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                   Literacy and language in the digital age: story telling

In this assignment there was a traditional story and a digital story to be read out loud and recorded. There are multiple benefits of storytelling traditionally and digitally for example pronunciation, sounds, reading, listening, computer use and more. Many storytellers, educators, and academics believe that storytelling can help children acquire early reading skills. Children will be exposed to a wide spectrum of language as a result of this: new words, ancient expressions, puns, phrases, rhymes, metaphors, and more. This creates a strong spoken language foundation that helps students develop literacy abilities including word recognition, spelling, syntax, literary norms, and comprehension.
Within the human culture, storytelling is an established tradition (Lugmayr et al, 2017). There are different varieties of storytelling. Storytelling is centred around illustrations and emotions. The illustrations and emotions that the children experience give the story its narrative. Story telling is assembled from three elements: A Story, a storyteller, and an audience. A story could be based on facts, fictions, or an original creation (Storytelling, 2019). Sawyer, (2004) states “While there are rival theories about the ways children develop language, there is a "substantial agreement" that even very young infants respond to adults soothing words and sounds of their language”. 
In the last decade, brain and behavioural research has revealed a complex network of interconnected brain systems in the early stages of language learning, many of which appear to resemble adult language processing even in infancy. (Dehaene-Lambertz et al., 2006). Language encounters activities are incorporated in the lives of children. Talking, signing, communicating, and listening. Help them enhance their abilities. Younger children should be encouraged to express their wants, feelings, and views, as well as recount stories and talk about individual and group play. Children communicate their goals through a range of media and by building on prior experiences by asking questions, voicing, expressing thoughts and making choices. Children should be encouraged to listen to and respond to others. As well as to the diverse life experiences that their peers bring to the table learning environment as well as a variety of stimuli such as audio, visual material, and interactive ICT applications. Children should be able to select and use reading resources as well as comprehend the norms of writing. Print and books will be provided, as well as a variety of mark making and writing activities.
Children should be assisted in developing and understanding of Wales as a bilingual country. Show respect for those who speak languages other than Welsh and English. The development of knowledge and skills in one language should encourage the growth of knowledge and abilities in another. Keane, (2004) States that children's language development increases when they attend a play group or nursery as they are in contact with other children and adults. Children’s active thinking often goes hand in hand with speech and communicating, including sign language used by the hearing impaired. Learning to read and write begins long before educators sit. Children down to teach them letters and sounds. Babies can respond in some enjoyable activities that are the real foundations of literacy. In general, libraries have built sections for babies and toddlers that are not only for general use by library patrons, but also for planned activities. Therefore, establishing routines and habits in both children and their parents. These activities vary in frequency but are generally monthly gatherings that share the desire to promote regular contact with books, associating that contact with well-being and pleasure. Demystifying many preconceived notions about the child's relationship with books and reading on the one hand. Public libraries have always played an important part in the growth of reading, with its aim being to provide unique locations and circumstances for diverse target audiences, thereby forging a link between families and books. With the establishment of bebetecas, specialist sections in libraries whose goal is to raise awareness of the significance of early promotion reading habits in families, particularly parents, this becomes even more obvious in the case of very young children, including new-borns and toddlers. Children should be encouraged to use the library from a young age, since this will increase their likelihood of returning in the future (IFLA, Section of Public Libraries 2001). Whitehead, M. (2005) states many children in early childhood settings are already bilingual or are learning their second language, which is generally the language of the group. Setting schools and wider culture. This can be one language with family, another for religion, another fear school setting. Children are born into linguistic communities and learn to speak and share the language or languages of their social environments over time.
