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The aim of this research was to evaluate the success the UK has had in counter terrorism operations, it will use interviews from participants who have experiences in counter terrorism operations and examine whether they believe that operation was a success or why they feel that the operation was failure and what they feel should have been done differently. This topic is unexplored, most research on this topic are done on individual operations and not looking at them combined to see if lessons learned from earlier counter terrorism operations have been implemented. This research takes on a qualitative approach to have a deeper understanding of the topic, interviews were done either in person or through the use of Microsoft Teams. Three interviews were done, with two having experience in counter terrorism operations and third offering their own thoughts on the topic terrorism and counter terrorism.
The findings of the interviews were analysed, one of the findings was that some of the interviewees believed that the military should have a limited role in counter terrorism operations. It also determined that the Army should not be used in a police type role as they were in Northern Ireland, as it was explained that the Army was major factor in why the IRA recruited more members and the Troubles continued longer than it should have. The research also found that for a counter terrorism operation to be success than the government should have a limited role in the operation.
2

Table of Contents
Chapter 1 – Introduction	1
1.1 Chapter Introduction	1
1.2 Background	1
1.2.1 Research Focus	3
1.3Aims	4
1.4 Objectives	5
1.5 Research Structure	5
1.6 Chapter Summary	6
Chapter 2 – Literature Review	7
2.1 Chapter Introduction	7
2.2 Definitions of Terrorism, Counterterrorism and Operations	7
2.2.1 Definition of Terrorism	7
2.2.2 Definition of Counterterrorism	9
2.2.3 Definition of Operations	10
2.3 Security Services	10
2.3.1 Police	10
2.3.2Intelligence community	10
2.3.3 Military	12
2.4 Theories on Counterterrorism	13
2.4.1 Social and Political	13
2.4.2 Countering Global Extremism	13
2.4.3 Different Options of Counterterrorism	14
2.5 Operations	15
2.5.1 Munich	15
2.5.2 Iranian Embassy Siege	16
2.5.3 Northern Ireland	18
2.5.4 Operation Neptune Spear	19
2.5.5 Paris Attack	21
2.5.6 Manchester Arena Bombing	22
2.6 Chapter Conclusion	24
Chapter 3 – Methodology	26
3.1 Chapter Introduction	26
3.2 Research Onion	26
3.2.1 Philosophy	27
3.2.2 Strategy	28
3.2.3 Reasoning	29
3.2.4 Time Horizon	29
3.3 Data Collection, Process and Analysis	30
3.3.1 Data Collection	30
3.3.2 Design	30
3.3.3 Pilot Study	32
3.3.4 Analysis	32
3.4 Sample	32
3.5 Reliability and Validity	33
3.6 Limitations	34
3.7 Ethical Considerations	35
3.8 Chapter Summary	36
Chapter 4 – Data Analysis	37
4.1 Introduction	37
4.2 Analysis	37
4.2.1 Background of interviewees	37
4.2.2 Were they aware of the term of counter terrorism?	39
4.2.3 Do they believe that the military should be involved in counter terrorism operations?	40
4.2.4 What was the aim of the counter terrorism operation that the participants were involved in?	41
4.2.5 How was the aim of the counter terrorism operation going to be achieved?	42
4.2.6 What would the participants change about the counter terrorism operation that they were involved in?	43
4.2.7 The difference in bomb making between the IRA and an Islamic Extremist Group	44
4.2.8 Was there any interaction between different security services	45
4.2.9 Did they have sympathies towards the terrorists?	45
4.3 Chapter Summary	45
Chapter 5 – Discussion	47
5.1 Introduction	47
5.2 Main Findings	47
5.3 Limitations	51
5.4 Further Research	51
5.4.1 Recommendations	52
5.5 Chapter Summary	52
Reference list	54
Appendix	67
Appendix A	67
Appendix B	67
Appendix C	69

[bookmark: _Toc120116976]Chapter 1 – Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc119409460][bookmark: _Toc120116977]1.1 Chapter Introduction
The purpose of this dissertation is to evaluate why the United Kingdom (UK) has been successful in countering the threat of terrorism and if not how these failures can be lessons for future counter terrorism operations. This chapter will explore:
· A background on counter terrorism in the UK.
