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Introduction
Storytelling is an important aspect in a child’s development from pre-birth to around seven years old. Storytelling supports children’s development by building on their oracy, writing and reading skills. From an early age children are exposed to stories through speech, song and play all of which contribute to the development of their communication abilities, imagination and emotional understanding. storytelling not only supports their language but also helps children make sense of their social and emotional experiences forming connections between themselves and the wider world. Lysaker (2019) focuses on early development and states storytelling even before children are able to write or read independently helps them develop early language skills and their understanding of the world around them. Similarly, Dickinson and Morse (2019) also say that talking to children through storytelling supports their language and literacy development. Storytelling has evolved over the last few years and children can now watch or listen to stories through e books, audiobooks and some apps, developing their digital literacy skills. According to Kucirkova (2018) digital storytelling creates new opportunities allowing children to be creative through different mediums which may encourage and motivate them to keep building on their oracy, writing and reading skills. Digital literacy has become an essential part to developing children’s language and creativity and practitioners need to provide these opportunities (Erstad and Gillen 2020).

Actions/gestures
The use of actions and gestures during storytelling plays a significant role in enhancing young children’s language development, understanding and engagement. According to Wall, et al. (2021) using actions to tell a story helps children to remember the story better and can support them in developing new vocabulary. Actions provide a visual representation of words and ideas, which enables children to make stronger connections between spoken language and meaning. Similarly Demir, Levine and Goldin-Meadow (2015) found that children who used and were exposed to gestures during storytelling were more likely to retell the stories better. Their research highlights that gestures serve as a bridge between thought and language enabling children to organise their ideas and recall events more accurately. Furthermore Bernstein, et al (2023) also states that using gestures and actions improves children’s storytelling skills and found that they were able to retell stories more easily. The use of gestures helps children to follow the sequence of a story and identify the beginning middle and end meaning they may be able to describe what happens in the story better (Dargue and Sweller, 2019). 
The role of gestures goes beyond memory and sequencing but also supports broader language and communication development. According to Bosiwah and Bronteng (2015) the use of actions or gestures in early childhood supports their understanding of language and therefore helps with their development of communication. This is beneficial for children who are still developing their language as gestures act asan extra channel through which meaning can be conveyed. Kalchhauser-Cunha, et al (2025) agrees and highlights that gestures supports children’s literacy skills by reinforcing the connection between words, actions and meaning. Similarly, Van Der Mescht, (2023) also found that using gestures or actions helped children to develop a deep understanding of new vocabulary meaning they were able to follow instructions effectively. Learning new language can be difficult if it is only done verbally, the use of non-verbal communication like gestures or actions supports children to learn new words and understand the meaning of them (Barnes et al, 2023). 
Furthermore gestures and actions make storytelling more interactive and engaging for children which can have a positive impact on their motivation and confidence as learners. According to Cekaite and Björk-Willén (2018) using actions or gesture provides the children with an engaging experience and allows them to fully embody the story encouraging children to participate in the storytelling. When children are asked to act out parts of the story they are not only listeners but also actively participating which encourages better attention. Similarly, Liang, et al. (2016) states that meaningful gestures allow children to join in with the story and support them to become creative learners.  
Overall research demonstrates that integrating gestures and actions into storytelling provides children with a powerful learning experience. It  strengthens their ability to understand, remember communicate ideas while also supporting social and emotional engagement. By using gestures in everyday storytelling activities this can be an effective way to make learning more inclusive supporting the holistic development of children.
Expression
Expression plays an important role in storytelling and supports children’s language, social and emotional development. One aspect of expression that supports children’s language skills is the use of onomatopoeia, which is used in both the traditional and digital book throughout. According to McKenzie (2021) the use of onomatopoeia grabs the attention of others meaning children are more likely to interact making storytelling a more engaging experience. By imitating real world sounds such as buzz or crash children can connect language to sensory experiences which supports their understanding of words. Vigliocco, et al (2019) states that onomatopoeia is used consistently in the very early stages of children’s development but then decreases as they get older implying using onomatopoeia helps children develop those early sounds or words. Similarly, Laing (2016) suggests that onomatopoeic words are some of the earliest words used in a child’s development and that using onomatopoeia in storytelling encouraged children to engage and helped them to recognise the sounds of different words supporting their language. Motamedi, et al. (2020) agrees and also found that onomatopoeic words help children make connections and understand the meaning of different words through sensory experiences. 
Another aspect that supports children’s language skills is facial expression as you can see the reader using this throughout both stories, but it could be argued this is more evident in the traditional story. According to Chasanah and Hasibuan (2024) the use of facial expression not only engages children but helps them to understand different emotions supporting their social and emotional skills. It can take children a long time to recognise different emotions so incorporating facial expressions into storytelling early on can support their ability to recognise various emotions such as happnss, sadness or fear (Gao and Maurer, 2010). This process contributes to empathy and emotional literacy which are key to holistic development. It can be argued that facial expressions more prominent in traditional face to face storytelling as the physical presence of the reader enable more dynamic non-verbal communication. However digital storytelling can also integrate facial expressions or interactive features that gain similar effects.
