A Critical Analysis and Evaluation of the Observation Research Tool, ‘Leuven Scale’. 

Target 

· You need to plan your work more thoroughly before you start writing so that you can write paragraphs that focus on one topic at a time. I strongly recommend that you ask Student Support for help with your writing skills.

Intro
In a foundation phase setting the most important way children should learn is through play. “Learning through play is about continuity; bringing together children’s spheres of life.” (Susan Mackay learning through play 2017). The Welsh Government believe that play is required for the growth in children’s cognitive, physical, social and emotional development. 
School x makes an effective learning environment in foundation phase as the children learn through play indoor and outdoor. The school encourages learning through play by having three separate classrooms and two outdoor areas for each area of learning.  Within the foundation phase setting the areas of learning are construction play, role play, creative play, symbolic play and exploratory play.
This motivates children to develop their confidence, self-motivation and control their own actions. In a foundation phase class, there are tuff trays to inspire children to use new skills daily and explore new materials. (How is my child doing in foundation phase – Welsh Government). 
In school x teachers do a lot of one-to-one learning in foundation phase as there are sixty-three children at different stages in their learning. Teachers focus on children’s development skills and well-being to ensure they develop in each area of learning, Teachers in school x do this by different learning strategies, as previously I observed children being engaged with guided reading and class reading. 

Literature Review 
Observations are taken in education to see evidence in learning and to ensure that it is a happy environment for children to learn in. It is required to observe children to reflect on their development and learning so teachers can prepare educational activities. (Child Observation of the Early Years p.119) Professionals observe children to take a record and see a progression in children’s learning. (Origins and Approaches in Early Childhood). My chosen area of observation was, are children more engaged in guided reading or class reading in foundation phase. I chose this research question because it has a purpose in education and reading is an area that interests me. (Success with your Early Years Research Project).

Teachers use a pedagogy to investigate all methods that can be used to create effective learning and good leadership. (Pedagogy in Education: More than Just a Buzzword). Watkins and Mortimore debate that the term pedagogy “is the science of teaching” (Watkins and Mortimore 1999, p.8) However, professionals may disagree with this term and believe the term depends on the classroom teaching and teaching styles in the foundation phase. (Child observation for the Early Years p.10). Every teacher has their own pedological approach to teaching their class. To ensure the pedagogy is effective teachers will test pupils to see how they have progressed in their learning. In teaching there are five different approaches to pedagogy. The approaches include the constructivist, collaborative, inquiry-based, integrative, and reflective. Teachers use these pedagogical approaches to see where pupils are at in their learning.  (Pedagogy in Education: More than just a Buzzword.) The pedagogy that has a better result in school x is whole class reading, this is because children are more engaged in whole class reading rather than guided reading because the story was being read by a professional who is speaking fluent and expressing the words, children can listen and repeat after to themselves. To develop language, literacy and communication skills children will learn through talking, singing, communicating and listening (Welsh Government- How is my child doing in Foundation Phase). Guided reading is more difficult in school x as children find it difficult to read and understand the book due to their language barrier. The main aim for guided reading is for teachers to assess children on where they currently are in their learning.  (Guided reading or whole Class Reading: which is best?) Children are more engaged in class reading as they can ask and answer questions about what is happening in the book. In school x teachers promote class reading as children can visualise the pictures in the book, by this they have a better understanding. I believe that class reading works better in a foundation phase setting as children are hearing new sounds that will help them develop their vocabulary. Children find guided reading more difficult as they are not learning through play. 

The criticism of guided reading is that there are too many levels, although in school x each child is at a different level in their development as a result of understanding English language. Teachers in the school plan their guided reading sessions across each level as it is important each child has the correct book to improve their reading. Professionals encourage literacy skills by doing a phonics session every morning to develop their language. 
(The problem with guided reading.)

Methodology. 
The Leuven scale is used to help teachers understand how comfortable and focused children are in the school. Professor Ferre Laveres is well known in Early Years Education from Belgium. He engaged with primary school teachers to overlook their teaching in school settings in Belgium. (Who is Ferre Laevers and what is he known for?) 
The Leuven Involvement scale has five levels that observes where children are at in their engagement in their education. The five levels of engagement are extremely low this is when the child shows no engagement in the activity. Low, this is when the child shows some activity, but they are easily distracted. Moderate, this is when the child is showing their best ability but still not understanding the activity. High is when the child is showing signs of involvement and are understanding the activity throughout. Extremely high is when the child is continually engaging with the activity. (HMIE Good Practice Coherence: Dynamic Learning in the Early Years). 

The observation I did in school x was, are children more engaged in guided reading or class reading?
To observe children in school x the method I used was the non-participation observation. This is observing the learner without making any conversation with them. I did this observation in school x to collect data during a task to get accurate results. (Liu & Maitlis, 2010).  The advantage of non-participation observation in school x is that the observer can observe the child without them knowing, the advantage I saw was that the group stayed focused throughout the task. As the researcher this helped me get an accurate result. The difficulties of this observation was that it was hard to observe as I was not able to sit on their table, or able to communicate with the learners about the activity, however this may have caused a distraction to the learners. 

The Leuven scale is effective in school x as teachers can observe children to see how they are engaging in a task. The advantage of using the Leuven scale is that it puts the pupil at the centre of their learning to see how they engage in the task. Nevertheless the disadvantages of the Leuven scale in school x is that it does not benefit every child as many children have additional learning needs or do not speak English as their first language, this makes it hard to have a precise result. (What is the Leuven scale and how to use it.)



