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Abstract
In this report, I will be discussing the divorce laws, views on intermarriage and the specific dress codes within a Jewish wedding, from the perspectives of the two major branches of Judaism which are Orthodox and Reform Judaism.
Introduction
I will be writing a report on the significance of the marriage and divorce laws in Judaism, focussing on the differences between Orthodox and Reform Judaism. 
The three main branches of Judaism are Orthodox, Reform and Conservative Judaism. Orthodox Jews believe that the Written and Oral Torah were literally given to Moses by God, whereas Reform Jews believe that Torah can be traced to different sources from different periods of time and that it can be adapted to fit in to modern society
I will not be writing about Conservative Judaism as it would not be relevant for this specific report. I will be also not be discussing the purity laws within Orthodox and Reform marriage or divorce laws due to the limitations with the word count, however I will be discussing what Orthodox and Reform Jews believe about intermarriage, the dress codes within Orthodox and Reform Judaism and the difference in the beliefs of divorce within the two branches of Judaism.
  





Orthodox and Reform Marriage Laws
The first commandment said to humankind by God was “The Jewish home is built upon the institution of marriage. It is considered a binding obligation to[footnoteRef:1] ‘be fruitful and multiply’. (Genesis 1:28) [1:  Lange, D.N, An introduction to Judaism (Cambridge: The University Press 2000)] 

This is very significant for Judaism as for a person to ‘be fruitful and multiply’, they should first be married in order to follow this commandment.
The law on intermarriage varies between Orthodox and Reform Judaism. In Orthodox communities often the “boy will still be a student when he marries the couple are financed by both sets of parents until the young husband is ready to take on the duty of supporting his family.”[footnoteRef:2] This is more difficult within Reform Judaism as the children tend to go to secular schools with non-Jews. However, if a Jew does marry a non-Jew the clergy will often “require that the couple take an introduction to Judaism class” and “commit to creating a Jewish home”[footnoteRef:3] also to raise their children within the Jewish faith. [2:  Lange, D.N, A short introduction to Judaism (Cambridge: The Press Syndicate 2000) page. 106]  [3:  Zupan. R.J, 2018 Marriage and Weddings https://reformjudaism.org/ask-rabbi-topic/marriage-and-weddings [Accessed November 3rd]] 


Dress within Orthodox and Reform Marriage Ceremonies
Within Jewish marriages there are certain pieces of clothing required to be worn. The first example of this is a white linen robe worn by Jewish men called a Kittel. This is worn by Orthodox Jews but can also be worn by Reform Jews. It is worn on special occasions and signifies “purity, holiness and new beginnings”. “Traditionally, a Jewish man will first wear this on his wedding day”[footnoteRef:4], and then on certain Jewish holidays. [4:  Ehrenstein. E 1997-2018 Have a Jewish Wedding? Dress Styles for the Jewish Bride https://www.theknot.com/content/wedding-gown-style-for-the-jewish-bride> [Accessed November 3rd]] 

Pieces of clothing worn by Orthodox Jewish Brides and not Reform Jewish Brides in their wedding ceremonies include a dress, specifically long sleeved, it does not have to have long sleeves in a Reform Jewish wedding. Also, the bride must wear a veil. This is significant because it was worn by Rebekah in the Hebrew Bible
“Orthodox brides should be discreet: This means wearing dresses with long or three-quarter length sleeves, high-cut necklines (think bateau or jewel), ankle-length skirts, and covered backs.”[footnoteRef:5]   [5:  Ehrenstein. E 1997-2018 Have a Jewish Wedding? Dress Styles for the Jewish Bride https://www.theknot.com/content/wedding-gown-style-for-the-jewish-bride> [Accessed November 3rd]] 

Orthodox and Reform Divorce Laws 
According to the Book of Deuteronomy, 
‘When a man takes a wife and marries her, then she finds favour in his eyes because has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a bill of divorce and pits it in her hand and sends her out of his house’ (Deut.24. 1)
Jews believe that the act of divorce must be in the form of a legal document. This divorce document is called the ‘get’, which is to be “drawn up by a scribe following a formula based on Mishnaic law”. Then once it has been given to the wife, it is “retained by the rabbi who cuts it in criss-cross fashion”. This is significant as the document can no longer be used. The husband will give the wife “a document (petor) which proves that they have had a divorce. The wife can then remarry, but only “after ninety days, so as to ascertain whether she was pregnant at the stage of divorce.”
However, within Orthodox Judaism, they believe that the wife cannot remarry if for example her husband has left without her knowing or has gone missing, therefor the wife then becomes a ‘tied’ woman, referred to in Judaism as ‘agunah’. 
“In order to vitiate this difficulty the Rabbinical Assembly of the Conserbative movemen proposed a takkanah calling for the insertion of a clause in the marriage contract whereby both groom and believe in grave circumstances agree to abide by the decision of the religious court (bet din) of the Conservative movement.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  MJL 2002-2018 When a Get Ceremony is Not enough <https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/when-a-get-ceremony-is-not-enough/> [Accessed November 2nd]
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]These divorce laws do not apply within Reform Judaism as a civil divorce counts as a plausible divorce. This can be shown when the Leaders of Reform Judaism ruled in 1869 that “from a Jewish perspective, civil divorce was enough to dissolve a marriage; there was no need for a get.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  MJL 2002-2018 When a Get Ceremony is Not enough <https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/when-a-get-ceremony-is-not-enough/> [Accessed November 2nd]] 


Conclusion
To conclude, Orthodox and Reform Judaism do share many of the same beliefs and laws within Marriage and Divorce, but their views do differ for many significant reasons.
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