Critically evaluate the increase of hate crime within the UK. Using a case study of your choice.

This essay will critically evaluate the increase of hate crime within the UK, in relation to the 2016 EU referendum. It will first provide an understanding of what hate crime is and will evaluate the increase of hate crime caused by the EU referendum as well as discussing how the media played a role in popular discourse, and how other factors such as mental health, xenophobia and racialisation have affected migrants and the British black and minority ethnic communities post-Brexit.
The definition of a hate crime is defined by the Metropolitan Police (2023), as a perpetrator committing a criminal offence solely on the basis of the victim’s race, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or prejudice against a person who is transgender. The Public Order Act 1986, c.64, Part III, gives a statutory definition on what an individual must do to fulfil the offence of racial hatred. According to East Cambridgeshire District Council (2023), there are three different types of Hate Crime within the UK. Physical assault, for which the perpetrator can be charged with common assault, actual bodily harm (ABH) or grievous bodily harm (GBH). Verbal abuse, this counts towards threats or name-calling which is especially displeasing for minority groups. Lastly, Incitement to hatred, which happens when an individual “acts in a way that is threatening” and intends to promote hatred. The individual can do this by the use of verbal communication, the use of images, videos or music and information from the internet.
As already mentioned, verbal communication is a type of hate crime, which is commonly referred to as hate speech. Hate speech according to the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) (Council of Europe , 2023a) covers all “forms of expressions which advocate, incite, promote or justify hatred, violence and discrimination against a person or group of persons”. According to Gorenc (2022, p. 418), there is a potential conflict between hate speech and freedom of speech because of the need for freedom of expression whilst also respecting people’s right to dignity and respect. According to Council of Europe (2023b), because of hate speech, victims feel more excluded from society, as they are forced out of the public debate and silenced. Furthermore, the impact of hate speech can provoke groups and societies against each other to create violence, hate crime, war and genocide (Council of Europe, 2023b). 
[bookmark: _Hlk155788297]The Home Office (2023) release statistics on how many reports of hate crime hare recorded annually in the UK. In terms of police reports of recording hate crime offences within England and Wales, there has been a steadily increase in the last couple of years. The majority of hate crimes were racially motivated, accounting for two-thirds of the overall offences for hate crimes in the previous years. In 2020/21 there were a total of 122,256 hate crimes recorded by the police, compared to 2021/22 where there were 153,536 hate crimes recorded, however in 2022/23 the hate crime recorded by the police went down to 145,214. In 2021/22 hate crime offences peaked for Race with 108,476 reports, Religion with 8,602 reports, Sexual Orientation with 25,639 reports and disability with 13,905 reports. However, in 2022/23 reports on hate crime towards Transgender increase from 4,262 in 2021/22 to 4,732 which showed an 11% increase. According to Professor Matthew Williams of Cardiff University (BBC, 2023) the reason why the overall statistics for hate crime dropped was due to the Home Office informing the police to “prioritise free speech”, whenever the police are dealing with hate incidents. Furthermore, Williams said the rise in hate crimes for Transgender people “is being fuelled by political rhetoric and the fallout on social media and in the media” (BBC, 2023). However, according to a Home Office spokesperson (BBC, 2023), the rise in transgender hate crime may be genuinely increasing, but another drive to the increase is due to improved recording methods by the police, as according to the Home Office (2023) police for England and Wales are becoming more aware when identifying and recording crimes related to transgender hate crimes. 
One case study concerning the rise of hate crimes in the UK involves various minority groups being targeted after the Brexit referendum in 2016. Some people suggest that the referendum seemed to have been a “trigger event” which spiked the increase of hate crime within the UK (Divine, 2018) as hate crime for race and religion increased by 15-25% in England and Wales (Sprigg, et al., 2021; Heald, et al., 2018). On Thursday 23rd June 2016, the Brexit or EU referendum took place in the UK. The purpose of the referendum was to ask the UK citizens whether the UK remain in or leave the European Union (EU), and as a result 51.9% of the voters, voted to leave the EU (Henderson, et al., 2017). Within the UK, the majority of votes for Leave were England (53.4%) and Wales (52.5%) however the majority voted to Remain in Scotland (62.0%) and Northen Ireland (NI) (55.5%). Given that 84% of the UK population were from England, this outweighed the Remain majorities in Scotland and NI (Jeffery, 2016). It is important to understand why a majority of English nationals voted to Leave the EU; some argue it was due to the fact that the UK government wanted to reduce immigration and to “take back control” of the country (Basten, 2016, pp. 673-674; Goodwin and Milazzo, 2017). The Leave voters claimed that immigration was “straining infrastructure” and the NHS which was under the pressure and unable to cope with the population not only increasing but “aging” too, and they also claimed that there was an estimated 10,000 shortfall in primary school places within England (Helm, 2016). This was why groups such as those with right-wing views, older people and English nationalists were the common voters to Leave the EU (Henderson, et al., 2017). Furthermore, Becker, et al. (2017), suggests individuals who had low income and high unemployment were key drivers of the Vote Leave campaign.  