· An overview of the research focus.
· The aims and objectives of the research.
· The structure of the dissertation.
[bookmark: _Toc119409461][bookmark: _Toc120116978]1.2 Background
Terrorism has been a threat to the UK since the 1970’s but more so in the 21st century, the threat has changed from groups wanting independence for their country to Islamic extremist views and the growing threat of groups with far-right ideals. To reduce this threat the UK has used units from across its security apparatus with initially the Army being tasked with counter terrorism operations to now the police having a more active role in both the intelligence as well as in apprehending terrorists, especially when deadly force has to be required. From the data the number deaths that have occurred in a terrorist act has decreased since the 1980’s (Ritchie et al, 2022). 
A potential reason for the number deaths dying in a terror incident reducing could be that the security services have become better at responding to such incidents, another reason could be seen through the data of the Global Terrorism Database (GTD) (2020) which suggest that the number terror incidents are actually decreasing in frequency. It calculates that in the early 1970’s there were 280 incidents this in contrast to 2020 where there were only 90 such attacks, the data also shows that the biggest rise in the number of terror attacks in the 21st century happened after 2010.
This increase in the number of terror incidents can be associated with the increase in lone wolf terror attacks, a lone wolf terrorist is defined by Spaaij (2010) as an attack that is done by an individual who is working independently from an established terror organisation. He says that lone wolf terror attacks are extremely hard to identify before they happen and because of this he says that these attacks pose a major security threat. The lone wolf attacks are not a new tactic, Ganor (2021) believes that with the expansion of the internet it means that potential terrorists are able to join communities of same ideals and this contributes to their radicalisation. He also believes that the internet has helped terror organisations to teach potential terrorists in methods to carry out attacks.
As both Spaaij (2010) and Ganor (2021) suggest that to counter a lone wolf attack is hard for the security services, an example of a lone wolf terror attack would be the London Bridge attack in 2019. In this attack a 28-year-old man went into a conference about prisoner rehabilitation with a large kitchen knives and a fake suicide vest, two people were killed and the terrorist himself would be killed by the police (Faulconbridge and Holden, 2019).
This is in contrast to attacks akin to the 7/7 London Bombing or to 9/11, these are very high-profile attacks that involve a collection of various parts. In theory it is easier to stop these big attacks as they are more chance of the security services of identifying these attacks. An example of the security services preventing an attack like 7/7 would be the plot to bomb the London Stock Exchange, which coincidentally the same perpetrator of the London Bridge attack in 2019 was also a part of this plot (Faulconbridge and Holden, 2019).
The sentencing for people involved in terrorism are 10 to 14 years, this is for those who are classed as dangerous offenders (Ministry of Justice, 2021). Under section 23 of the Terrorism Act 2006, the detention of a suspect for terrorism charges is 28 days (Home Office, 2006). An example of a person being charged for terrorism offences is Thomas Mair, he was given a life sentence for the murder of Jo Cox a Member of Parliament (Cobain and Taylor, 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc119409462][bookmark: _Toc120116979]1.2.1 Research Focus
A successful counter terrorism operation can give a certain perception, a quote given from de la Billière shows this perception:
‘(Applicants) apparently convinced that a balaclava helmet, Heckler, and Koch sub-machine gun would be handed to them over the counter, so that they could go off and conduct embassy-style sieges of their own’ (Fremont-Barnes, 2012, p. 118).
This quote was said after the successful counter terrorism operation of the Iranian Embassy Siege, as this quote shows that people believed that if they joined the UK security services than they would be doing similar missions. The reality of the situation may not match fully with the public perception held by those who wanted to join, the unit involved in the siege itself requires an applicant to already be involved in the security services, to overcome this issue counter terrorist units put hopeful applicants through selection process. 
In the year ending June 2022 there were 203 arrests for terrorism related activity, this is an increase of 11% from the previous year (Hargreaves, 2022). A potential reason for this increase may be because the UK has become more successful in identifying and then successfully completing operations to apprehend those suspected. However, if it is worth noting that Hargreaves (2022) mentions that only 49 of the 203 resulted in that person being charged, whereas 50 people were released without charge. 
