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            			Reflective Evaluation 
             University Experience 

Introduction
The purpose of this essay is to evaluate myself during this unprecedented situation with the new Virus and the new experience I had while applying and studying at the University. To understand better the events I was involved with and get a real perspective on what went wrong and what was good, I am going to use a Self-Evaluation process and try to recall the times that were critical and the important activities which were a success at the time they happened.
The last year was a very important period for both my personal and professional life, I was encountering plenty difficulties understanding what exactly is supposed to happen and what reaction I must have considering the new steps I was taking, but in the same time I experienced great satisfaction and excitement to start on a new path and take the first actions in what should be proved to be one of the best decisions of my future career. I was always a business oriented individual and I was extremely interested in Management, marketing and Public relations, aspects that are very well explained and structured in Business Management course I was opting for within Trinity Saint Davis University. 
[bookmark: _Hlk41081621]

Choosing the right course for the right times
I first came into the United Kingdom in 2015 from a country that has a totally different culture and climate, a country with not that challenging atmosphere and really comfortable and similar to the place I was born and spent my childhood. When first arrived I was impressed with the diversity of the population as well as the great system England established for all the social and professional life sectors, it gave me a bust of confidence and helped me get over easier through my transition period. The choice to come to this country was only influenced by economical considerate and my main focus was towards a better career options as well as to learn new business techniques and aspire to build my own company. As plenty of other people, I had challenging times and lots of trouble finding the right job and the position to fulfil my expectation, things did not appear to be as easy as I first assessed and sometimes needed to start over with a different attitude. Not to late I realised that any good career and success  starts with the right education and training, I understood that there are simple things I need to learn and a base that I need to build in order to understand the business environment and to climb into a successfully career. Even if the attitude towards education came late, I managed to quickly get my thoughts in order and choose the right course I needed considering my abilities and ambitions. Business Management, Weekend classes was the best choice and the most fitted program for me and my family, the fact that the courses were held during weekend days gave me the opportunity to continue my work and the chance to apply what I will learn into the real life. When I applied to the University, I was already building my own company and was trying to fit into the Construction Industry market using only my personal experience and knowledge from the previous activity. I expect that this course will improve my abilities to understand the management implications, marketing and grow my organisational skills as well as helping me to create connections and socialise with future successful individuals.
[bookmark: _Hlk41081663]Admission and first academic term 
Applying to the University was not a difficult task but very much time consuming and stressful as any other important activity that can influence your future, I followed the steps as per indication given by the agent handling the application and successfully attended and passed my English test. I got to know a lot of new people and get the first taste of the English education system which seemed very impressing and fascinating not only for me but for all the future students that were there for the same reasons. I can say that it was an unique experience that overwhelmed me and at some point caught me unprepared when encountered lots of difficulties doing simple tasks and needed to ask for the help of the staff looking over our paperwork. The first exam went very well and from the beginning I had the feeling that I will be admitted, I also meet most of my future colleagues and some of our future lecturers and other professionals from the University.
Finally, when I got the results and been given a starting date, I realised how easy it was to take the initiative and understood that this is what I was really looking for and became more confident in my ability to finish the course and get the best results possible in my professional life meanwhile. The first days I was unable to attend due to the fact that my work was getting stressful and had an overbooked schedule, this was an unfortunate turn of events and almost had me give up on the actual course, even on this day I am glad that I continued the experience and understood that it might be an last chance for me to get on the right track. When first attended to the classes I was not very impressed with the facilities of the building we suppose to spent few years and been a little surprised to notice that there were some organisational issues still ongoing when started, later realised that the lecturers and the staff were very polite and knowledgeable and quickly made me forget about the less important parts of the student life. Advancing trough the first term of the Academic year I was consolidating my knowledge and my social skills alike, always trying to interact with the lecturer and show a high interest by actively participating to the class conversations, I consider that this was the best part of the whole learning process and having the option to have face to face and group activity helped all of us learning the business world and creating new connections with people with different backgrounds.
Because of the given circumstances and the pandemic, we had to move to the online courses, this fact made learning process more difficult and made me understand the real value of physical learning and social activity, this brought not only frustration and economical difficulties, but also created an extremely inappropriate conditions for our assessments. When started my first assessment I was finding that is not that easy to gather information and get feedback as if we were in the class, all bibliography and referencing had to be electronically obtained and with the new regulations, I was not able to travel for some of the primary data needed on one of the assessments outcome. I can confidently say that even if in my professional life things were not going so bad, my academic progress was not very good and I consider that in any circumstances education should not be online without social activity and group work.
[bookmark: _Hlk41081700]Self-Evaluation 
The process of Self-evaluation involves consideration on how things were going up to a point  and reflect over the activities and reaction an individual had in the past allowing him to make an informed decision on how it can be done better going forward as well as offering a starting point from where you can set clear priorities and monitor progress ( Tilema, 2010 , , P. 563-571)
In what regards my Self-Evaluation, I can say that looking back there are plenty of important things that I would change and definitely pay more attention to my priorities. Even if the times are not favourable to evolution, I am sure that things could be structured better and as mentioned above a Self -Evaluation is necessary time to time for every individual that aspire to a successfully career Actively engagement in class 

Figure 1 Loosing classes and important courses 
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(Tilema, 2010) 




Conclusion 
It is believed that we analyse others by referring to our reactions, attitude and results that we had or we think we would have in specific situations, Self-Evaluation is a very important tool to use if we can actually be pragmatic and as much as possible not influenced by our self-esteem, the evaluation should always be accurate and rational in order to be able to get the real results and prioritise for improvement if needed (Konzelmann Ziv, 2011). In my particular case, going through a new experience showed me the level of confidence and skills I have and gave me the opportunity to look into my reactions and mindset. I understood the level of commitment I had in certain situation such as University admission and difficult situation into the professional life and helped me to reassess my perspective over the education process and importance of the right timing for the right actions. Going forward I should take the required steps to make sure I have the right attitude and the drive to complete tasks with pride and responsibility as well as considering self-evaluating myself on a daily basis. This academic year is an important turn in my professional career and I am looking forward to the next term and to more learning materials ,group interactions and socialization, as the training is the base of mastering any skills I am eager to get more information and to consolidate my abilities to understand the Business environment and management activity. 
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