Assignment One 
How Epistemology has been modernised.

Epistemology is defined as the study of knowledge. It comes from the Greek “episteme” which means knowledge and “logos” which means account. The word epistemology was coined roughly in the 19th century, the philosophy itself is one of the oldest. It is considered a main facet of philosophy with metaphysics, ethics and logical philosophy being the other three. Throughout the centuries, many well-known philosophers have given their take on epistemology with the most notable being that of Aristotle and Plato. They were both ancient Greek philosophers and considered some of the most influential figures in philosophy. They have contributed to other fields of philosophy such as mathematics and politics.
Epistemology has spawned different trains of thought about how people think of knowledge such as the nature of knowledge itself and the range of knowledge. The nature of knowledge is concerned with what does it mean when we say to someone we know or don’t know something and how we can distinguish between the two. The range of knowledge is concerned with “how much do we, or can we, know? [footnoteRef:1]”. It is also concerned with how we use information gained from other people and our sensory experiences to get knowledge.  [1:  David A. Truncellito, Epistemology (no date), https://iep.utm.edu/epistemo/, [Accessed 01 November 2024].] 

A popular branch of the extent of knowledge is scepticism which questions whether we can acquire knowledge at all and if we know anything. Radical scepticism challenges the notion that we have knowledge and that we know nothing at all. To a radical sceptic, everything is worth doubting. There is a famous radical sceptic scenario which was modernised by philosopher Hilary Putnam called “Brain in a vat”. This scenario tells you to imagine that in this moment, you are a brain in a vat hooked up to a computer and the environment you are in is simulated. If this is true, then the reality that you think you are in is false as it is being simulated. A sceptic would then ask, ‘if our reality is simulated and not real, how can we truly know anything about it”. An even more modern version of this scenario would be from the 1999 movie ‘The Matrix’. In which the fictional characters are in a simulation controlled by robots. As David J. Chalmers says in his book ‘The Character of Consciousness’, “The Matrix presents a version of an old philosophical fable: the brain in a vat”[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  David J. Chalmers, The Matrix as Metaphysics in The Character of Consciousness (Oxford Academic, 2010), p. 456
  ] 

A counter to scepticism that G.E. Moore used was dubbed ‘The Moorian Approach’. This approach was trying to prove the external world is real. G.E. Moore stated that we should simply look at our hands, or legs or any other body part to prove we are real[footnoteRef:3]. The approach is described as such:  [3:  Jennifer Nagel (Wireless Philosophy), PHILOSOPHY - Epistemology: Three Responses to Skepticism [video]. 2016 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xehTcQeqDWs [accessed 03 November 2024].] 

1) Here is one hand
2) Hands are external objects
3) Therefore, external objects are real. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xehTcQeqDWs.] 

The classical theory of knowledge was called the Justified True Belief theory or JTB for short. For centuries philosophers considered the nature of knowledge to be justified true belief. However, it mostly agreed upon now that knowledge and belief are different. Knowledge can be used to justify a belief but not the other way around. We typically need a good basis for true knowledge. For example, if someone believes it is sunny outside without having looked out a window and they just so happen to be right, we will say they do not ‘know’ it is raining because they haven’t based it off anything, they just assumed that, and it just so happened to be correct. This is the more modern interpretation of what knowledge is. To extend on this, another modern approach to knowledge would be the ‘Gettier Problem’. The Gettier Problem aims to challenge the classical theory of knowledge. Edmund Gettier published a paper in 1963 that argues that people can have a false justified true belief such as the person who luckily guessed it was sunny outside without checking first. There have been numerous counterpoints to his paper including the ‘no false lemmas theory’. The no false lemmas theory describes that someone who has gotten lucky with their belief would still be right. “a person is justified in believing something true, but does not know it, because the truth is somehow incorrectly connected with their evidence.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Simon Blackburn, no false lemmas principle in Dictionary of Philosophy (Oxford University Press, 2016), p. 113] 
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