		Jordan James
HPAH6028 – Classics Dissertation

Dissertation Plan
Throughout the course of this work, I will be discussing my dissertation topic and planning out how it will be structured as well as the ideas and arguments presented within. The dissertation topic that is being planned and worked on is “The reasons & importance of changes to religion in Britain during the time prior to and during the Roman occupation, and what effects this had on life in later centuries”.


The aim of this dissertation is to investigate religion on the island of Britain throughout the course of history and how this had an impact on the people who lived in Britain throughout different centuries. While the work will discuss periods prior to the Roman occupation, the main chronological periods to be addressed are the Roman occupation itself as well as the centuries that were to follow. The reason for these priorities is to link the effects that the Roman occupation itself brought to Britain with changes that were to follow in the subsequent centuries. 

In regard to the primary argument that will be presented throughout the work, the main basis of this at this early stage in the research for the dissertation is that religion, in particular Christianity when it arrived in Britain, played a much bigger role in certain changes that would happen, including changes that may not initially appear to be associated with religion, than is sometimes recognised by some modern scholars. By exploring this idea in detail throughout history, one can then expand the argument to how these changes that were linked to the church had an impact in later centuries and how these stem from the changes first brought by the Roman occupation.

As well as thinking about the aims of the dissertation and the arguments that will be presented, I have also planned out a provisional structure for the work which is likely to be altered slightly in the final piece as more research is carried out and new ideas brought in.
 My draft structure for the dissertation is as follows:
· Introduction
The introduction to the dissertation will explain the aims and objectives of the work and give a brief overview of what will follow. Another element to be addressed in the introduction is the overall view of modern scholars and primary sources as well as issues that may arise from these. 

· Pre-Roman Britain
This section is likely to be one of the shortest in the dissertation and will briefly explore the development of religion before the arrival of the Romans. This is primarily for comparison purposes later on and how any changes from this period later had a significant impact.

· The Roman Occupation of Britain
This will be one of the key elements of the overall dissertation as it is here that the changes in religion brought by the Romans will be discussed, as well as the importance and impact of these changes on the people of Britain. This will be important later in the work when demonstrating how much of an impact would be made in the long term by the Romans. It will also be important here to discuss why these changes were introduced to begin with.

· Debates within primary sources
While primary material will of course be referenced in the dissertation up to this point, it is at this stage that some of the evidence for and against a truly lasting impact on Britain based on religious changes will be discussed. The sources will also be critically discussed at this stage to identify the reliability of any claims to a lasting impact.


· Debates within modern scholarship
This section will be similar to the previous while shifting the focus to modern scholarship. While modern scholarship will of course be references in the dissertation up to this point, this section will also explore arguments within scholarship on the topic being discussed and well as critically discussing the reliability of this evidence in helping to gain an understanding on the impact of religious change in Britain.

· Post-Roman Britain
This section will cover centuries after the Roman occupation of Britain and any major changes brought about in this period. Most importantly, this section will begin to link the Roman changes had brought and the impact this had on Britain in later times. While previous sections relating to scholarship will focus on the Roman period, it is here that any critical discussion from evidence after the Romans will be addressed.

· The Impact
Another key section, this will address the overall idea of a lasting impact brought by the changes in religion during the Roman period on Britain in later centuries. Ideas and arguments presented throughout the work will be brought together here and some final examples of evidence may be included. Leading up to the conclusion, this section will be the final thoughts relating to the evidence presented in the dissertation.

· Conclusion
This will be the final element of the work where after bringing all evidence and ideas together in the previous section, the actual question of whether or not it is fair to say the changes in religion throughout the period being discussed had a bigger impact on Britain and elements of its history than modern history sometimes attributes to it. 



In regard to the conclusion for this work, while provisional at this stage early research conducted has already began to demonstrate that the argument being presented throughout the dissertation is true. Further research will help further determine this point, as well as more evidence to the contrary.
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