E-portfolio checklist and word count:
Monologue choices
For our brand building I was given the task to prepare 4 monologues that fit my playing age. I wanted to focus on finding challenging roles that also show a good range in my acting, looking for monologues that display both internal and external struggles they face prior to the speech. 
Although I found three new and great speeches for myself, my fourth choice I had to revisit John Patrick Shanely’s prodigal son, a great speech about a student standing up for his morals and how he believes based on where he grew up, he is treated differently despite his talent and literacy skills into poetry. I wanted to revisit the speech as a foundation for my other three choices as I saw Jim’s monologue a great example of the kind of performing I wanted to show, a speech that is essential to the story and bringing everything before the monologue to a standstill as the character speaks, making what comes after completely different, moving the story forward in a different direction. This was one of the essential conflicts within a character I wanted to look for in my other choices, to perform in front of people and discuss among themselves if the characters i perform are justifiable for their action or what they say throughout the plays, 
For my other three choices I started looking into Lucy Prebble's “The sugar syndrome” specifically Lewis’ character. I liked breaking down the character and looking into his nice guy facade, where in truth he is so fixated on the internet and communicating with people through it, he has lost touch with reality, making him feel quite disconnected from the other characters in the way he performs and speaks. I wanted to develop a unique way of performing this speech which I haven’t seen anyone do before and primarily uses his phone to create a text message for Dani, showcasing both a passive aggressive personality and a calm and rational thought process when writing to her, showing that someone through a phone or computer can be very manipulative and deceiving to what they’re really like.
My third choice is KJ’s monologue from Annie Baker’s “the alien’s” the title of the play is one of the many names him and his friend Jasper wanted to use for their band. A slow but emotional story about Evan who works at a cafe meets these two and they reminisce about music, simpler times and dreams of the future. Kj’s monologue is difficult to deconstruct with the language, the monologue is KJ slowly breaking down from the loss of his friend, as they are both substance abusers. He repeats the word ladder based on finding it difficult growing up to say it, I liked using the word as a journey through his life, the more he says the quieter but also teared full the words become.
My fourth and final choice for the monologue is also another substance abuser but for a contrasting reason, Chip in this story and in the monologue is frustrated by his father and how he neglects him more than his little brother, especially not seeing anything of his father in himself which is why he wanted to be a dad himself before Tami gets an abortion supported by his father. Despite all these negative things happening in his life, in the monologue he’s quite soft spoken, never yelling or insulting those around him but instead inflicts insults on himself, what’s going to happen to him or blaming himself for the people that have left in his life. 
Choosing two speeches
When selecting two speeches from my four choices for the practical assessment, I wanted to find contrasting journeys for the characters, where one-character has a good heart but makes the wrong choices in life, whereas the other is someone who has every opportunity to be selfless but instead chooses to benefit themselves, even if it harms others around my choosing of speeches. I decided to go for “chip from the sunken living room” and “Lewis from the Sugar Syndrome”, I thought to change the contrast of my monologues to having a reverse of internal and external emotions for the characters, Chip being very explosive externally, and talking about his unborn child and how much it could’ve made him a better person, showing a sign of vulnerability compared to the start of his speech when he becomes intimidated by his own father. For Lewis I wanted to use a phone and have that object be used to show a different part of his character like Chip with his unborn baby. However, I wanted it to reflect his character and how much he depends on technology because it’s the only way he communicates to others, so to have a character who behaves differently online compared to how he really behaves. Lewis’ phone can also be used to speak as if someone else is in the room. Both characters have something that shows a different part of themselves, maybe who they really are, but are contrasting in the way that internal character is shown. 
Networking workshop
The networking workshop was simple to understand but essential to applying small skills into an audition and performance-based environment. Learning through third years and professionals in the industry I took away from this workshop the way I make a first impression. I learned that fussy habits such as hand gestures and lack of eye contact massively brings down a good first impression, as it shows you're not fully engaged to what their saying, also doing plenty of researching to the networking event your attending is crucial, to know the interests of casting agents or other networks is important to know how to open up a conversation that your both interested in.