While doing initial research on the topic it was discovered that there was no information on this topic, they look at the effects of individual operations but they do not look at them as collective. This is important as it then can be identified if the government and the security services have learnt lessons from such operations. It is also important to look at operations that involve other countries security services because there are also lessons in those operations that either should be learned or should not be repeated.
[bookmark: _Toc119409463][bookmark: _Toc120116980]1.3Aims
The aim of the research is to evaluate how successful the UK has been in counter terrorism; this will be achieved by reviewing examples of operations that UK security forces have been a part of. This review will look at what the objectives were of those operations and evaluate if the security services were successful in achieving that objective, if the security services were not successful then what lessons did they learn for future counter terrorism operations.
To achieve this, aim the research will set objectives throughout the research, the use of objectives is explained by Gratton and Jones (2004) as being fundamental in guiding a research project in answering the question set by the project. The viewpoint of Gratton and Jones (2004) is supported by Sreejesh et al (2013), they further add that the objectives should clear and precise as much as possible.
[bookmark: _Toc119409464][bookmark: _Toc120116981]1.4 Objectives
The objectives for this dissertation are:
1. Evaluate previous academic literature on the definition of terrorism, the UK security services and examples of counter terrorism operations.
2. Produce a methodology to help the process of gathering data.
3. Analyse data collected through the research.
4. Discuss the findings of the research and make recommendations on what make a good counter terrorism operation.
[bookmark: _Toc119409465][bookmark: _Toc120116982]1.5 Research Structure
The structure of the research will be as follows:
Chapter one introduces the aims and objectives for the research.
Chapter two will provide the literature review, where all the current research and an understanding of the topic will be formed. In this chapter there will be a definition of terrorism, identifying the different UK security services, theories of counter terrorism and examples of notable counter terrorism operations.
Chapter three is the methodology which will identify the research techniques that will be used for this research. For the purpose of this research the methods used will be interviews and case studies.
Chapter four will analyse the data that has been collected by the researcher following on from chapter three.
Chapter five is where the discussion of the main findings of the research, as well as provide what the limitations of the research and also the list recommendations based on the findings.
[bookmark: _Toc119409466][bookmark: _Toc120116983]1.6 Chapter Summary
This chapter has established the aims and objectives for the research project, it has also established the structure of the dissertation. The chapter has also identified the focus of the research and explained the background of terrorism and counter terrorism in the UK.
The next chapter will be the literature review, this chapter will identify the definition of terrorism, the different security services in the UK and examples of counter terrorism operations
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[bookmark: _Toc120116984]Chapter 2 – Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc120116985]2.1 Chapter Introduction
The purpose of this chapter is to examine and evaluate recent literature on counter terrorism and notable operations. This chapter will first identify how terrorism and counterterrorism is defined, followed by on identifying the security services that are involved in counterterrorism in the United Kingdom (UK). A section will identify notable counterterrorism operations that have been especially important, most of these will be operations that involved UK security services but there will also be an evaluation of an operation that did not involve UK security services but is especially important in the history of counterterrorism.
This review will examine the available literature that contain information regarding this subject, the information will come from academic sources that have been selected because they provide a grounding and an understanding of the topic. The literature for the purpose of this chapter will be obtained from the use of Google Books, Google Scholar and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) online library will also be used. The bibliographies of some of the sources will also be used as this is a wonderful way of gaining research on a topic that has already been checked for its validity. There will also be information used by News articles, these will be able to provide at the time reporting about some of the operations and the use of websites, but this to will be narrow in its view and the websites will be checked first for credibility first.
[bookmark: _Toc111211043][bookmark: _Toc120116986]2.2 Definitions of Terrorism, Counterterrorism and Operations
[bookmark: _Toc111211044][bookmark: _Toc120116987]2.2.1 Definition of Terrorism
There is a major issue when trying to determine the definition of terrorism as countries and world organisations have their own definitions with the possibility of major differences between them. This issue has also caused major problems for policymakers and academics according to Richards (2018), he adds that for some they feel finding a common definition of terrorism is futile. Policymakers believe that if there is a common definition then there would be better international cooperation and for academics it would be easier to analyse, evaluate and investigate the concept and application (Richards, 2018). In the book written by Schmid (2011) he listed 250 different definitions of terrorism.
