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Conditional constructions

» Latin distinguishes between three types of
conditional constructions: in this chapter we
work primarily with “if x were..., y
would...” sentences

Here, we will go a bit beyond the basics
outlined in RL 4G and put together things we
already know (e.g. from RL 2A) with the new
material from this chapter (4G) as well as
take a sneak-peak at constructions we will
meet fully in RL 5F
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Protasis and apodosis

The "it"-clause of a conditional sentence is
called the protasis, and the consequent or
main clause is called the apodosis.

if you go away on this summer day, then
you might as well take the sun away
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The conditinal constructions in RL 4G

* Latin uses subjunctive mood for conditional
sentences where the conditions stated are
— Contrary-to-fact, unreal (irrealis)
— Unfulfilled, but essentially possible (potentialis)

 This means we touch on two out of three of
the ways of dealing with conditional
constructions here
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New conditionals

Reading Latin gives the following examples:

o Sidives essem, non laborarem

» If I were rich, I would not work => contrary-to-fact: the
speaker is not very rich and does in fact need to work

 Sidives fiam, omnem pecuniam pauperibus dem

 If I were to become rich, I would give all my money to
the poor => unfulfilled, but essentially possible: the
speaker does after all buy lotto tickets every week




Tenses: present subjunctive

* Present subjunctive is used in both clauses
when the sentence is about what might
happen in the future

o Sidives fiam, tibi pecuniam dem

* ‘It I were to become rich, I would give you
money.’
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Tenses: imperfect subjunctive

* Imperfect subjunctive is used in both
clauses when the sentence is about the
present time but contrary-to-fact:

o Sidives essem, non laborarem
* ‘If I were rich, I would not be working’
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Examples

Si pater adesset, quid diceret?

If father were here, what would he say?
— The impliction is, he is not here.

Si fugiant, sequamur.

If they were to flee, we would follow.

Si Verri ignoscamus, stulti simus.

If we were to forgive Verres, we would be stupid.

Si esset providentia, nulla essent mala.

If providence existed, there would be no evil(s).
— The implication is, there is no providence.
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Conditionals: beyond the basics

This will be fully explored in 5F

We have covered present tense constructions
used to express unfulfilled conditionals

This can also be done using perfect subjunctive
(RL 5F)

Si hoc dicas (dixeris), mentiaris (mentitus sis)
— Potentialis: ‘If you were to say this, you would be
lying’
— Potentialis: Subjunctive present or perfect
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Irrealis: contrary-to-fact conditionals

Si hoc diceres (dixisses), mentireris (mentitus esses)

A.Irrealis applicable to present time: If you said this (and
I know you won't), you would be lying.

B. Irrealis applicable to the past: If you had said this (and
you didn’t), you would have been lying.

=> Tense for irrealis in Latin:
A.Present/current: imperfect subjunctive in both clauses
B. Past: pluperfect subjunctive in both clauses
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But...

Remember this sentence?

“Chrysalus malus est. [...] si turrim delebit tuam
et propugnacula tua, per portam in oppidum te
statim inuadet.”

Here, Latin uses indicative in both clauses:
this signals that the speaker does not offer
any opinion as to whether this is likely or
unlikely (indefinitus).
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