On this essay I will be exploring the classic and contemporary aspects of creative approaches in education from a number of different people. From the 1960’s to the 80’s the UK’s primary schools were recognised as innovative and a democratic school where parents, teachers, and students have a say in their own education and how it is designed around the students instead of the students having to adapt to a standard schooling system. 

Ken Robinson who is a British author, speaker and international advisor on education in the arts to government, non profits, education and arts bodies. From 1985 to 1988, Robison was the director of the Arts in Schools Project, it was initiated to develop the arts education through all of England and Wales. This huge project consisted of over 2,000 teachers, administrators, and artists who work in a network of over 300 initiatives to help form the National Curriculum in England. Whilst this project was ongoing Robinson also worked as an advisor to Hong Kong’s Academy for the Performing Arts. 
In 1998 he led a UK commission on creativity, education and the economy this influenced many people as it was a report on Creativity, culture and Education. The Times said of it: "This report raises some of the most important issues facing business in the 21st century. It should have every CEO and human resources director thumping the table and demanding action". Robison has created many strategies that are creative and economically beneficial for development as part of the Peace Process in Northern Ireland. He is also a regular speaker at TED conferences, Robinson spoke of creativity in education in YouTube videos that have been viewed over 80 million times. His presentation questions “Do schools kill creativity?”, “How to escape educations Death Valley” where he zones in on the three crucial aspects for the human mind to thrive, and how American education and culture works the complete opposite.  Robison believes that for people to succeed and engage in education there are three things that must be developed. The first is that it needs to offer a wide curriculum one that can be made to encourage individualism and helps students explore this through their work. Secondly, it has to want a child to be creative and give them ways in which they can do this to their full potential through teaching, in which that then depends on how teachers are taught through high quality training. Lastly, it should give full responsibility the the student and teachers to define their educational course, by helping them find their creativity and not use standardise testing. He believes that we can only succeed by seeing the educational system as an organic system instead of a mechanical one. You can only have a successful school by helping to foster the climate not by trying to control and make it happen.
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Jean Piaget study on the cognitive development of children focuses on the development of logic. Children and adults have logical and creative thinking which deals with their reality of thinking. This study aims to explore the cognitive structure in which is much like that of Piaget’s cognitive development theories of students when creative thinking is involved. In this study students were given a mathematical problem which they had to solve by using originality, sensitivity, fluency and flexibility which will show through their cognitive structure. As the picture explains Piaget believes that if you want creativity then you should always keep a part of your inner child before it is taken over by adulthood. A child’s creativity is endless there is always a way in which they will keep themselves entertained with their mind. Whereas, adults seem to lose a sense of creativity and do not harbour it as much as a child. Piaget has four theories in development-:
· Sensorimotor stage –  0-2 years: imitation, memory and thought begin to be utilized
· Preoperational stage- 2-7 years: language development and recognizing symbolic form
· Concrete operational stage- 7-11 years: able to solve hands-on problems logically
· Formal operational stage- 11-15 years : able to solve abstract problems in a logical fashion
These stages show a child’s ability to perform different problems at different ages. 
To Piaget, cognitive development was a progressive reorganization of mental processes resulting from biological maturation and environmental experience. He believed that children construct an understanding of the world around them, experience discrepancies between what they already know and what they discover in their environment, then adjust their ideas accordingly.
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The work of Lev Vygotsky (1934) has become the foundation of much research and theory in cognitive development over the past several decades, particularly of what has become known as Social Development Theory. His theory stress on the fundamental role of social interaction as he strongly believed that community plays a strong role in the “making meaning” process. Vygotsky has developed a sociocultural approach to cognitive development. He developed his theories at around the same time as Jean Piaget was starting to develop his ideas (1920's and 30's), but he died at the age of 38. Individual development cannot be understood without reference to the social and cultural context. Vygotsky places more emphasis on cultural aspects affecting cognitive development. This says the opposite to Piaget’s view of universal stages and content of development. Whereas Piaget states cognitive development is mostly universal in cultures, Vygotsky believes that is varies across different cultures. Although, like Piaget, Vygotsky claims that babies are born with the basic abilities and understandings for intellectual development but Piaget also focuses on motor reflexes and sensory abilities. 
Lev Vygotsky refers to 'elementary mental functions' –
· Attention
· Sensation
· Perception 
· Memory


Like Piaget, Vygotsky believes that young children are curious and actively involved in their own learning and the discovery and development of new schemas.  However, Vygotsky placed more emphasis on social contributions to the process of development, whereas Piaget emphasized self-initiated discovery. According to Vygostsky the child learns through social interaction with an intelligent tutor who knows how to help the child the way they need to learn. The student and teacher cooperate and they help to build an understanding which is given verbally. The child seeks to understand the actions or instructions provided by the tutor (often the parent or teacher) then internalises the information, using it to guide or regulate their own performance.
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Overall, by each of these classical and contemporary educational explorers we can see that they all have a clear understanding that the child needs to be influenced by a tutor/ parent in order to accept their creativity and learn from it enabling them to create many things in order to teach themselves. Piaget and Vygotsky believe that children start learning from a very young age and believe that they open up their own paths to excel in their learning. 
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If you want to be creative, stay in
part a child, with the creativity and
invention that characterizes children
before they are deformed by adult

society.

Jean Piaget
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