view, the contemporaneity in a work necessitates a close alignment with the social and global trends of the past decade, grounding reflections on current social development and its status. This encompasses reflecting the spirit of the times, being sensitive to and capturing current trends, employing and mastering emerging technologies, presenting reflections on prominent contradictions and issues, sensitivity to political landscapes, examining and ruminating on one's own thoughts, and presenting a comprehensive synthesis of personal experiences and past encounters.
In summary, artistic creation serves as a mirror reflecting the individual's spiritual world, while contemporaneity concentrates on contemplation and research of present-day issues, and through modern techniques, it prompts widespread attention and contemplation. Contemporary art can act as a mirror of contemporary society, as well as a concentrated feedback on the focal points and directions of contemporary individuals' thoughts and concerns.
Research Interest and Its Underlying Logic
Based on my research interests in art and the impact of emerging technologies, I am particularly intrigued by the boundary between reality and illusion in contemporary society. To a certain extent, this can be viewed as a byproduct of technological development, especially with the advent of artificial intelligence technology, which has increasingly blurred people's confidence in what is real.
As technology-generated simulations become more lifelike and human cognition is increasingly shaped by technological devices, questions arise regarding whether contemporary citizens have a more open or isolated perception of the outside world, whether individuals' understanding of themselves and the external world is more accurate or ambiguous, and whether the distinction between truth and falsehood is becoming clearer or more obscure. Additionally, the efficiency of information transmission and its associated costs have become worthwhile areas of study. The emergence of imagery, in particular, further blurs the boundaries between reality and unreality, as if both sides are permeating each other, eventually merging into a future shrouded in misty ambiguity.
A notable case comes from the German artist Andreas Gursky. His work "Rhein II" vividly illustrates the issue of reality and illusion. Although this 2.1-meter by 3.6-meter piece meticulously portrays every detail, such as blades of grass and ripples, through post-production techniques, the artist creates an apparently realistic scene of a section of the Rhine River that does not actually exist.
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Rhein II  Andreas Gursky  1999

Contemporaneity in Creative Practice
Throughout my creative process, I am particularly focused on the boundary between the virtual and the real in contemporary imagery. A series of photography works created in 2017 serve as a case in point. They all draw from real-life scenes, yet in the process of photography, they lose their spatial characteristics, transforming into a play of pure two-dimensional lines and surfaces, colors and contrasts.
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In my new practice, I plan to utilize AI technology to reprocess well-known news photographs. I aim to delve into the gray areas of public perception, exploring how the elements in the images shape and influence people's understanding and judgment of facts. Is what the public sees truly authentic? Has what we perceive as reality undergone alterations and adjustments, and to what extent does it rely on political manipulation? Where lies the boundary between objectivity and subjectivity, and what role does technology play in our perception of the world? These are all questions I am attempting to investigate in my creative process.
In summary, within my practice, I address the challenges and dilemmas present in contemporary society. I seek to provoke a new contemplation among viewers regarding the distinctions between truth and falsehood, as well as issues such as political manipulation in society. This imparts a strong sense of contemporaneity, as it engages with the prevailing concerns and reflections of our times.
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Photographic and Visual Practice
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This work takes most of the photographs at galleries and museums. Within these busy, public spaces, | seek out quiet corners for
contemplation to highlight the importance of these otherwise unseen spaces. | have used the square format to organise and contain the
images as it is considered the foundation of nature in Chinese culture. And in this world of human-made spaces and technology, it is
important for me to discover and extract these shapes and angles to provide new perspectives and ways of seeing our public urban areas.
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Other works