Schmid (2011) gives a simple definition which is that terrorism equals political violence or violence for political purposes, while simultaneously identifying that terrorism as political violence is a broad concept and his not especially useful. Dictionary definitions in the opinion of Hoffman (2006) are also of little help, he believes that one of the most revered dictionaries in the English language, the Oxford English Dictionary (OED), is too literal in its interpretation and also too historical. The definition favoured by Hoffman (2006) is the OED definition that the perpetrator of terrorism, is defined as a political term and anyone who attempts to further their views by way of coercive intimidation. He believes this is helpful because it familiarizes the reader with the notion that terrorism as political concept.
The United Nations (UN) does not have a definition of terrorism, Saul (2005) posits that the UN’s lack of specific definition is justified by the supposition that they can effectively combat terrorism without widespread consensus on its core characteristics. 
The United States (US) define terrorism as a politically motivated violence against non-combatant targets by subnational groups or by covert agents with the possible intention to influence an audience, there are three key criteria that distinguish terrorism from other acts of violence, first the act has to be politically motivated, second is that the act is directed against non-combatants and thirdly that a subnational group or covert agents commit terrorist attack (Ruby, 2002, pp.10-11). 
The quote describes that for the US to define an act of violence as a terror attack it has to be done by a political motivated group against civilians. By this definition, an attack against a military target would not constitute as a terror attack.
In 2002 the European Union (EU) introduced a new framework on combatting terrorism. A part of this framework was to have a common definition of terrorism, the EU definition does not differentiate from international terror acts against national ones (Dumitriu, 2004). 
The UK’s definition comes from the Terrorism Act of 2000, it defines terrorism as either the use or threat of one or more of the actions that are designed to influence the government or to intimidate the public, the use or threat must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause (CPS, 2017, No Page Number). 
For the purpose of this dissertation the definition of terrorism that will be used is the UKs, as it is noticeably clear on what it believes defines a terror attack and the majority of counterterrorism operations that will be discussed in this dissertation will be in the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc111211045][bookmark: _Toc120116988]2.2.2 Definition of Counterterrorism
The definition for counter terrorism is given by Counter Terrorism Policing (2022, No Page Number) as “to help protect the public and national security by preventing, investigating and deterring terror activity”, they try to accomplish this through their use of collaboration with police in the UK and intelligence services in the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc111211046][bookmark: _Toc120116989]2.2.3 Definition of Operations
The definition of an operation is given by Collins (2022) dictionary as a highly organised activity that involves a group of people doing different things. The US code Title 10 and 1126 say that a military operation involves members of the armed forces assisting US supported governments in sponsored training of a foreign military personnel (Cornell Law School, 1992).
[bookmark: _Toc111211047][bookmark: _Toc120116990]2.3 Security Services
[bookmark: _Toc111211048][bookmark: _Toc120116991]2.3.1 Police
Amidst the increase of terrorism attacks in the UK, the government believed that the counter terrorist police units in the UK should have standardized training and equipment (Smith, 2019). It was decided by the authorities that the 2012 London Olympics would be the perfect opportunity to introduce those changes. The idea according to Smith (2019) was to create a large firearms specialist teams that could be moved by vehicle to any of the sites that were being used by the Olympics or anywhere else in the UK where a terror attack was in progress or was imminent.
The UK’s strategy for counterterrorism, in the opinion of Bryant and Bryant (2020) heavily depends on the intelligence community. They suggest that intelligence is important because without it much of the police’s time would be ill-directed and fruitless. The view of Brown (2014) is that one of the ways that the police can prevent terrorism is by permanently being involved in immigration control.
[bookmark: _Toc111211049][bookmark: _Toc120116992]2.3.2Intelligence community
[bookmark: _Toc111211050]2.3.2.1 MI5
The organisation that became MI5 was first formed prior to World War One, their role was to apprehend German spies (MI5, 2022). MI5 started being involved in counterterrorism after end of World War Two when terror groups who believed in a free Jewish state attacked British authorities in the hope that they could influence the government not just to grant independence but with their ideas on how the new country should be governed (Andrew, 2012). However, Andrew (2012) states that counterterrorism would become a key role near the end of the Cold War and especially after the 9/11 attack. 
