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1 Introduction
The Magistrates originated in the 12th century with the appointment of "keepers of the peace" by Richard 1. The phrase "justice of the peace" was first used in 1361, but they have been acting as judges since the 13th century. The police remained under the magistrates' control until 1839. Paid magistrates have been in place since the late 18th century, and it was decided that by the middle of the 19th century, they must be barristers.
Nowadays Magistrates are volunteers and trained members of the local community, with the main responsibility of making decisions regarding criminal or family cases in the Magistrates Courts, Family Court and Youth Court. Each case is typically tried by three magistrates, one of whom has received special training to serve as the chairperson and two wingers.

2 Magistrates in United Kingdom,
The magistrates who preside over a variety of criminal and civil cases in England and Wales are qualified volunteers chosen from the community. The magistrates of the adult criminal court make decisions about offences that are punishable by up to a year in jail or an infinite fine. Magistrates also sit in the juvenile court, which handles criminal cases involving children aged 10 to 17, and the family court. Structure changes have also been made to the training of magistrates. 
According to the Constitutional Reform Act of 2005, the Lord Chief Justice oversees overseeing judicial training in England and Wales. This duty is presently carried out by the Judicial College, which created magistrate training in place of the Judicial Studies Board in 2011. Legal advisors primarily give this training locally, while some are now doing it online. The duty for directing local training delivery was transferred to Training, Approvals, Authorizations and Appraisal Committees (TAAACs) in 2017, replacing Magistrates' Area Training Committees.
They convene in benches of three, with the presiding justice sitting in the middle and two "wingers" on either side of him or her. The Presiding Justice has received training to serve as chair and speaks in court on behalf of the three magistrates, but all three equally contribute to the decision-making process.
Magistrates are regular people with common sense and the ability to provide just judgements; they come from a variety of backgrounds and must be between the ages of 18 and 70 and be free of any major prior convictions for a crime. 

3 Court Closures


The civil jurisdiction of magistrates' courts has the highest number of cases in the legal system, with around 5 million cases each year. Many cases involve collecting debts owed to the government, including council tax, rates, child support, and similar obligations. The appeals of other authorities' judgements, such as those regarding licencing or the registration of security officers, are also the responsibility of magistrates. For civil conduct orders, such as orders to avoid sexual harm, bans on playing football, and injunctions against children under 18, police agencies submit requests to magistrates' courts.
In Family Court, magistrates review several cases, some of which may involve making decisions that have an impact on children who are more vulnerable, assisting separated parents in establishing arrangements for their children, enforcing child support orders, and preventing domestic violence. They can significantly affect a child's life, welfare, and the future of a family by playing this crucial role. Criminal courts follow completely different procedures, and in civil court settings, parties are usually seated around a big table in a much less formal atmosphere.
In Youth Courts, whose processes are intentionally less formal than in adult criminal courts (e.g., magistrates will purposefully speak directly to young defendants rather than always through their legal representative), magistrates are specially trained to preside. Except for homicide, which must be handled by a higher court, the juvenile court can handle any criminal crimes committed by youth (those under the age of 18), apart from civil disputes. Sentences are distinct from other punishment since they are tailored to the needs of juvenile offenders. When appearing in court, young defendants should always be accompanied by an adult who can be trusted.
Around 95% of Criminal Court cases begin in magistrates' courts and are resolved there. As a magistrate in the criminal court, you'll participate in making decisions about the next step. Domestic abuse, drug offences, driving infractions, theft, assaults, criminal property damage, and public order violations are only a few examples of possible cases. Together with the rest of their bench, the judges in the criminal court will listen to and assess all the evidence presented by the court. If a defendant has entered a plea of guilty or been found guilty, the court has the power to impose fines, community repercussions (such as unpaid work or addiction treatment), and jail terms of up to 12 months for a single offence.
4 Characteristic
Making decisions that are fair, impartial, and transparent requires magistrates to take prompt action and be able give reasoned judgements that are transparent, unbiased, and fair. Magistrates must also be able to comprehend a lot of material and recognise pertinent problems.
Working and interacting with people professionally requires magistrates to be personable and dependable, able to inspire confidence and trust, and able to operate both independently and collaboratively in a professional and efficient manner. In order to effectively challenge any prejudice in themselves and others, they must be able to engage people in decision-making and encourage their participation.
Respectful and sensitive communication is required of magistrates, who must be able to listen intently and actively, clarify points of view, and speak with assurance and tact while maintaining confidentiality. Additionally, they must be able to modify their communication style according to the circumstances and communicate their judgements' justifications in plain terms.
Understanding and valuing various points of view: Magistrates must be able to identify and value various points of views, interact with persons in a sympathetic manner, and demonstrate sincere empathy for their predicament. They must also be aware of important societal issues and be willing to comprehend such issues.

5 Reform,
Along with magistrates themselves, courts and the use of technology in the courtroom are crucial to the future of the magistracy. The ongoing court reform initiative, which seeks to improve the court system in part by maximising the use of technology, is crucial in this regard. This plan was started in 2016 and is continuing strong, according to the National Audit Office (2019), which called it "an ambitious portfolio of reforms that aimed to modernise the justice system, reduce complexity, and provide new ways for people to engage" (p. 5).
It is obvious that there is much that could be done to increase the productivity of magistrates' courts. But in order to implement these changes, political will and, in certain cases, parliamentary time are needed. certain critics have questioned whether politicians and policymakers are sufficiently involved in the judiciary to ensure that it receives the necessary attention. The Magistrate’s Association has voiced many of these worries while supporting the program's fundamental goals. No one wants to stop the much-needed modernization of the legal system, and any enhancements to administrative procedures are to be welcomed, but change must be compatible with providing open, transparent justice that inspires trust in local communities.


6 Advantages and Disadvantages

Advantages,
One benefit of magistrates is that they have local expertise that judges who preside over cases involving a greater area wouldn't have. They can use this to support their decisions, for instance, by drawing on their familiarity with the community and local news. Knowing the environment makes it simpler for the magistrates to envision a specific occurrence occurring. As a result, the length of time it takes for cases to arrive at and be heard in court is shortened, which lessens the burden on the judicial system.
As a replacement to judges, magistrates are also a more affordable choice for the legal system. There is no need to pay a judge's salary because, as was already mentioned, they are all volunteers. If magistrates didn't exist, there would need to be a lot more judges to fill their positions. As a result, more money can be used in other areas of the legal system where it might be more necessary.
The public's perception of magistrates as trustworthy is another benefit. As volunteers who can come from any background, magistrates may come across as more personable than judges. This keeps people's faith in the judicial system and facilitates its seamless operation.
Disadvantages,
Inconsistency in sentence by magistrates is a major concern. Given that they only need to work 13 days, they might not remember the precise punishments they previously enforced. It also unfairly treats defendants because it leaves the law unclear.
Magistrates sometimes favour the prosecution because they are biased towards the police's version of the events. They are more likely to believe the police than the defendant if it comes down to their word versus the police, which might cause them to lose faith in the legal system.
Most magistrates are in their middle age. Most defendants are under 25 yet 50% of magistrates are over 60. Which will influence how the defendants are perceived by them.

7 Conclusion

Magistrates "hold the key to many of our problems," according to the 1921 Howard Journal article on the MA (Anon 2021, p. 61). This is still valid today as it was back then. The magistrates' court handles the great majority of criminal, family and youth cases, therefore appearing in court can be an opportunity to meaningfully intervene in the lives of those who are involved with the legal system. This would be consistent with the broader problem-solving strategy mentioned above and allow magistrates to make solve our problems.
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