	Your school can safeguard children by:
· Creating safe environments for children and young people through robust safeguarding practices.
· ensuring that adults who work in the school, including volunteers, don't pose a risk to children
· making sure staff are trained, know how to respond to concerns and keep-up to date with policy and practice
· teaching children and young people about staying safe
· maintaining an environment where children feel confident to approach any member of staff if they have a worry or problem.
   www.nspcc.org (2021)
	
	For further information:
www.nspcc.org.uk
www.childline.org.uk  phone number: 08001111
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/information/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/child-
criminal...
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/children-and-young-people/

county lines: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/child-criminal...
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Working together for children in
schools.
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 www.salfordcvs.co.uk  (2019)

· Children is a term used for anyone under the age of 18.

· Everyone has a responsibility to protect children from harm.

· Always listen to a child if they want to talk to you.

· Never promise to keep what they say a secret if you need to seek help.

· Always refer disclosures to the designated safeguarding officer in the school.


	As a school, there are procedures in place to safeguard children and their well-being.
[image: ]There are several forms of abuse: these range from neglect, physical, emotional and sexual.  These categories of abuse may take more than one form.  A child may be neglected and being subjected to sexual abuse.  
  
www.simplypsychology.org
Maslow (1977) believed that children need the lower needs to be met so they can move into the next. Children who require safeguarding rarely have the lower needs met.
	A coordinated child rights centred approach. 
Effective safeguarding arrangements in every local authority area should be underpinned by two key principles: 
 safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility: for services to be effective each practitioner and organisation must play their full part both individually and in collaboration; and 
 a child-centred approach: for services to be effective they should be based on a clear understanding of the personal outcomes for the child and what matters to them. The rights of the child should be central to the approach and their best interests should always be paramount. www.gov.wales/ (2019)
Article 9 (separation from parents) Children must not be separated from their parents against their will unless it is in their best interests (for example, if a parent is hurting or neglecting a child).   UNCRC (2010)
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The rational to support this leaflet is to bring awareness that safeguarding is needed more today than ever, especially when a considerable number of children have been at home for a significant amount of time due to the global pandemic of Covid – 19.  Although the leaflet has mainly been developed for parents and carers, it is also applicable for use with new members of staff within a school setting.  The leaflet has been produced in the hope that it can support those who would like to know more or for it to act as a reminder about how the safeguarding process is applicable to our children.  This is also important for the actions to promote the safety and well – being of children and young people. 
There is a plethora of information regarding child protection and safeguarding and each school will change this according to the needs of their particular school.  The schools will usually adopt a common policy which has been set out by the council in which they are based, with modifications to it as each school is individual with their own situation, needs and issues. The school which will be discussed throughout this assignment will be known as School A from this point forward. 

Safeguarding is a broad subject and has several implications for our children and young people. Walker (2019 p.14) indicates that the “Every Child Matters (2004) publication state, that all children should, be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and achieve economic well – being”.  
As mentioned, a large proportion of children in Wales, have been trying to access their schooling from home, parents may have lost their jobs or are having to be working parents also working from home, this has possibly been a very difficult situation for children to be in.  Tensions running high and stress levels raised, can all lead to challenging times for families.  As a member of staff, working in a school, it is apparent that children are trying to make sense of what is happening around them and of the world in which they live, they hear a lot of information which can affect their emotions and feelings, passed on from home, which can inevitably affect behaviour. (Goepel et al 2019).
Some families will have lost loved ones to the global pandemic, this again is a very real problem and troubling time for children and their families. 

Schools were having check – in sessions with their classes during the lockdown using several online packages, however, not all children had access to the internet, and some did not have any device to use in the house to keep up with the work being set by the class teacher.  Schools in Wales offered the families a loan of a device, however, in School A, not every parent took up this offer of help. 