There is a discussion regarding what is the difference between a freedom fighter and a terrorist, Ganor (2013) believes that the difference is that a freedom fighter is someone who has the right to use violence against an occupying state however, he believes that a terrorist is someone who deliberately uses violence against civilian targets. Ganor (2013) believes that a state’s action can also be classed as terrorism, but the difference is that it was the international community who have described terrorism as a crime and that there should be a separate discussion around state involvement in terrorism. This is in contrast to the views of Chomsky who believes that the biggest terror organisation in the world is the US, especially because of their use of drones to assassinate targets (Kumar, 2015) (For further explanation see Appendix A). 
Since 2017, MI5 have prevented thirty-one late-stage terror attacks from happening (Turner, 2021), most of these plots had been from Islamic extremist but there has been a growing threat from Christian white nationalist right wing terror groups. In a different article by Corera (2022), the head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) says that finding intelligence to stop terror attacks because lone actors increasingly do attacks. The FBI director also believe that it was important that his organisation work with other intelligence agencies like MI5, he believe it is important because they would be able to make connections in the hopes of preventing a terror attack.
[bookmark: _Toc111211051]2.3.2.2 GCHQ
The core role of Government Communications Headquarters more commonly known as GCHQ as stated by Hopkins et al (2013) is to get intelligence of intercepted communications, GCHQ (2022) state themselves that their role is to protect the UK through the use of technology to identify and then disrupt those threats. Some of their mission areas are counterterrorism, cyber security and organised crime.
However, according to Hopkins et al (2013) the methods used by GCHQ to gather their intelligence may not be legal or ethical. One ethical issue being debated is the access GCHQ has to millions of emails and private conversations.
[bookmark: _Toc111211052][bookmark: _Toc120116993]2.3.3 Military
The Army is another institution which has historically and contemporarily taken part in counter-terrorism in the UK, with the Army (2022) website saying that they would support the Police following a terror attack. The Army’s primary counterterrorism unit is the Special Air Service or more commonly known as the SAS (Elite UK Forces, 2022), who were tasked by the UK government to set up a counterterrorist team after the disaster that happened at the Munich Olympics that would become known as the Special Projects Team. The regiment also expanded on its Counter Revolutionary Warfare Wing that was designed to look for new methods to fight terror threats (Ryan, 2019). The Special Boat Service (SBS) also have a dedicated counterterrorism team, which is primarily used for maritime counterterrorism operations such as hostage rescue operations on ships and oil rigs.
There has been training between the Army and the Police, this operation was called Exercise Octacine and involved eighty soldiers of The Rifles Regiment and police officers from Thames Valley and Hampshire constabularies. The purpose of this exercise was to learn from each organisation on best practice and how each organisation approaches a task, it also develops interoperability (Army, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc111211053][bookmark: _Toc120116994]2.4 Theories on Counterterrorism
[bookmark: _Toc111211054][bookmark: _Toc120116995]2.4.1 Social and Political 
For a counterterrorism strategy to be effective, Ramraj (2006) believes that the short-term goals and coercive strategies, toward social and political strategies that are intended to address the alienation of minorities in that community. Ramraj (2006) suggested that this strategy could be seen in Northern Ireland where he first says that the military had to be sent into the country due to the increase of violence in the country, but this could have a detriment of causing more tension due to the involvement not being equal, the Belfast agreement in 1997. Ramraj (2006) believe this was when the transition from short term goals to combatting terrorism to fixing the underlying issues for minorities in Northern Ireland.
[bookmark: _Toc111211055][bookmark: _Toc120116996]2.4.2 Countering Global Extremism
Smart (2013) says that a one size that fits all approach is not effective and he believes that it is certain to fail. He mentions countries different approaches on counterterrorism, the US’s approach is targeted pressure on terrorist groups, the core of this strategy is to do precision strikes and raids rather than be involved in large wars, Smart (2013) further adds that American leadership felt that Al-Qaeda’s leadership had been decimated not due to the wars in Iraq or Afghanistan but the unyielding pressure from operations to kill the group’s leaders one by one. He adds that the method being used are precision airstrikes from drones, raids by special forces and training local forces to pursue terrorists.
