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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a set of 54 articles and recognises that every child has rights.  Articles 1-42 are for how children should be treated. These rights are in place so that every child regardless of race, religion, gender or any other status has the same rights as each other.  Articles 43-54 are about how governments and adults can ensure that all children are entitled to their rights.  UNICEF (2018) says that none of these articles should be more important than the other and that all articles in convention must be recognised equal and all encompassing. The UNCRC was came into force in 1990 and the United Kingdom joined the convention in 1992.  There are 196 countries party to the convention including every member of the United Nations except for the United States of America. In 2011 the Welsh Government passed a legislation making the UNCRC law in Wales and further introduced a legislation called the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011.  This measure places an onus on Welsh Ministers to act with concern to the UCNRC when making their decisions (Legislation.go.uk 2018).
Article 3 – All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child (Children’s rights Wales, 2018).
· Building strong attachment and relationships with parent/carers is key.  With open and free flowing observation and feedback.  According to Bronfenbrenner significant adults within a child’s life would be known as the Microsystem.  These are the people that have the main influence on the child’s life and sit within this microsystem.  Every adult within the microsystem must have the same understanding of the child’s strengths and weaknesses.  Working together openly on the same track will only encourage the child to develop in their own way.
· Foundation Phase (2008) clearly states that the curriculum for young children should be appropriate for the child’s stage of learning, not focus on age-related outcomes. It also states that practitioners must understand how a child develops and plan lessons that take into full account of each child’s developmental needs.  Meeting these needs will encourage the skills needed to become successful, confident learners.  
· Beckley (2012) discusses the benefits of parents/carers and practitioners working together stating that children’s lives away from school have a substantial impact on their learning.  They need both encouragement and support from home and their early years settings. This can be supported by regular check in sessions between practitioners and parent/carers.
Article 28 Children have the right to an education.  Discipline in schools should respect children’s human dignity. Primary education should be free.  Wealthy countries should help poorer countries achieve this (Children’s rights Wales, 2018).
· Dewey (1998) believes that to be an effective educator you need to be flexible but firm.  We need to allow the child a right to choose but firm to navigate the curriculum, providing gentle direction promoting individual development and needs (Dewey 1998 cited in Rose and Rogers 2012)
· The Welsh Government provides 10 hours a week of free childcare to all children on a part time basis in school or a funded nursey.  This is provided the term following the child’s third birthday (WAG 2017).  
· Flying Start is another initiative the Welsh Government provides offering two and a half hours a day of free quality childcare five days a week to 2-3 years old (WAG 2017). This service is provided to help Tackle Poverty Agenda.
· Free school breakfasts are also provided to all primary school child in Wales to ensure a healthy start to the day is provided.  Aiming to reduce the health implications of a poor, inadequate diet.  This in turn should aid concentration and attainment at school (WAG 2014).
Article 31 All Children have the right to relax and play, and join in a wide range of activities.
· Susan Isaacs (1885-1948) took a holistic view of education seeing play as an important way to making sense of the world that we live in.  Isaacs became the first head of the Department of Child Development in 1933, this is now called the London Institute of Education (Mukerji and Dryden 2014).
· The Foundation Phase (2008) says that play is crucial to the way a child becomes self-aware and the way they learn important rules of social behaviour.  It is also key to intellectual development.  It is also important for the practitioner to be involved in children’s play particularly when there is shared thinking, problem solving, and open questioning involved.  This could be something simple as when in the home corner asking for the child to make a coffee instead of the tea they have offered.  It allows the child to use it problem solving techniques.   
· Sim and Xu (2017) conducted a study which showed that children self-directed learning supported the learning of higher concepts.
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