Jack Lewis 1601343 – Research Proposal – In the Field.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rwanda has made strides in terms of economic development over the past twenty years, have the lives of working class Rwandan’s improved as a result?

The following research proposal will address the research direction that will be undertaken during fieldwork in Rwanda, this will also include the rationale behind the theme and what such research will entail.  The aim of the research project is to gain a better understanding into whether or not the lives of working class Rwandans have improved, coinciding with the vast GDP growth. 
Rwanda has rebuilt itself over the past two decades, since the genocide the economy is growing rapidly (Guardian:2014). There are strong claims that Rwanda has made many improvements, in different facets of living, this research will attempt to uncover whether or not this wealth has enriched the lives of working class Rwandans, or a handful of private investors. 
Initially, a good text to focus on would be Navaro-Yashin’s 2003 work, in which she talks of ‘sensing the political’. She claims participant observation is somewhat limiting when describing her fieldwork experience, stating that native people may claim to have a normal everyday life, yet the anthropologist could sense the political context underneath the surface. Although the point she was making applies to places of conflict, it may also be slightly relevant to Rwanda as it is an authoritarian government, with a persistent military presence, just recently have police killed numerous refugees and injured many others (ABC:2018). Sensing the political is almost certainly something that will arise during the forthcoming fieldwork, this concept will be taken into consideration, amongst the ethical and safety concerns that coexist within a police state, this will be looked at in depth later in the essay.
Although research methods should be thorough, sensitivity must be applied in everything an anthropologist does, especially when undertaking fieldwork in a place with a past as turbulent as Rwanda’s. Understanding what is socially acceptable to talk about and conforming to the cultural practices is absolutely necessary in maintaining ethical research. This is why the main method of research will be participant observation, as opposed to interviews. There are two reasons behind this thinking, the first being that there is an inherent language barrier between the researcher and subject and the second is that digging too deep into someone’s raw history and financial situation may provoke offense. Nevertheless, questions will undoubtedly be asked, but delicately and not in any way that may offend the interviewee.
Cultural relativism is a theory that beliefs exist within the culture they are held and are not absolute, therefore this will be kept in mind when observing aspects of Rwandan culture that may seem alien to British people. Meta-awareness is another anthropological theory that will be applied during the fieldwork, as previously mentioned, being conscious of your own thinking whilst in the field is crucial to avoid ethnocentrism and produce the most accurate data possible.  
The European Commission (Iphofen:n.d.) states that anthropological research should at all costs avoid doing harm and protect the autonomy, wellbeing and dignity of all participants. Deception must be fully justified and the researcher must not knowingly misrepresent or prevent the reporting of misconduct of any participant. This will all be taken into account and practiced during the fieldwork project in Rwanda. 
The European Commission (Iphofen:n.d.) also states that the reasoning for undertaking a particular type of research must be justified, due to anthropology’s intrusive nature. The research that will be undertaken in Rwanda is definitely justified and for a positive cause, nevertheless ethical judgements will underpin every part of the research, this will be achieved by meta-awareness and reflexivity. 
Concern for the rights and well-being of the participants will be of crucial importance, due to events that occurred in the area in 1994 (Guardian:2014). There will be no mention of the genocide that happened, to any of the participants. If it so happens that the participant mentions the topic, a reply will be very reserved if not non-existent. Listening to the participant is the only necessary reaction, this is to avoid a negative impact on the participants well-being and to adhered to the European Commission. 
Being as Rwanda has a very different type of governance to the United Kingdom, it is important to ensure that one does not unknowingly offend locals, or break any laws, through ignorance, this also applies to local traditions. One can do this by becoming accustomed to social practices and laws of the country, prior to arriving. By doing so, this would also ensure that one’s research is ethical and that the necessary respect is given to the Rwandan people. 
Safety is another important factor when undertaking fieldwork in a foreign country, in which the culture is quite different to one’s own. In relation to the previous point, following the European Commission’s code of ethics (Iphofen:n.d.) and learning and obeying local laws and customs will ensure that safety is maintained, for the most part. Other than that, not acting reckless and being alert and aware of one’s surroundings should ensure the time away from home is safe.  
To conclude, the research will attempt to uncover whether or not every day Rwandan’s lives have been enriched by the countries recent economic improvements. The research methods undertaken will mostly be participant observation, but a few interview questions will be prepared. All facets of the research will be undertaken ethically and in adherence to the European Commission (Iphofen:n.d.), also, the laws and customs of Rwanda will be respected and followed, in order to maximise safety. 

Reference List: 

Alexandra Topping, 2014. Widows of the genocide: how Rwanda’s women are rebuilding their lives. The Guardian. [online newspaper article]. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/apr/07/widows-genocide-rwanda-women [Accessed Date 1st March 2018] 
Emma Howard, 2014. Rwanda 20 years on: how a country is rebuilding itself. The Guardian. [online newspaper article]. Available at:  https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/apr/03/rwanda-20-years-on-how-a-country-is-rebuilding-itself [Accessed Date 28th February 2018] 
Rodney Muhumuza, 2018. 5 Congolese refugees killed in protests, Rwandan police say. ABC News. [Online Newspaper article] Available at: http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/rwandan-police-congolese-refugees-killed-protests-53299098
Ron Iphofen, n.d., Research Ethics in Ethnography/Anthropology. [pdf] European Commission. Available at: http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/hi/ethics-guide-ethnog-anthrop_en.pdf  [Accessed Date:1st March 2018] 
Yael Navaro-Yashin, Y.N., 2003. Life is dead here, ‘sensing the political in no mans land’. Sage Journals, [online] Available at: http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1463499603003001174 [Accessed  28th February 2018]  










ey 18 e e e

T —,
e A e
L T,
e e e e,
R s e, e
S e S T

S —
e T T

e _;,,w‘.::'.“.:__‘z::..ﬁm.:w

B ot e d s o el s bt
B