In the UK the strategy being used by the government is PREVENT, the purpose of this strategy is to build a community that is cohesive which will become resistant to radicalisation, this strategy comes from the realisation by the UK that even though the fighting of Al-Qaeda manly happens abroad but the radicalisation of people in the UK happen because they are vulnerable or disenchanted that need the most assistance (Smart, 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc111211056][bookmark: _Toc120116997]2.4.3 Different Options of Counterterrorism
There are many different options for when combating counterterrorism according to Sheldon (2012), these are:
The first that Sheldon (2012) mentions is the use of force response, this he believes is a drastic step but is sometimes necessary step to eliminate a terror threat. The methods that he describes are Suppression campaigns that target the terror group, its bases and its support mechanisms. The Second and Third are Pre-emptive strikes and Punitive strikes, Pre-emptive strikes is a method that is used before a terror attack has happened and Punitive strikes is a retaliatory method when a terror attack has happened. The last method of use of force is Covert Operations, this method utilises the use of special forces to infiltrate, disrupt and destroy a terror group. 
The second group of options that Sheldon (2012) refers to are ones that do not require force but improve security this method is to make a target for a terror attack harder to be attacked. Another method would be the use of Economic Sanctions. This to put restrictions trade and finances however, Sheldon (2012) does note that there are limitations to this method, one could be that states that are involved in a coalition may not always stay together and another possibility could be that the people of a state could suffer more than the regime itself.
The last set of options that Sheldon (2012) mention are the legalistic options. These are options that are concerned about are the use of law enforcement agencies, such as the police and then process them through the criminal justice system. The method that Sheldon (2012) describes is that of law enforcement. He mentions that the police have a challenge when involved in counterterrorism because they have to work within the rule of law, be aware of human rights issues and they also have to ensure the safety of the public as well.
[bookmark: _Toc111211060][bookmark: _Toc120116998]2.5 Operations
[bookmark: _Toc111211061][bookmark: _Toc120116999]2.5.1 Munich
A major event in counterterrorism was the Munich Olympics terror attack in 1972. The attack started on 5th September which was the 10th day of the games. The terrorist came from the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) and their attack was aimed at the Israeli compound of the Olympic village (Large, 2012). Reeve (2011) describes how the terrorist gained entry to the village. He says that previously one of the terrorists had observed from previous nights of how athletes who had gone out drinking got back into the village. They also noticed that at one of the gates the security was lax. In total eleven of the Israelis and four of the five terrorists were also killed as reported by Goshko (1972), two of the Israelis were killed inside the Olympic village.
The majority of deaths that Goshko (1972) reports actually died during the operation to rescue the hostages. Reeve (2011) describes the operation of rescuing the hostages as a textbook demonstration of what not to do in a counterterrorism operation. The plan from the German authorities was to have two ambushes. One ambush would happen at the plane the terrorist had asked for and the other one was to happen by sharpshooters whose targets was the other group of terrorists that stay back to guard the hostages.
The plan started to fail when the group of police officers on the plane were able to disguise themselves as the plane’s stewards, the police on the plane felt that their ambush would become fatal on their part as the plane had been filled with fuel when it should not have, they decided to abort their part of the plan (Reeve, 2011). The second part of the plan was also having problems, one being that there were not enough snipers and that they did not have the correct weapons to pull of such a plan. When the two terrorists came back from inspecting the plane they shouted to their comrades that it was a trap. At this point the police officer in charge ordered the snipers to fire however, he could only relay this order to two of the snipers due to not having enough radios (Reeve, 2011).
The description that Reeve (2011) gives is that when the snipers opened fire they did not kill the two terrorist, this caused the terrorist to fire back. The result was that all of the Israeli hostages would be killed during the gunfight between the German police and the terrorists. German police officers before the operation were sceptical of their chances of success in the rescue operation, with one believing that plan could cause fatalities for both hostages as well as the police officer themselves (Large, 2012).
The result of the failed operation was the catalyst for nations to set up dedicated counterterrorism units. As Ryan (2019) suggests, it was Munich that led to the creation of the SAS Special Project team. Finnane (2015) suggests that the Munich disaster was a major event for the Australian government. It is suggested by Klein (2007) the Israeli’s plan was to hunt down anyone who was a part of the terror attack or affiliated to the PLO and kill them.
