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The Virtual Learning Environment is referred as to a platform which aims to support learning and the teaching of activities across the internet on many platforms. The Virtual learning Environment simplified is an online version of the real-world education system, this environment also allows the online interactions in several ways between both a learner and a tutor making it easier for both individuals to upload work and resources easier. 
 Like anything, Virtual Learning Environment has both pros and cons to it. For example, it promotes the students to learn at a rate which is more comfortable to them in both inside and outside of school meaning it gives them a better learning experience, It also allows the introduction of new learning strategies which could benefit both the students and teacher. However, Virtual Learning Environment also encourages the lack of motivation as people are at home or in a comfortable environment meaning they have a lack of self-discipline meaning they will fall behind on work. Another major disadvantage is that Virtual Learning Environments can be complicated to use for people who have a lack of knowledge on how to work a computer, Slow connections can also disrupt the work of people as it may take a longer process for them to download resources and upload homework.
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ABSTRACT

	Abstract- this research study aims to identify whether the impact of virtual learning environment is positive or negative. Around 6 people took part in the questionnaire I formed (few amounts of people due to the Pandemic situation). The people involved in this study ranged from the ages of 16-32 and are all in some sort of education (sixth form to university). Questionnaires and quick surveys were used in this study in order to obtain the findings and results I was seeking. In terms of findings, the majority felt as though Virtual Learning Environments makes them less self-disciplined and does not encourage them to do as much work than when in person with the tutor, on the other hand a few felt as though it helped them learn better as they are in a much more comfortable environment making them more relaxed. Nevertheless, they all came to the same conclusion that Virtual Learning Environments could help people in different ways.



	Introduction And Key Words 
	 As explained above, VLE also known as Virtual Learning environment is a learning strategy which many tutors use to express learning to learners and it’s a known controversial topic on whether it’s an effective way of both teaching people and learning things.
key terms-
Virtual Learning Environment- a virtual classroom which enables teachers and teachers to communicate with each other online.



METHODOLOGY: 
	

Data Analysis method- 
	

Method -
	

Justification-

	
Questionnaire- set of printed questions which have a multiple choice of answers  
	I would approach the people I had originally asked to question and ask them a set of questions on the topic of virtual Learning Environments, what they thought of it and the rating of effectiveness they would give it.
	Relatively simple way to collect data which involves lower costs, they also allow you to collect large amount of data in a short time and they also allow you to address a large number of problems in a standardized way.

	

Survey- a method of measuring opinions and experiences 
	This has a similar method to the questionnaire however I gave the individuals more time to give answers as we asked them specific questions based on their past experiences with VLE’s.
	Pretty useful in terms of describing the features of a large population, only research method which can provide such a broad capability. It also ensures a more accurate sample to gather specific results which can help draw conclusions and come to important decisions.



Questionnaire Questions And Findings-
“What form of education are you in right now?”
- Two of the 6 personages were sixth formers, three were in university and one was a tutor themselves.
“Do VLE’s help you progress further in them?”
- five of the individuals had stated that Virtual Learning did not as they felt as though it was the same as a classroom.  
-However, one felt that it made them more involved in their work as they were learning or having discussions in a location which was more comfortable for them. 
“Does a Virtual Learning Environment help you become more self-disciplined and encourage you to do more work”
 -65% said No”
-The rest stated that learning virtually made them work even more as they felt relaxed as they were in an environment, they felt most free in.
“Would you say that VLE’s is an effective way of both teaching and learning?”
- This question generated controversial answers as many people were stuck in the middle of whether it was effective or not for them.
-The individuals questioned what was exactly meant by effective which then later allowed them to conclude.
- The group was split into exactly half, with three stating that they felt it was effective but with the idea of effective they had for themselves, and the other half simply disagreeing with the fact that it was effective despite all the different definitions of effective they were given.
“Have you ever faced any difficulties accessing VLE’s?”
-One individual which lacked both knowledge and skills on how to use the computer said “it’s a hard process to use VLE’s, I often have to ask other people to help me, which leads me to join classes late, this disrupts my learning as sometimes I may not know how to upload homework or download resources or materials which could benefit me. Hence why I prefer the face-to-face teaching and strongly feel like it’s an ignorant way of teaching as some of us do not obtain such skills to do these things.” 
-The 5 other individuals had not faced any struggles when accessing or using Virtual learning systems.
-However, occasionally the people who had no issues accessing the VLE’s often experience network problems, but they do not cause too much of a disruption for them they had stated.
“Why did you decide to use the VLE?”
- One person claimed that they heard many people discussing that Virtual Learning Environments were effective and good to use, so they took their advice and started using it.
-One other person proclaimed that they were encouraged by their tutors to use it to hopefully help them learn better and more effectively
- Unlike the rest, the remaining four personages were perhaps forced to use Virtual learning environments, and this is due to of the Pandemic taking place.
“Would you recommend someone else to use Virtual learning environments?” 
-All implied that they would encourage to someone but only if they have a sufficient amount of knowledge on how to use a computer or skills.
“Would you like to see any additional services added provided via Virtual Learning Environments?”
-The majority felt nothing needed to be added.
-One person felt as though there should be instructions, help guides or a way to contact for help when trying to access these VLE’s
“On a scale of 1-10 what would you rate the effectiveness of using VLE’s?”
-The answers varied, 4 people were between 5 and 7, one person felt as though it wasn’t effective in the slightest way and voted at the bottom of the scale which was 2. Another voted 9, which was the highest score given.
Using the questionnaire, I was able to form a graph based on how effective people thought it was
  The graph constantly flunctuates for the first three people then stops.[image: ]
	From the questionnaire I was also able to obtain qualiative data. I decided to form a word cloud from words which were constantly being repeated by the different individuals who took part. [image: ]