Lindskoog and Hunsicker (1989) discussed the negative impacts of screen time on young readers' literacy development. "Human beings are not apt to devote considerable focus in this mental work called reading if they have grown reliant upon a captivating gadget that inhibits analysis, creativity, and integration; there are few states of mind more passive than watching [a screen],". Donaldson, (2015) says that digital competence is increasingly fundamental to learning of life and that it should have similar status within the curriculum to that of literacy and numeracy. Gentry (2012) claims that cultural transitions in society often take decades, but that with the "explosion of modern technology," "things appear to have changed overnight." While educational theories tend to swing back and forth, it appears that in the world of early literacy, particularly with infants and technology, "parents who are pressed for time and who embrace technology themselves are welcoming babies into a new world for experiencing words and language in addition to the tried-and-true comfortable world of lap reading." "Lap reading is 'out,' while software-driven reading courses are 'in," it's almost as if. (Gentry,2012). Donaldson, (2015) digital literacy or digital competence is as important in the 21st century as literacy and numeracy. Print is everywhere and people can be found doing writing nearly everywhere, including producing ‘text’ from a range of electronic gadgets. We're still learning about the brain mechanisms that underpin infant’s early flexibility in language acquisitions, their ability to learn by sight or by ear and to learn one or more languages as well as the decline in that flexibility as they get older, which dramatically reduces our capacity to learn a new language as adults Newport, (1990). In a manner that the adult brain cannot, the new-born brain is perfectly situated to “break the speech code”. The first year of life research on new-born’s, phonetic awareness demonstrates how computational, cognitive, and social skills come together to generate a highly effective learning mechanism. interestingly, neither Skinners, operant conditioning, and reinforcement model of learning, nor Chomsky's thorough perspective of parameter setting resemble this process. New-born’s learning processes when exposed to language, are complicated and multi modal but also children's play in that they emerge from infants heightened attention to things and occurrences in the natural world, other people’s faces movements and voices. Learning to make the sounds that will distinguish new-born’s as speakers of their “mother tongue” is as difficult and it takes until the age of eight to master (Ferguson et al., 1992). Yet by 10 months of age, variations in the babbling of new-born’s raised in different nations may be observed (de Boysson-Bardies, 1993), And vocal imitation can be invoked in the laboratory by 20 weeks (Kuhl and Meltzoff, 1982). The speech patterns we pick up early in infancy stick with us for the rest of our lives (Flege, 1991). Kuhl (2010) proposes that permanent learning results from a relationship between sensory and motor experience, sensory experience with a certain language creates audio patterns in memory that are unique to that language, and these auditory patterns are kept in memory. One part of children's general language proficiency is storytelling. Children's storytelling is significantly influenced by the features of the home literacy environment, particularly collaborative reading between parents and children. This research set out to investigate how youngsters between the ages of three and six narrate stories differently. The intention was to ascertain how parental education, parental familiarity with children's literature—which served as a proxy for shared reading in the home—and a child's gender affected their capacity for storytelling. 156 kids between the ages of three and six were included in the sample, along with their parents. Urška Fekonja-Peklaj, Anja Podlesek (2012). Jane Brodin & Karin Renblad (2020) One issue was that many preschools read aloud to the kids without following up or talking about the books. As a result, it is likely that the vocabulary will not grow and the knowledge of many ideas and nuances of meaning will be lost.
The majority of preschool programmes in the area now follow set routines for storytelling and reading aloud, and less staff members discuss how reading aloud helps children develop their attention and focus skills. Instead, they discuss the chance to promote the kids' learning and growth and how only the preschool staff has listened to the kids' perspectives on the matter. Another drawback is that the psychological and linguistic components of communication have not been addressed, despite the fact that they were initially disregarded. For a healthy existence and a good quality of life, communication skills are essential (Brodin & Renblad 2012). The process through which pupils learn to speak with assurance, appropriateness, and sensitivity is known as oracy. This article focuses on oracy as a process, in which students gain knowledge through speech and develop their comprehension through discussion with teachers and their peers (Alexander, 2012). Oracy requires instructors and their pupils to consider their spoken language choices carefully and consciously. This will vary between disciplines and throughout age groups. According to Robin Alexander, there are five main categories of "teaching speak" that are useful at various stages of the learning cycle (Alexander, 2008).
Recent evaluations funded by the Education Endowment Foundation show that improving the quality and rigour of classroom discourse has a variety of positive effects on academic, social, and personal outcomes, particularly for students who qualify for free or reduced-price meals (Gorard et al., 2015; Hanley P et al., 2015), as well as on teachers' confidence (Jay et al., 2017).
To encourage their kids' oracy, instructors might work individually, in teams, or as a whole school. Educators can: Establish explicit "ground rules" for speaking during courses, such as outlining when and how students can participate in class discussions and what "active listening" entails. Additionally, whole schools might establish standards in this area, such as how kids should interact with staff, guests, and their classmates. Model the type of speech they want from pupils (in terms of tone and etiquette, as well as vocabulary and content). At various phases of the learning process, ask excellent questions to encourage various types of cognitive processes. For instance, teachers may first ask pupils to recollect facts before promoting a more in-depth examination of concepts.(Will Millard, Amy Gaunt 2018)