[bookmark: _Toc111211062][bookmark: _Toc120117000]2.5.2 Iranian Embassy Siege
One of the most iconic counter terrorism operations not just in the UK but in the world, was the Iranian Embassy Siege in 1980. The incident started when six terrorist walked into the Iranian embassy with weapons, there goal was to have a separatist Arab state in one of Iran provinces (Forces, 2020). The task of rescuing the hostages was given to the SAS as stated by Forces (2020), this is a source that reports about the military that gives an insight in the work of the military. When authorisation to carry out the assault was given both Phillips (2016) and Fremont-Barnes (2012) state that the SAS were split into two teams, Blue and Red. 
The Red team was tasked with securing the second, third and fourth floors of the building, while the Blue team was tasked with securing the basement, ground floor and the first floor (Phillips, 2016). The outcome of the assault was that only one of the six terrorist was captured alive, the others being killed by the SAS (Forces, 2020).
In the opinion of Fremont-Barnes (2012) the reason the operation would be successful is because there was no interference from government, an example would be the Home Secretary not interfering with the execution of the assault and also the Prime Minister not being involved in the meetings and having delegated authority to the Home Secretary William Whitelaw. Another reason given by Fremont-Barnes (2012) to why the operation was a success was that both civil and military authorities remained on a good footing with both respecting the different levels of the chain of the command and those involved in the operation allowed to carry out their individual task without interference. Fremont-Barnes (2012) can support this opinion by referencing Peter de la Bellière, a former general who was the director of the SAS at the time of the siege saying that Whitelaw handled the meetings with calm, incisive authority and that he would let people have a say but always brought the discussion to an end with a clear decision with nothing left in the air (For further reading see Appendix B).
[bookmark: _Toc111211063][bookmark: _Toc120117001]2.5.3 Northern Ireland
The Troubles in Northern Ireland has its roots in the make-up of the country, on one side there is the Protestant whose heritage dates back to the migration of English and Scottish to Ireland, on the other side is the Catholic whose heritage dates back to the natural Irish before the migration. McKittrick and McVea (2002) state that the Protestants make up about two-thirds of the population and that the vast majority are Unionists, which means they favoured their existing relationship with the UK and also they see themselves as more British than Irish. On the other hand, the second major element of the population is the one-third Catholics population, the majority of the population have Republican values and believe that all of Ireland should be independent from the UK. They also see themselves as Irish more than British (McKittrick and McVea, 2002).
The violence of the Troubles can be traced back to 1969 when a Catholic parade that turned into a series of pitched battles with protestants and the Royal Union Constabulary, the now Northern Ireland Police Force (McKittrick and McVea, 2002), It was after this apparent loss of control that leaders in Northern Ireland decided it need soldiers from the British Army to regain control. It was not until 1976 that the first element of the SAS started its deployment in Northern Ireland (Urban, 2012).
One of the main groups that was a part of the Troubles was Irish Republican Army more commonly known as the IRA. The IRA can be traced back to the 1920’s in the fight against the UK for the independence of what would become Ireland (Dingley, 2012). However, by the end of the 1960’s the IRA were focusing more on civil rights that were previously mentioned by Ramraj (2006) and less on violence, which would change (Dingley, 2012). The IRA would splinter in the 1970’s with the creation of the Provisional IRA (PIRA) (Dingley, 2012). 
The attempted assassination of the then British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher illustrates the danger posed by the PIRA. While she was attending a party conference at the Brighton Grand Hotel in 1984. Luckily at the time of the explosion the Prime Minister was not there (Hughes, 2014). According to the NHS (2022) five people were killed in the explosion. Ryan (2019) states that the SAS did not have a shoot to kill policy as believed. He says that a SAS soldier would only open fire if he was under the belief that his or his colleagues’ lives were in danger.
