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The problem Husserl is reacting to

(Warnock, Existentialism, 1970/2005, pp. 26-27)

(Warnock, 1970/2005, pp. 26-27) (Reynolds, Understanding Existential

(Warnock, 1970/2005, pp. 30-31)



Husserl’s method: the epoché (bracketing
the “natural attitude”)

ecoming and having endlessly

hist; | am not doubting its factual being

ject is given), without importing science/psychology explanations



Mug example
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Does Husserl’s method work? What it
achieves—and what it risks

Con (first worry)

e really bracket? It's hard to genuinely
d belief and not smuggle assumptions back in

(Husserl, Ideas I, p.
60-61, §32).

- Risk of inward turn: Critics argue it can look as
though you’re trapped in consciousness and lose the
world

(Warnock, 1970/2005, pp. 30-3

- Abstracts from embodiment/history: by purifying
experience, it could downplay the role of the body,
social practices, language, and culture




Can we really bracket?

 attend rience in order to discern essential
(Reynolds, Understanding Existentialism, 2006, p.13) ' ,///,// kind of sustained bracketing away — or
] n in Husserl’s terms — isimpossible’

(Reynolds, Understanding
Existentialism, 2006, p.13)

A A s

‘ m not negating this “world” as though | were a sophist; | am not
oubting itsfactual being as though | were a skeptic’

(Husserl, 1983, p.61, §32)



, subij - 'y of our own consciousness (in pure or
2007, p. 34) _ rans ental phenomenology), and onto a focus on

AR

‘They take nothing away from the fully valid being of the
world.... The real actuality is not...denied; it is rather that a
countersensical interpretation...Is removed’

darll

p. 129, §107)
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Conclusion

ubting its factual being

mporting science/psychology explanations

Naaasons

(Husserl, Ideas I, p.
60-61, §32).

turn: Critics argue it can look as
pped in consciousness and lose the

(Warnock, 1970/2005, pp. 30-31)

bstracts from embodiment/history: by purifying
experience, it could downplay the role of the body,
gog:ial practices, language, and culture

{Warnock, 1970/2005, pp.
34-35) ; v
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