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Welsh Plan
[bookmark: _Int_tZ0SSXYa]Blwyddyn / Year: 7
[bookmark: _Int_hkGpEKHC][bookmark: _Int_g0e9e7Tp]Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad / Area of Learning and Experience: Languages, literacy and communication
[bookmark: _Int_nuWNyyFw]Amcan y wers / Aims of the lesson: All students will be able to say several colours and write at least one colour in Welsh. Most students will be able to write multiple colours. 
[bookmark: _Int_h5gmSW36][bookmark: _Int_R1XbFqSl]Gwybodaeth flaenorol / Previous knowledge: Majority of the colours will be prior knowledge.
[bookmark: _Int_BLNgWhaM][bookmark: _Int_LSIqxTl9][bookmark: _Int_LJYRN0jF][bookmark: _Int_IJU18LCi][bookmark: _Int_ll3IFRTm][bookmark: _Int_i70YmI72][bookmark: _Int_NH7VbfFD][bookmark: _Int_n6nVNivU]Geirfa allweddol / Key vocabulary: Coch – red, oren – orange, melyn – yellow, gwyrdd – green, glas – blue, porffor – purple, pinc – pink, llwyd – grey, brown – brown, enfys – rainbow, lliwiau - colours
[bookmark: _Int_R4SLRaIZ][bookmark: _Int_3VxGct43]Ffocws iaith / Language focus: Speaking - pronunciation of vocabulary, writing – spelling of vocabulary, recall of vocabulary/activating prior knowledge on the subject
[bookmark: _Int_QfRNZX75][bookmark: _Int_2srTD18a][bookmark: _Int_hHmG7oVf]Gweithgareddau addysgu a dysgu / Teaching and Learning Activities: 
1. PowerPoint with English colour and image – activating prior knowledge - can students recall the vocabulary in Welsh?
2. All students to practice pronunciation by saying each colour as a class
3. All students to choose a colour and write it on the matching-coloured piece of paper, practising spelling
4. Students to form a rainbow with their colours and reinforce pronunciation by saying their colour
[bookmark: _Int_rkzho2cd]Adnoddau / Resources: PowerPoint presentation, coloured paper, sweets
Word count: 197
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Welsh Evalutation
I was pleased to get through the Welsh lesson but am aware that there are obvious areas that could have been improved. I am not very confident in my Welsh abilities, particularly when it comes to speaking and pronunciation. Having to stand in front of a class who have been learning Welsh their whole lives, knowing that my ability is dramatically lower than theirs is unpleasant. 
[bookmark: _Int_xN85t3cr][bookmark: _Int_mhPIUFKn]It is also worth noting that it is difficult to fit a Welsh focus into a subject such as science where the students struggle extensively with terminology and spelling at the best of times and we are under strict time pressures with Y10 and Y11 to cover the required content for their GCSEs. I also did not feel comfortable using Welsh and risking a lack of understanding that could lead to serious safety issues when running a practical science session and therefore this session was done with my form class. I focused on a topic I knew with my level of Welsh, which relates to their science class as we had recently studied acids and alkalis (with universal indicator you see a range of colours depending on the pH). 
[bookmark: _Int_IuCOK6RD]I would like to briefly comment on the poor video quality, which makes it hard to hear the spoken Welsh clearly in places. I was limited to devices I owned I could use to record the video and in the locations my phone could be safely placed due to the recording being taken in a science lab. If I were to do this again, I would try and source access to a better recording device and place the recording device closer to myself to get a better recording of my speech.
At the point in the year, I had to record this lesson, I had only had a few lessons in Welsh. As described by Barnes (2006), subject knowledge is a key concern for any trainee teachers in MFL. As someone who speaks multiple other languages fluently, subject knowledge was a key concern for me, and I remain acutely aware Welsh is the weakest of my languages.  Since filming, I have had another set of lessons and found opportunities to practice outside the classroom and can already see that my Welsh ability has improved. I therefore would have benefitted had the deadline for this module allowed me to film this lesson in my second placement as I would have had much more confidence in spoken Welsh. Due to the intense workload to meet the expectations of my second placement alongside the research assignment, I could not find an opportunity to undertake another Welsh focused lesson in the couple of weeks prior to the deadline after starting placement 2.
On watching back my video, I was surprised to see how often I could have used incidental words in Welsh that I used in English without thinking. There are occasions where I praised the learners and could have used Welsh but, in the moment, I was anxious and didn’t think of this. Another example was where I said “Good morning” to a late arriving student and could have easily said “Bore da” to establish that the lesson had a Welsh focus without needing to explain this. This is something I have developed more with time. I find I default to a language I am more comfortable with, particularly in stressful situations such as this one.
I tried to focus on the development of the learners' Welsh abilities without having to expose my lack of confidence in the language. I used techniques within my lesson across various domains of language learning. I began the lesson with recall to establish prior knowledge, drilled vocabulary for speaking and listening practice and then focused on writing vocabulary. Drilling has been evidenced to provide many benefits including with pronunciation, listening for mistakes, memorisation of vocabulary and building confidence (Mendrofa & Wijaya, 2022). The annual Estyn report published for 2023-24 (2025) highlighted a lack of opportunities for students to speak Welsh in secondary schools and that tasks given to students were often uninspiring. I tried to combat this with a more fun approach to writing and saying vocabulary where we built a rainbow (which can be put up as a display in the classroom).
I could have used a wider variety of techniques, particularly to include reading such as completing a matching task pairing a Welsh word and image with the English. We could have sung a song such as the alphabet song to further utilise their vocabulary and if I was to lengthen the lesson, we could have looked at a sentence such as “My favourite colour is” to use their learnt vocabulary. This would have been a good strategy to use for differentiation as well, allowing the more able to write a sentence on their cards. For lower ability, I could have printed this sentence and allowed them to fill in the gap with their colour for example.
I am aware that the motivation of my learners to develop their Welsh abilities was low. I mitigated for this with sweets, but I could have developed this further, and we could have watched a video as an enjoyable activity that still benefits learning development. As evidenced by Rhys and Smith (2022), students have varied perceptions of Welsh within the classroom with many of them viewing the subject as taught to the exam and to ensure Welsh continues to be used. They report that the attitude towards speaking Welsh gets more negative as students continue through education, with many finding no practical application for the language outside the classroom and lacking the confidence to speak. 
In conclusion, I think lessons such as this one have a place in school, if only to improve student confidence in speaking Welsh and provide them with a fun opportunity to use Welsh outside a Welsh class. This will help to support the Welsh government’s Cymraeg 2050 goal for a million Welsh speakers (Welsh Government, 2017).

Evaluation word count: 998
Resources word count: 25
Total word count: 1220 
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