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What does/can poetic language do?

Poetry lifts the veil from the hidden beauty of the world, and makes familiar objects be as if they were not familiar. ... (P.B Shelley A Defence of Poetry 1819)
'For words, like Nature, half reveal / And half conceal the Soul within' 

(Tennyson In Memoriam, V 1850) 

Defamiliarization: "estranging," "slowing down," or "prolonging" perception

Defamiliarzation:

is an aesthetic end in itself (p. 751).

Art exists that one may recover the sensation of life; it exists to make one feel things, to make the stone stony. (p. 754).

After we see an object several times, we begin to recognise it. The object is in front of us and we know about it but we do not see it – hence we cannot say anything significant about it. Art removes objects from the automatism of perception. (p. 754)

(Victor Shklovsky “Art as a Technique.” Critical Theory Since Plato. Ed. Hazard Adams. (Texas: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1999))
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