Lee Perkins	Medieval Studies	1711094
Commentary on The Chronicon Anglicanum 
The Chronicon Anglicanum is a chronicle written partly by Lord Ralph of Coggeshall, the sixth abbot of Coggeshall in Essex, within the Cistercian order.[footnoteRef:1] Ralph’s work on the chronicle after 1207 was not written until around 1221.[footnoteRef:2] Today the manuscript is located in the British Library in London.[footnoteRef:3] Ralph’s main contribution to the chronicle are events based around the Norman conquest and also the beginning of Henry III’s reign.[footnoteRef:4] This extract covers the years 1207 to 1212. The manuscript of the Chronicon Anglicanum is written on parchment, measures 210 x 155mm, and is originally written in gothic and gothic cursive script.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  D.A Carpenter, ‘Years of Richard and the First Years of John’, Abbot Ralph of Coggeshall's Account of the Last Years of King Richard and the First Years of King John, JSTOR. Vol. 113, No. 454 (1998), 1210-1220 (p. 1210).]  [2:  Ibid.]  [3:  British Library, The British Library, 2003, http://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?vid=IAMS_VU2&docId=IAMS040-001103320&fn=permalink [Accessed on October 1st 2018].]  [4:  Ralph of Coggeshall, ‘Preface’ in Chronicon Anglicanum, ed. By J.Stevenson (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012) Preface.]  [5:  The British Library, 2003.] 

A chronicle presents significant events in chronological order by year, similar to an annal but with more narrative detail and description within each entry.[footnoteRef:6] Medieval chroniclers typically attempted to record the events of the times they lived truthfully.[footnoteRef:7] This aspect can be seen in the very first sentence of the extract where the author explains he ‘took pains to write down faithfully certain visions which he had heard from venerable men, to the great edification of many people’.[footnoteRef:8] Chronicles were often written by monks and kept by abbeys and monasteries, as is the case with this chronicle.[footnoteRef:9] The scholar, Given-Wilson, asserts that medieval chronicles were believed to have an educational purpose as well as the purpose of accurately recording events.[footnoteRef:10] This is clearly seen here where Ralph states this as his purpose. It is not exactly clear what lesson Ralph is trying to convey in his chronicle however later passages, such as those in 1209 and 1210 relating to strange weather phenomena, maybe seen as Ralph attempting to guide his readers in the interpretation of strange events.	 [6:  H. White, ‘Critical Inquiry’, The Value of Narrativity in the Representation of Reality, JSTOR. Vol. 7 No. 1 (1980), 5-17 (p. 17).]  [7:  C.Given-Wilson, Chronicles: The Writing of History in Medieval England (A&C Black, 2004) Chapter. 1, p. 1.]  [8:  Chronicon Ang online version	]  [9:  Given-Wilson, Medieval England, p. 16. ]  [10:  Ibid, p. 2. ] 

It is evident that Ralph had an interest in religious matters and in the relationship between King John and the church. In 1207 Ralph writes that Master Stephen Langton became archbishop of Canterbury on Pope Innocent’s order, and as a result Ralph states that King John had all the possessions of the Canterbury church confiscated.[footnoteRef:11] This shows us that there had been a hostile relationship between King John and Pope Innocent.[footnoteRef:12] Professor Cheney states that King John took the Pope’s interdict as an act of war which continued for five years.[footnoteRef:13] With the interdict in place, this would have clearly been a major issue, as Cheney writes of a ‘double wound’ which included ‘the withdrawal of divine service and the plundering of the clergy’s possessions’.[footnoteRef:14] Ralph’s chronicle appears to be treading carefully in potentially dangerous territory whilst attempting to document the events of the time. Ralph is a member of the Cistercian order owing loyalty to the Pope, whilst at the same time based in England under the rule of the King. The friction between the King and Pope would undoubtedly have implications for religious orders within England. [11:  Ralph, Chronicon Anglicanum, 2012.]  [12:  R. H. C. Davis, A History of Medieval Europe (London: Butler&Tanner, 1970) p. 309. ]  [13:  C. R. Cheney, ‘King John and the Papal Interdict’, John Rylands Library, Vol.31, 2, (1948), 295-310 (pp. 296-303).]  [14:  Ibid. p.297.] 

Ralph’s entry in 1209 shows King John’s ability to punish anybody who defies him, even religious men who were acting on the Pope’s orders. The Annals of Dunstable Priory, another contemporary account of the year 1209, also records King John’s orders to destroy land and property.[footnoteRef:15] The magnitude of King John’s actions are reinforced by being included in both documents. King John’s orders could have been seen as a warning to other religious houses of his capabilities. [15:  The Annals of Dunstable Priory, Trans. D.Preet, ed. Intro. H, Webster (Woodbridge: Boydell&Brewer,2018).] 

Ralph’s interest in King John’s relationship with the church can be seen again in 1210. King John placed a heavy tax on the religious houses, however, he particularly targeted the Cistercians and did not allow them to attend the annual chapter of Citeaux.[footnoteRef:16] It has been suggested that the Cistercians ‘never recovered from this financial crisis’.[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Ralph, Chronicon Anglicanum, 2012.]  [17:  J. Madden, ‘The Catholic Historical Review’ Business Monks, Banker Monks, Bankrupt Monks: The English Cistercians in the Thirteenth Century, Vol. 49(3) (1963), 351-360 (p. 351).] 

Within Ralph’s writing, it was also evident that he displayed an interest in the weather and its relationship with earthly events, which is a common tradition in biblical writings.[footnoteRef:18] In 1209, Ralph describes the weather as an ‘extraordinary battle of the clouds with the sun’, which was believed to symbolize a warning for a negative event occurring, the juxtaposition in the next line of the chronicle tells us that King John had the bishops property and land destroyed.[footnoteRef:19] Ralph’s interest surrounding the supernatural is highlighted again in 1210, where he writes about the sun’s battle with the clouds.[footnoteRef:20] As previously mentioned, this could be linked to an ominous event occurring. Ralph’s next entry in 1210 would seem to reinforce his beliefs, as he states that William de Braose’s family were killed.[footnoteRef:21]  [18:  M. Staunton, The Historians of Angevin England (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017) p. 125.]  [19:  Ralph, Chronicon Anglicanum, 2012.]  [20:  Ralph, Chronicon Anglicanum, 2012.]  [21:  Ibid.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk526535577]In 1209, Pope Innocent elected Otto IV Holy Roman Emperor, with James Bryce stating that ‘The pope moved heaven and earth on behalf of Otto’.[footnoteRef:22] Although Otto was not the favourite to take the crown, Pope Innocent favoured him over Frederick II and Philip of Swabia because he was a Guelf.[footnoteRef:23] In 1211, Ralph writes that Emperor Otto and King John were excommunicated but does not mention Emperor Otto’s successor, Frederick II of Sicily, again highlighting his religious interests.[footnoteRef:24] [22:  J. Bryce, ‘The Holy Roman Empire’ (Jazzybee Verlag: Macmillan, 1918) p. 129.]  [23:  Davis, Medieval Europe, p 347.]  [24:  I.Penn, Dogma Evolution & Papal Fallacies, (Milton Keynes: AuthorHouse, 2007), p. 129.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	It was clear that Ralph’s interested were heavily swayed by religious affairs and King John’s actions towards the church. However, Ralph’s entries may not have been entirely truthful as he was mindful of his potential audience and did not want to offend either the Pope or King John. 
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