Some families do not want to engage with schools or staff and find this difficult to do.  Engagement with organisations who may explore further into their families, can frighten some parents, even if there is nothing happening at home. Some parents are just wary of intervention from anyone. Kay and Tisdall et al (2008) documented that some children wanted the parents to utilise the facilities from the school, but the parents were hesitant.  Other times, there was a strong desire from the child as well as the parents to keep their private lives separate from any interventions from the school. 
This is not necessarily when there is a suspicion of anything wrong at home or when a child may be at risk, these behaviours from parents, may just be that they do not want to engage with school due to their own mental health issues or a complex family situation.  However, at School A, when contact is avoided it may mean that there is something amiss and intervention such as offering the child a place in ACE place, or a place with the nurture team, so that they can talk about what they are feeling and what we can do about it to help them and to maybe needed to support the family.  
This may or not be a safeguarding issue.  In spite of this, School A is in an area of deprivation and severe poverty, the children are living in situations which are extremely volatile at times, “An adverse environment may consist of a series of factors made inside and outside families that need to be targeted in order for children to stay safe” Collins and Foley (2008 p.197) 
However, although the school put provision in place for the child or family, some do not want to engage with this and will reject any help provided.  This may then be a signal that abuse maybe taking place, and as mentioned in the leaflet, abuse can be physical, mental, verbal, or sexual, any abuse is not acceptable and someone within the family circle may cause harm to the child and endure to cause harm. This may continue for a prolonged amount of time. Schools usually have a professional person to offer pastoral support to families, this is a position of trust and it takes a period of time for those relationships to build up and develop the level of trust needed by the families, this is remarked upon by Walton and Goddard (2012 p.42), who stated,
“pastoral staff, who have trusting relationships with the child or parent.  These may be in a better position to discuss initial concerns with a child or parent, and work with them over a given period, rather than a social worker with whom the family has had no previous contact”.
Trust is a massive part of the safeguarding process, if staff can get the trust form the families, then the school can offer help effectively. During any safeguarding procedures within a school setting, there are several rules that should be followed when intervention may be needed. However, the safeguarding, applies to all who come into contact with the child.  
We must ensure that all adults are trained and vetted through the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).  Organisations are required to carry out checks on adults who enter the school to ensure that they are not of risk to the children in which they are encountering, Lindon and Webb (2016).  This has been reported by Jason Evans, reporter for Wales Online (26.03.21) wrote, “a Teaching Assistant has appeared in court for downloading pictures in category A, B and C and possessing prohibited images and extreme pornography images”. The man involved, worked with vulnerable teenagers with autism, although this crime did not directly involve the teenagers he was working with, the crime was committed in his private life, he would have been aware of the safeguarding procedures, and is a cause for concern as people who do this have an innate drive, who will be sexually attracted to children, Jason Evans (26.30.21).  
This is the reason the DBS service is in existence, as to keep our children safe in the classroom.  Not everyone appears to be what they portray. Nevertheless, some people will commit these crimes, whilst working in the school and DBS checks are carried out every three years, some crimes involving children and our young people, happen within this time limit.  It is only when suspicions are raised, it is investigated further.
The NSPCC (2021) gives five recommendations, for safeguarding our children, these are, 
“Creating safe environments for children and young people through robust safeguarding practices. Ensuring that adults who work in the school, including volunteers, don't pose a risk to children.  Making sure staff are trained, know how to respond to concerns and keep-up to date with policy and practice.  Teaching children and young people about staying safe. Maintaining an environment where children feel confident to approach any member of staff if they have a worry or problem”.  

Children who experience or who are at risk of abuse or neglect, may sometimes come from homes where the care for them has been inadequate.  Maslow’s hierarchy of need alludes that a child requires all their basic needs to be met to be able to develop and grow. Maslow believed that children need the lower needs to be met so they can move into the next. Children who require safeguarding rarely have the lower needs met. These essentially fundamental needs need to be met by the care givers of the child.  If parents or carers do not deliver these important needs, then the child will be at risk of developing an unstable beginning to their lives and the prospect of being unable to learn how to show and to give love back and to care for others, show empathy, and to grow and develop into well adjusted individuals ready to move on the next level of need in the hierarchy.  This process for safeguarding is the most fundamental instrument to protect our children when they cannot do it for themselves. 
So, we as adults have a responsibility to protect our children from harm.  Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  The term child is used for anyone under the age of 18, we must always listen to a child if they want to talk to you, never dismiss it and say that we will have a chat later, as the child has chosen the time and has gained sufficient courage to want to tell you at that particular time.  
If a child makes a disclosure at that time, as the responsible adult, we must never make the promises that we can keep a secret if they tell us what is worrying them, as we need to seek help to be able to help them further.  This is of paramount importance in the leaflet and needs to be explained to new colleagues or as the refresher.  The disclosure must be reported to the designated safeguarding officer in the school, who will then decide on what action to follow up.  The disclosure made by the child should be written up and to be as accurate as possible and for the children’s own words to be used accurately.
UNCRC Article 19 states that “I have the right to be protected from being hurt or badly treated”.  This should be adhered to by any professional dealing with a child in need, regardless of what that need is. Each person involved with working with children should be aware of the rights of the child and act upon them if they are not being met or the child is being hurt or neglected.
Each practitioner and organisation must play their part, both individually and in collaboration with all agencies for the system to be effective.  This must lead to a clear understanding of what the child needs in their personal life, so the outcomes will be the best for the child.  Whenever there is a need for intervention from organisations, there must be the thought that the welfare and the best interests of the child should always be paramount, the child has rights to protect them as well. It is of paramount importance that a child – centred approach will always be the best way forward for any child, who could be facing worries and concerns already. www.gov.uk (2019)  
By using a multi – disciplinary team effect, it gives the opportunity to all families and professionals a chance to talk and discuss rationally, the best way forward to help and support the families needs. An integrated approach to this by service providers is usually the most effective process.  
The methodology of working together, is seen as a positive and forward approach to support families, it was recognised that education establishments cannot provide all the answers, so a multi – discipline tactic was essential, this allows the school, social services, health, police and education psychologists, a place to be able to talk and discuss cases within the school’s capacity.  Bartlett and Burton (2016). 
The leaflet has demonstrated the importance of how we must act upon any information given to us by either the child, parent, family member, or an outsider to the family.  The community has its role to play in all of this, as it can be a supportive network for a struggling family in need, especially if the family do not want to talk to the school.
The children can be very vulnerable to the influences within their families.  Conversely, with the right intervention and help, children can be robust, however, for this to happen, they need to be in a place of safety and all their needs must be met and then the physical, mental, cognitive development and emotional security can be restored.  This includes their self – esteem and self – worth with the behaviour which will shape their successful futures. Frederickson and Cline (2015)
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