According to Williams, et al. (2022, p. 1003), “the Brexit vote was linked by the Home Office to the largest increase in police recorded hate crime since records began”. Furthermore, Nandi and Luthra (2021, p.1) outline within their findings, that the referendum did not only lead to a rise in the pervasiveness of racial harassment, but an increase of the amount of fear of  racial harassment after the Brexit vote. Nandi and Luthra (2021, p.1) suggest that the individuals who were living in fear were from middle class, minorities with higher levels of education and individuals from middle class neighbourhood with mainly left leaning politics. The Brexit campaign led to an increase in discrimination of ethnic and racial minorities (Nandi & Luthra, 2021, p. 1) and media coverage of policticized events caused further out-group hostility by promoting underlying prejudies and creating new bias opinions (Gavin, 2018, pp. 833-834). Nandi and Luthra (2021, p.2) state, that the figures from the police reports (Home Office, 2020) show that racially motivated hate crimes after the EU referendum showed an increase, however Carr et al. (2020 p. 6) suggest that the increase was not only because of victim and witness reports, but because of the changes in people’s attitudes following the UK media provocation of the UK public, which eventually led to more actual acts of hate crime. 
Whilst the Brexit negotatations were going on, the Conservative Party, issued a statement that the EU Charter of Fundemental Rights, which in 2009 became a law as well as the Lisbon treaty, would no longer be part of the domestic UK legislation, when the UK leave the EU (Heald, et al., 2018, p. 159). The Charter is a legally binding document, which includes civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights to help protect an EU individual with equality, freedom, inclusion, non-discrimiation, human dignity and democracy. The differences between this EU law and any other international law, is that that the Charter must be granted supremacy over national law (European Union Agency for Fundemental Rights, 2019; European Union, 2024). However, according to the latest data, since the UK is no longer in the EU the Charter does not apply for UK migrants (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2019).
Heald et al (2018, p.160) argue that political and media groups are ignoring black and minority ethnic (BME) communities which, because of Brexit, is causing mental health concerns with BME people according to the limited data. Heald et al (2018), concluded that BME people suffered mental health problems after the Brexit referendum. This is based on individual reports rather than systematic research, however, Heald et al (2018, pp.159-160) argue that research shows a link between perceived racism and its impact on mental health issues such as schizophrenia and make the case that external factors such as Brexit have increased this discrimination within BME communities leading to an impact on mental health. 
In a survey conducted by Slime et al. (2022), they asked 1,120 young people aged between 12-18 who were identified as Central or Eastern European migrants. Furthermore, Slime et al (2022), also used focus groups and case studies to report that young migrants everyday have experienced xenophobia and racialisation. The young migrants had encountered a range of racial discrimination from micro-aggressions to intentional verbal and physical assault (Slime , et al., 2022, pp. 4541-4542). Additionally, they concluded after the referendum that the young European migrants had been placed in a new form of social stratification, which as a result has caused a problem for the young migrants, devoping new insecurities as they feel unsafe because they are classified as “other” which has led them to believe they are victims throughout schools and public places. The problem today is these migrants are treated by the white, British nationals with verbal slurs, which when viewed by bystanders could be viewed as humour and banter, however sometimes this could be verbal abuse or threats being made. Slime et al. (2022, p. 4542) suggest the need for early intervention is crucial, by discussing these problems at school and community levels, as some of the young Eastern European migrants interviewed had been victims to discrimination which went unreported. Slime et al. (2022) also suggest that being white means the young european migrants are not taken seriously when reporting incidents of racial abuse. 
After the votes for Brexit, the UK government released the Hate Crime Action Plan (Home Office, 2016) to try to tackle Brexit-related hate crime. The UK Government’s idea to stop hate crime, was to gather policymakers to develop an improved understanding of the factors and motivations leading to hate crime (Williams, et al., 2022, p. 1003). Williams, et al. (2022, p.1004), suggested that the 2016 Action Plan raised concerns both short and long term about the rise in hate crime, and proposed that attention should be given to nurturing a new vision of community post Brexit which includes a focus on community cohesion. Within the Hate Crime Action Plan (2016), the plans aims were to increase reporting, to secure places of worship and to develop the public’s understanding of the ‘drivers of hate (Williams, et al., 2022, p. 1004). These new initiatives from the 2016 Action Plan showed that the government had recognised that the nature of hate crime was changing. The Hate Crime Action Plan’s  (2016) aims were to increase reporting, to secure places of worship and to develop the public’s understanding of the ‘drivers of hate  (Williams, et al., 2022, p. 1004). These new initiatives from the 2016 Action Plan showed that the government had recognised that the nature of hate crime was changing.
In summary, there is significant evidence from journal articles and government statistics that hate crime is increasing in the UK. Some articles state that the Brexit referendum was the trigger event that led hate crime to soar, particularly with race and religion (Divine, 2018; Sprigg et al, 2021; Heald et al, 2018). Nandi and Luthra (2021), also suggested that after the referendum, racial harassment was not the only problem that was rising in the country but also the increase of fear for racial harassment, particular migrants who are from middle class backgrounds with high levels of education. Some journal articles (Nandi and Luthra, 2021; Heald et al, 2018), suggest that media and social media took part in provoking the public to engage with hate speech and hate crime to discriminate racial and minority communities during the Brexit campaign. Furthermore, Heald et al (2018), concluded that, communities from Black and minority groups had suffered mental health problems post-Brexit due to this perceived discrimination. Lastly, a survey conducted by Slime et al (2022), showed that young migrants from central and eastern Europe experienced racialisation and xenophobia after the referendum, this is because the migrants get discriminated but because the migrants are white, they are not taken seriously when reporting of an offence. In terms of the current situation, statistics show that race hate crime is still at large today, however, hate crime towards transgender was the only category that was still increasing in 2022/23. Professor Williams (BBC, 2023) suggests this is because it “is being fuelled by political rhetoric and the fallout on social media and in the media”.
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