Stage combat workshop
The stage combat session run by Seren was interesting, learning the choreography and safety of stage combat, but also learning to have full trust in your fight partner in the space. I was working on some techniques with Tommi and Dionne, both being on the offensive while I’m on the defensive. I think I had a unique experience working with two other individuals instead of partner work like everyone else as I got to try out two different ways of stage combat instead of one to find what works best. Tommi was more slow but direct with his movements which made it look more authentic and real, whereas Dionne was a lot quicker with her moves, making it less believable however the fast and sharp style made it more instinctive and showing a lot more expression, bringing out the characters that are fighting. After learning these moves, we were instructed to work our own storyline based off the moves we learned during the workshop, me and Tommi went for a more comical route bringing in moments from fighting stories we watched growing up together, Tommi’s being his love for WrestleMania and mine being nostalgic fighting videos on YouTube, mainly from Micharl and Danny Philippou (RackaRacka) a channel that has high end production quality and for the sites standards top fighting choreography. With these two ideas we decided to create a storyline within 20 minutes which can be viewed in the link below: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZAV4W8vfPQB1YBRwvnAyxXRBevEKW9k4?usp=sharing
Risk assessment workshop
This workshop was important not just to us as actors being more aware of the health and safety during a theatre/film set, but also being capable enough to volunteer to help set up and remove gear to speed up the process before rehearsals. There's a lot of co-ordination and teamwork that’s needed to move light rigs and large cables. This workshop gave me a better understanding of the tough work environment around me on what needs to be prepared, also made me more selfless in helping others around me to create the best performances possible.
Self-taping and sight reading
The self-tapes for this module were very helpful, learning a variety of methods for the right location to film, the angle and headspace for a self-tape, and the best way to engage with the viewer. My initial self-tape before my assessment recording got given a lot of good feedback, highlighting that I had good lighting, however some of the smaller and quicker ways of recording a self-tape received much and deserved criticism. My tutor Lynne Seymour explained that someone holding the camera led to the recording being shaky, suggesting I place the camera steadily on a tripod, also location is important when it comes to focusing on the self-tape as in my first recording there were a lot of distracting components in the video such as light switches and doors. Also being presentable is important, as I was wearing my hat throughout the self-tape which was also criticised. Taking all these notes I knew when working on the assessment self-tape I needed to be a lot more professional with my setup and my appearance so I worked with a small team to get the right lighting, a clear background, and even a costume that fits with my character but doesn’t make it too distracting to what I’m saying, also no hats this time round.
The site reading work was also just as fun, discovering quick and efficient ways to deconstruct a text to create a performance in a short amount of time. During this process we focused on voicework by reading newspaper articles which I was fascinated by, as there’s a wide range of personalities that you can express through a news story, whether it’s a well-spoken and high-status anchor, to a more relaxed and friendly toned podcast host. I liked this Idea so much that I included below voiceovers from two recent news articles that grabbed my attention.
Voice Reels:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UJCojleEa9MJIWRYKDBnBTFV7_qjS5Ws?usp=drive_link
Brand exploration, (creative landscape) and journey
When looking for theatre companies in my local area, I had to expand my range of theatre companies. This is because my hometown (Pontypridd) no longer has any theatre spaces in the town, there was the Muni arts centre but that has now shut down, so with Pontypridd not having enough for my creative landscape, I decided to expand on my locations to the area of the Rhondda Cynon Taff for my creative landscape and received much better results. Finding theatre companies such as “Parc and Dare” which provide both producing and receiving productions, along with “the Sherman” theatre which I’ve had previous experience within my early years of acting training, so it was nice to revisit one of my past places of learning. I also found it interesting the upcoming shows that are being provided from Parc and Dare named “Legally Blonde”, which I’ve purchased a ticket for to not only watch but understand more about the company itself. 
For my Brand exploration and what I found through my creative landscape I found the Sherman a great place for my acting skills, the spaces in the Sherman are spectacular when I used to be in a workshop when I was younger, and the stage leaves lots of room for movement which I’m very good at. It also gives opportunities to produce shows to bring into the Sherman, as someone who’s very ambitious to be part of an independent film company and perform there would be a great achievement. I also think the park and dare is also a great place to bring a piece of theatre into, providing something unique to a very large space would be incredible.
Link to Spreadsheet and CV’s
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/192epSJBFJj7DYkTJB8J3GrDfLKnAtng1?usp=sharing
Social media:
Although others among my class decided to create professional performance accounts, I decided the accounts I currently have on Instagram and twitter to still be considered as my professional main accounts. This is because I always update my work outside of university from stand up to writing or smaller performances since performing arts in college 5 years ago, while also showing the smaller things I get up to in life such as travelling or opportunities to show more than just my work, also showing my personality to show that I’m a positive but also selfless person both in work and what I show online professionally, always.
Links to professional social media accounts:
Calon Bailey - YouTube
(1) Calon_Bailey🇮🇹 (@CalonBailey2) / X (twitter.com)
Cal Bee (@calon_baile_boy) • Instagram photos and videos
Photo Reel:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T8HBAic2W2nqHAtlOCiALtvmZ9mPn8bj?usp=sharing
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