Another aspect that is often used to help children’s oracy, literacy and writing skills during storytelling is non-verbal vocal expression which includes different tone, pitch and rhythm. For example, in both stories above the reader used the expressions yawning and snoring. Westlund, et al (2017) study found that using expressive dialect such as sighing, yawning, laughing and so on to tell a story shows children to be more interested and able to remember and retell more of the story. Changes in voice help to distinguish characters, emphasise key events and bring the story to life making it easier for children to follow and remember the story. According to Steinhaeusser and Lugrin (2023) newer technology such as robots are now likely going to be able to tell a story being just as expressive as humans creating more opportunities for learning and supporting children’s digital competency. Using expression throughout storytelling enhances the story and keeps children more engaged (Patil and Manjare, 2014).
Overall the use of onomatopoeia, facial expressions and vocal sound expression enhances storytelling by making it more interactive and memorable. These forms of expression provide multi sensory learning experiences that strengthen children’s vocabulary. 
Tone
Tone is an essential element of storytelling that influences how children participate with and understand the story. One aspect of tone during storytelling is the expression of emotion which helps describe the mood of the story and also the feeling of the characters. According to Rusyda (2023) through different tones for example sadness, excitement or fear children are able to work out emotional cues and connect with the story. This emotional awareness helps their social and emotional development by helping them recognise different feelings.
Another important aspect of tone during storytelling is creating and distinguishing between characters. This is shown in both traditional and digital stories where the reader changes their voice between characters and is dependent on how the character is presented to be feeling. For example, a storyteller may use a deep, slow voice for a giant or a soft, high pitched tone for a shy or quiet character. According to Mandira and Khoiriyah (2017) these changes to tone help children identify which character is speaking and how that character is feeling which goes towards helping their engagement. 
Another aspect of tone is how the change of tone helps children follow the order of the story and understand the plot. According to Dubey (2025) the use of tone helps set narrative and children are more likely to understand the direction in which the story is going. By adjusting tone to match the events of the story this can highlight shifts in mood and action. For example, speaking more quickly during exciting moments of the story or more softly during reflective parts. This supports both the children’s understanding of the story and their development of listening skills. 
Overall, the use of tone in storytelling enables children to follow, interpret and connect with stories. It adds depth to storytelling helping to bring characters to life, enabling children to develop their language and understanding. 

Conclusion
Storytelling is a powerful tool that supports children’s holistic development from birth through early childhood. It strengthens oracy, reading and writing skills and fosters imagination, communication and emotional understanding. Using actions and gestures for storytelling helps children’s memory and vocabulary by linking physical movement to language. Also, expression techniques such as onomatopoeia facial expression and vocal sounds make stories more engaging and interactive supporting children’s growth and development. Tone further enriches storytelling by showing emotion, distinguishing characters and helping children follow the story. As storytelling develops through digital media it is important that the storyteller incorporate both traditional and digital methods to create inclusive, multi-sensory learning experiences. The use of a PowerPoint or slideshow was useful compared to other digital forms as children can see both the readers face and they are able to see the pictures clearly however there could be some implication such as practitioners not being confident with technology or having technical issues like buffering or sound issues. The use of a physical book was also helpful as children are able to see the readers movement more although some readers may struggle to show the book to the children at the same time as reading. Overall storytelling remains an important approach that encourages creativity, language development and emotional intelligence in young children laying the foundation for lifelong learning. 


Reference List 

Barnes, E.M., Hadley, E.B., Lawson-Adams, J. and Dickinson, D.K. (2023) 'Nonverbal supports for word learning: Prekindergarten teachers’ gesturing practices during shared book reading,' Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 64, pp. 302–312. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2023.04.005.
Bernstein, K.A., Lauren van Huisstede, Marley, S.C., Yuchan (Blanche) Gao, Pierce-Rivera, M., Ippolito, E., M. Adelaida Restrepo, Millinger, J., Brantley, K. and Gantwerker, J. (2023) 'Gesture like a kitten and you won’t forget your tale: Drama-based, embodied story time supports preschoolers’ narrative skills,' Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 66, pp. 178–190. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2023.10.004.
Bosiwah, L., and Bronteng, J.E. (2015) 'The power of meaningful gestures in teaching and learning literacy in early childhood education centres in the Cape Coast metropolis,' International Journal of Elementary Education, 4(3), p. 46. https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ijeedu.20150403.12.
Cekaite, A. and Björk-Willén, P. (2018) 'Enchantment in storytelling: Co-operation and participation in children’s aesthetic experience,' Linguistics and Education, 48, pp. 52–60. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.linged.2018.08.005.
