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AIM(S)
· To engage the central themes of Confucian ethical and philosophical thinking way, and to understand the main characteristics of Confucianism as an ethical tradition that has been dominant or influential in East Asia for two thousand years;

· To examine critically the Confucian theories and solutions concerning perennial problems that the Chinese and other East Asian peoples were and still are faced with.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· analyse key themes and standpoints of various strands of the Confucian ethical tradition;
· critically discuss the metaphysical and epistemological reasons behind Confucian answers to primary ethical questions;
· evaluate the modern usefulness of Confucian ethics and the challenges traditional Confucian ethics are faced with in contemporary society.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· What is Confucianism? 
· Confucius
· Confucius and Confucian Classics 
· Confucian Way (Dao)
· Moral Epistemology
· Confucian Religion and Ethics 
· Self in Confucian Ethics
· Family Ethics 
· Political Ethics
· Environmental Ethics

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:


	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24

	Independent learning
	152
	76

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	essay 
	2,500 words 
	50%



Assessment Component 2

	☒	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Open Book Exam 
	2 hours 
	50%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	60%

	Coursework
	40%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST

	Module Code
	HPCH6001

	Module Title
	Confucian Ethics

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Lau, D.C. (trans. 1979): The Analects of Confucius, Harmondsworth: Penguin.
	☒

	Essential
	Shun, Kwong-loi and Wong, David B. (eds 2004): Confucian Ethics: A Comparative Study of Self, Autonomy and Community, Cambridge University Press
	☒

	Essential
	Yao, Xinzhong (2000): An Introduction to Confucianism, Cambridge University Press
	☒

	Essential
	Zhang Dainian (2002, translated and edited by Ryden Edmund): Key Concepts in Chinese Philosophy (Culture & Civilization of China), New Haven, London: Yale University Press; Beijing:  Foreign Languages Press.
	☒


	Further
	An, Ok-sun: Compassion and benevolence : a comparative study of early Buddhist and classical Confucian ethics, New York: Peter Lang, 1998
	☐


	Further
	Bell, Daniel (ed. 2007): Confucian Political Ethics, Princeton University Press
	☒


	Further
	Chan, Wing-tsit (tr. and comp. 1963): A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, Princeton University Press
	☒

	Further
	Chong, Kim-chong (2007): Early Confucian Ethics-Concepts and Arguments, Open Court. 
	☐


	Further
	de Bary, Wm. Theodore and Bloom, Irene (ed. Second edition, 1999): Sources of Chinese Tradition: From Earliest to 1600 (Vol. 1), New York: Columbia University Press, 1999. 
	☒

	Further
	de Bary, Wm. Theodore and Bloom, Irene (ed.2001): Sources of Chinese Tradition: From 1600 Through the Twentieth Century, Vol 2, ), New York: Columbia University Press 2001.
	☒

	Further
	Eno, Robert (1990): The Confucian Creation of Heaven--Philosophy and the Defense of Ritual Mastery, Albany: State University of New York Press
	☒

	Further
	Fingarette, H.(1972): Confucius: The Secular as the Sacred, Harper Torchbooks
	☐

	Further
	Ivanhoe, P. J. (2002): Ethics in the Confucian Tradition: The Thought of Mengzi and Wang Yangming , Hackett Publishing
	☐


	Further
	Levenson, Joseph Richmond (2008): Confucian China and its modern fate: a trilogy, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul
	☒


	Further
	Lin, Yutang (1994): The Wisdom of Confucius, Taipei: Zhengzhong
	☒


	Further
	Liu, Yuli (2004): The Unity of Rule and Virtue: A Critique of a Supposed Parallel Between Confucian Ethics and Virtue Ethics, Eastern Universities Press
	☐


	Further
	Roetz, Heiner (1993): Confucian Ethics of the Axial Age: A Reconstruction Under the Aspect of the Breakthrough Toward Postconventional Thinking, SUNY Press
	☒


	Further
	Plaks, Andrew (tr. 2003): Ta Hsueh and Chung Yung: The Highest Order of Cultivation AND On the Practice of the Mean, Penguin Classics
	☐


	Further
	Santangelo, Paolo (2003): Sentimental Education in Chinese History: An Interdisciplinary, Brill
	☐


	Further
	Slote & de Vos (1998): Confucianism and the Family, Albany: SUNY Press
	☒


	Further
	Tang Siufu (2016): Self-Realization through Confucian Learning: A Contemporary Reconstruction of Xunzi’s Ethics, Sunny Press
	☐

	Further
	Tu, Wei-ming(1985): Confucian Thought: Selfhood As Creative Transformation, SUNY Press.
	☒


	Further
	Wong, Sin Kiong (ed. 2012): Confucianism, Chinese History and Society, World Scientific Publishing Co. Ltd)
	☒


	Further
	Zhao Yanxia (2007): Father and Son in Confucianism and Christianity: A Comparative Study of Xunzi and Paul, Sussex Academic Press
	☐