Discussion and Findings.
The understanding of research is the “systematic enquiry made public” (Stenhouse, 1975:142-165) The purpose for this in education is to acknowledge the learning and teaching. (Welsh Government- Effective use of Data and research evidence.) When using Ethical Research involving children, researchers must be aware of having well documented research to ensure children engage actively. (Tisdall, Davis & Gallagher, p24)
Pupils that are participating in research are eligible to having their own rights. This means that all children should be treated fairly and not discriminated. 

 The aim for this method was to observe a group of children in the reception class. When observing a small group, I considered active participation at the beginning the middle and the end of the activity, to ensure I had a precise result.  

 I observed that, the school encourages guided reading in foundation phase by giving each child a book to read at home with parent/guardians or in school with their teacher to improve their language and keep children engaged in reading.
I observed the same three children for both activities to get accurate results. My Leuven scale results showed that children are more engaged in class reading as not many children in the foundation phase are able to read because they speak English as a second language, which causes a language barrier in school. My results showed that two of the pupils were more actively engaged in class reading as they were showing good listening skills and concentration. They showed a low level of engagement in guided reading. This result was because they were not fluent in English and showed a limited amount of concentration throughout however, they struggled to understand the activity due to their spoken language.  The third pupil I observed was more actively engaged in guided reading. As they showed an extremely high level of engagement and was not distracted and showed continual engagement throughout the activity.  

 Research has shown that children who enjoy and are inspired to read become better readers. (John & Lenski 1997). Although in school x many children come from different backgrounds which may lead to different experiences in reading.  The British Educational Research Association consider that every child should be treated fairly during research. (BERA Ethical Guidelines 2018)

In school x English is a second language to many children in foundation phase. Children speak a different language at home making it more difficult to understand the language that is spoken in school. According to the government it is important that children who are multilingual or bilingual are supported in all their languages, this could lead to high achieving later in education. (help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk).
To encourage English language in school x parent/guardians must ensure they try to encourage the language at home, however, this is difficult for many parent/guardians as they do not understand the language. To develop English language at home Parent/guardians could engage with music or stories online to recognize some of the English language. Children try to memorise words that teachers say in English, and try to copy what they are saying, however pupils do not understand what is being said. Teachers must engage with some pupils through basic language, for children to understand them. Pupils that do not speak English as their first language, are very quiet in class and find it hard to communicate back. The school promotes development to children’s language skills by talking, listening, communicating and singing. To help progress children’s language the class have an emotions wall that pupils can visualise and show how they are feeling. To help encourage the English language there are photographs and words on each resource. (help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk)



Conclusion  
To conclude my research question was successful in school x, as I will be able to elaborate on it in my future professional practice.
For my research to be successful, I needed to ensure that my question was fair and suitable for foundation phase, evidence showed that it was suitable as I had good results for my task.  
The Leuven scale is successful in school x as teachers are able to observe each child to see how they are in their learning. Observations are important in education to ensure children are happy and to show evidence that they are developing in their learning. 

The school encourages learning through play for children to get use to a new environment which makes learning effective. Jean Piaget who is a Swiss Biologist and Psychologist believes that children progress through play in their foundation phase. (The Psychology of the child.) School x promotes learning through play in foundation phase as there are five different learning areas within the classroom, this is important in school x as it promotes a healthy development for each child. This benefits children in school x as many children have a language barrier, children can learn through play as they can link their knowledge to objects they already understand.   Each area of learning is promoted through play as children can develop their language. 
Children learn better through their own making as it is important children are learning through play in foundation phase, as they are investigating being creative and exploring new materials. This is effective in school x as children are encouraged to take part in creative, imaginative and expressive activities daily. Pupils in school x are motivated to enjoy physical activity as it is linked to their self-esteem. (Welsh Government, How is my child doing in the foundation phase).




Professional Reflection 
The Research Days allowed you to start making connections between theory and practice.  Use this template to reflect on your experience as a researcher.  

Describe ONE of the observations you carried out.  What did you learn from it? 
Learning through singing is important in foundation phase as many songs are repetitive. Research shows that songs are as essential part of children’s learning as it helps with their literacy skills. (Nursery world) In school x they encourage singing by using musical instruments and using songs in most Areas of Learning to make learning more enjoyable, songs are included in Maths, Literacy and Welsh. 
What were the challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant observer in the classroom?
Non-participation was effective as I was not distracted, and I was able to collect reliable data. 
The challenges of being a non-participant observer was that I could not communicate about the topic with the pupils. Although the advantage of non-participant observation is that children can do the task without knowing anyone is observing them this showed me that they had good concentration throughout the activity. 
In your experience, what were the benefits and limitations of the Leuven Scale as a research tool?
The Leuven scale was successful as it encouraged me to find out which level each child was at when observing them. I found the Leuven scale effective as it helped me get a precise result of observation. 
What were the main points of learning for you in terms of being a researcher in the classroom? 
The effective learning points I saw as a researcher was creative techniques, such as roleplay areas, arts are craft area, yoga and meditation. 
The classroom was very active as children were in different groups this was when each child is involved in a different activity. An example of this in school x was that one group would be in the role play area, the second group would be in the creative area, the third group would be in the mud kitchen and the fourth group would be in the explore area. 

What would you do differently if you were to conduct this research again?  Why?
If I was to conduct this research again, I would change my question, although this question did benefit foundation phase, it was difficult to observe as many children had a language barrier.
Discuss any other methods of research you could use in the classroom to improve your practice.  What are the positives and negatives?
If I was to conduct this research day again a method, I would use is participation observation as I would be able to communicate with the pupils while observing. I would also do a survey at the end of the task to see what they enjoyed and didn’t enjoy about the activity.  
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Appendix 
Graph to show Leuven Scale. 
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