Chasanah, L.M.N. and Hasibuan, R. (2024) Analysis of the Role of Facial Expression in Media Presence in the Development of Social, Emotional, and Expressive Language Skills in Children Aged 3-4 Years. Journal of Islamic Education Students (JIES), 4(1), pp.142-152.
Dargue, N. and Sweller, N. (2019) 'Learning Stories Through Gesture: Gesture’s Effects on child and adult narrative comprehension,' Educational Psychology Review, 32(1), pp. 249–276. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-019-09505-0.
Demir, Ö.E., Levine, S.C. and Goldin-Meadow, S. (2015) ‘A tale of two hands: children’s early gesture use in narrative production predicts later narrative structure in speech’, Journal of Child Language, 42(3), pp. 662–681. doi:10.1017/S0305000914000415.
Dickinson, D.K. and Morse, A.B. (2019) Connecting through talk. Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
Dubey, L. (2025) The Significance of Tone in Narratology and its Implications for Fiction Pedagogy, IIS Univ.J.A. journal-article, pp. 313–326. https://iisjoa.org/sites/default/files/iisjoa/march2025/27th%20Paper.pdf.
Erstad, O. and Gillen, J. (2020) The Routledge handbook of digital literacies in early childhood.  Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge.
Gao, X. and Maurer, D. (2010) A happy story: Developmental changes in children’s sensitivity to facial expressions of varying intensities. Journal of experimental child psychology, 107(2), pp.67-86.
Kalchhauser-Cunha, T., Silva, M., Canário, A.C. and Alves, R.A. (2025) 'The influence of writing medium and gesture modality on early literacy skills,' Reading and Writing. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11145-025-10696-y.
Kucirkova, N. (2018) How and Why to Read and Create Children’s Digital Books: A Guide for Primary Practitioners. London, UCL Press.
Laing, C. (2019) 'A role for onomatopoeia in early language: evidence from phonological development,' Language and Cognition, 11(2), pp. 173–187. https://doi.org/10.1017/langcog.2018.23.
Liang, H., Chang, J., Kazmi, I.K., Zhang, J.J. and Jiao, P. (2016) 'Hand gesture-based interactive puppetry system to assist storytelling for children,' The Visual Computer, 33(4), pp. 517–531. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00371-016-1272-6.
Lysaker, J.T. (2019) Before words. Teachers College Press.
McKenzie, P. (2021) Picture books that pop: Building emergent literacy through alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme, and meter. Rocky Mountain Review, 75(1), pp.27-44.
Motamedi, Y., Murgiano, M., Perniss, P., Wonnacott, E., Marshall, C., Goldin‐Meadow, S. and Vigliocco, G. (2020) 'Linking language to sensory experience: Onomatopoeia in early language development,' Developmental Science, 24(3). https://doi.org/10.1111/desc.13066.
Patil, P.R. and Manjare, C.A. (2014) 'Expressive speech analysis for story telling application,' Expressive Speech Analysis for Story Telling Application, pp. 97–101. https://doi.org/10.1109/gcwcn.2014.7030856.
Rusyda, U. (2023) 'The use of diction and tone in children’s stories book entitled “Great Stories for Children” by Ruskin Bond,' INFERENCE: Journal of English Language Teaching, 6(2), pp. 179–185.
Steinhaeusser, S.C. and Lugrin, B. (2023) 'Effects of number of voices and voice type on storytelling experience and robot perception,' in Chapman and Hall/CRC eBooks, pp. 9–32. https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003320470-2.
Van Der Mescht, C.R. (2023) 'In word and deed: Embodying early literacy learning in gestures and postures,' South African Journal of Childhood Education, 13(1). https://doi.org/10.4102/sajce.v13i1.1280.
Vigliocco, G., Motamedi, Y., Murgiano, M., Wonnacott, E., Marshall, C., Maillo, I.M. and Perniss, P. (2019) Onomatopoeia, gestures, actions and words:How do caregivers use multimodal cues in their communication to children? https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2tt167p6.
Wall, D., Foltz, S., Kupfer, A. and Glenberg, A.M. (2021) 'Embodied action scaffolds dialogic reading,' Educational Psychology Review, 34(1), pp. 401–419. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10648-021-09617-6.
Westlund, J.M.K, Jeong, S., Park, H.W., Ronfard, S., Adhikari, A., Harris, P.L., DeSteno, D. and Breazeal, C.L., (2017). Flat vs. expressive storytelling: Young children’s learning and retention of a social robot’s narrative. Frontiers in human neuroscience, 11, p.295.
Mandira, G. and Khoiriyah, K. (2017). ANALYSIS OF STORYTELLING STYLE TO EARLY CHILDHOOD. Jurnal ILMI, [11(1), pp.64–69. Available at: https://unimel.edu.my/journal/index.php/JILMI/article/view/1027 
‌