The word cloud displays the most frequent words used, in this case were: effective, computer and skills. The word cloud helps me to visualise text data in a simple way, giving a broad and plain explanation as to what people think of a certain topic.
Quick Survey And Findings-
A quick five minute survey was administered to the 6 indidviduals and the results from the survey were delivered as a data table (Bar Graph). I decided to formulate a bar graph for every question I asked during the survey
“What is your reason for using the Virtual Learning Environments system?”
- many different answers were given. I assumed that all answers would be  to do with the completion of work, teaching or learning.
[image: ]
-The majority predominately use VLE to submit assignments and to learn new materials from their tutors. VLE’s are used by many to take tests online and join or create online discussions, many stated they use it for looking over material  from past lessons. One used VLE’s to share information
“What are your feelings towards Virtual Learning Environments?”
-Using a likert scale for this type of question is effective as the indidvuals are given a series of answers to answer from, This scale helps me to understand the satisfaction of the Virtual Leanring Environment services they use. It also gives me more of a granular feedback compared to binary questions.
[image: ]
-As shown in the scale above the many people had felt that Virtual Learning environments are designed to an extent which it can be both easily accessed and used speaking from their own experience
-in terms of wether it makes their lessons more engageable, many people were either strongly disagree or just agree.
“ How often do you use Virtual Learning Environments?.
-This showed wether it was effective
[image: ]
-From the Pie chart it was clearly evident that people use it more frequently than I supposed they would, This could signify that Virtual Learning Environments have an impact as people are using it a lot.
[bookmark: _Hlk60704048]-The usage of Virtual Learning Environments by students have been researched very widely by both Percival and Muirhead (2009)
CONCLUSION:  
When it comes to wether the students find using Virtual Learning Environments effective, it’s clearly portrayed that there are mixed feelings about this and its quite a controversial topic to speak about as many hold their own veiws from their past and current experiences with using it. Many of the students see the introduction of Virtual Learning Environments to be beneficial in many ways whether it helps them learn better or maybe recall what they’ve learnt in a more suffient way which could perhaps help them be more unlikely to fall behind on work, However there is a small population of the indididuals which feel as though it isnt as effectie and theres no point of using Virtual Learning Environments. Nevertheless, the one tutor themselves was stuck in the middle as they felt it had a good impact on some of their students unlike others which it had caused them to be more behind on their work and lessons. Nonetheless, students came to a conclusion that their tutors did the supposedly right thing to by encouraging them to use it.
The advantages also sway the perspective of what they think about the impact of Virtual Learning Environments , according to studies and the experiences of both students and tutors they felt is was quite a sufficient process for them seeing as they could type up work rather than hand writing it which obviously takes less time and then just upload it. Having online classes also means that deadline times would be more flexible in terms of when they have to upload work set by their tutor. 
Regarding the disadvantages, they are outweighed by the advantages as the cons seems to be less and more minor . They also don’t affect everyone and only a few people go through these issues. For example, connection issues may disrupt their learning for a short time, but can be easily fixed if not prolonged. This may put pressure on tutors to again teach a lesson to get their students back on track.
In conclusion, despite the limitations of using Virtual Learning Environments for some students, It’s pretty evident that the excecution of Virtual Learning Environments has been beneficial for the majority and has a positive impact on people’s learning overall.
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