Simple Layouts with CSS

CSS is used in modern webpages for layout. 

Here is a simple two-column layout. Below, a <div> tag called left and right have been used to create two columns:

<html>
<head>
<style>
body{margin:0px}
.left{width:200px;height:400px;background-color:blue;}
.right{width:600px;height:400px;background-color:green;}
}

</style>
</head>

<body>

<div class="left">
a
</div>

<div class="right">
b

</div>
</body>
</html>

This shows on the screen as follows:

[image: ]


To change the position of these two boxes, one approach is to us position:absolute


<style>
.left{width:200px;height:400px;background-color:blue;position:absolute}
.right{width:600px;height:400px;background-color:green;position:absolute}
</style>


When using position:absolute, each div tag is positioned in relation to the top left-hand corner. This means that left and right are on top of each other:

[image: ]The left div tag is underneath





Using margin-left and margin-top, we can now move left and right to where we want them. For example:

<style>
.left{width:200px;height:400px;background-color:blue;position:absolute}
.right{width:600px;height:400px;background-color:green;position:absolute;
margin-left:200px;}
}
</style>

[image: ]right has been moved by 200px (it now has a 200px margin on the left)






[bookmark: _GoBack]This can be done for more than two div tags, in order to set up “zones” on your webpage, for example, to hold a banner and a menu.

<html>
<head>
<style>
body{margin:0px}
.top{width:800px;height:100px;background-color:red;position:absolute}
.left{width:200px;height:400px;background-color:blue;position:absolute;
margin-top:100px}
.right{width:600px;height:400px;background-color:green;position:absolute;
margin-left:200px;margin-top:100px}
}
</style>
</head>

<body>

<div class="top">
Banner
</div>

<div class="left">
Menu
</div>

<div class="right">
Text
</div>

</body>
</html>
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