The policy of the SAS having a shoot to kill policy may not be incorrect in the belief of Gilson (2014), who references the Death on the Rock mission. This was a mission where the SAS killed three IRA members in Gibraltar. Intelligence had discovered that the IRA had planned to plant a bomb at the Army parade ground in Gibraltar where regular parades are held (Elstein, 2009). The killings had called a stir in both Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK because people were unsure if the killings were legal. Also, Elstein (2009) who approved the showing of the documentary Death on the Rock, believes that the SAS was sent to Gibraltar to kill the IRA members and not to arrest, as official government statements suggest.
[bookmark: _Toc111211064][bookmark: _Toc120117002]2.5.4 Operation Neptune Spear
The operation that would support the US argument that Smart (2013) made earlier in the chapter, which was that the US wanted to do targeted operations with Special Forces this would be the bin Laden raid. Osama bin Laden was the leader of Al-Qaeda and had been the mastermind behind the 9/11 terror attack (Bowden, 2012). The task of killing bin Laden was given to SEAL Team 6. They were given the task Bowden (2012) says, because the unit that was supposed to do this type of mission were not available at that time due to a structure where it was required to do missions in Iraq and the SEALs were tasked to do missions in Afghanistan however, the SEALs had done missions similar to the bin Laden raid before and especially in the area where the operation was going to going to take place.
The main issue for this mission was that bin Laden was not where the US intelligence services belief was that he was living on the border of Afghanistan and Pakistan, but he was actually living in a compound in Abbottabad within Pakistan, a place known as the West Point of the country (Wallace, 2012). Both Govern (2012), and Wallace (2012) agree that the US felt that the Pakistani government were not capable to do something about apprehending bin Laden, there were also opinions that elements of the Pakistani government and intelligence services were helping bin Laden (Calabresi, 2011). Some people doubt the validity of if the raid was legal, Wallace (2012) says that the US (under international law) was allowed to pursue its right of self-defence in another country, especially if that country is unwilling or unable to deal with the threat themselves.
Initially when the potential location of bin Laden was discovered the idea of a raid was one of a multiple of choices put towards the US President Barrack Obama. Another option that was discussed was using a drone strike. The reasoning of why the SEALs was chosen because both the US government and intelligence services were unsure if bin Laden were absolutely present at the compound, SEALs would be able to enter the compound and investigate while also being able to leave unnoticed especially if bin Laden were not present at the compound (Bowden, 2012). 
Rob O’Neil, a SEAL who was on the raid and is credited with the killing of bin Laden, he says that initially they believed they were heading to Libya but then immediately realised that the mission being discussed was to kill bin Laden when the commander told the SEALs who was going to be at the briefing, he also says that the SEALs felt it was certain suicide mission but was worth it if they could kill bin Laden (O’Neil, 2022). The raid did not go to plan as one of the helicopters transporting the SEALs crashed (Bowden, 2012). However, O’Neil (2022) says that they had prepared if a such scenario were to happen, but he was actually not aware that a helicopter had crashed until another SEAL who was on that helicopter told him.
O’Neil describes that the way the SEALs went through the house it just happened that he would be the second person on the third floor where it was discovered that bin Laden happen to be, O’Neil (2022) states that he saw a figure carrying a weapon, he then opened fire and with those shots killed bin Laden. Govern (2012) states that aside bin Laden being killed so to was one of bin Laden sons and a courier from Kuwait and one of the wives of the occupants of the building. Intel from the building was taken, photos of bin Laden’s body were taken to verify that it was him and his body would eventually be buried at sea (O’Neil, 2022 and Govern, 2012).
The result of the raid was the breakup of the Al Qaeda network, Barber (2015) explains that one of the core strength of Al Qaeda was that there was an aura around the leadership and with the death bin Laden that aura was lost. She states that there was a feeling that the network was inactive while it tries to fill the void left behind with the death of bin Laden. It was around this time Barber (2015) states that the first negative tie between the Al Qaeda core and one of its affiliates was created, that affiliate would be Islamic State.
[bookmark: _Toc111211065][bookmark: _Toc120117003]2.5.5 Paris Attack
A recent shocking moment in terms terror attacks that happened in Europe is the November 2015 terror attacks in Paris. Cragin (2017) explains that the first incident that happened was a suicide bomb being detonated at the Stade de France while a football match was happening, this incident killed one passer-by. Five minutes later shooters from a black car opened fire at a bar and then at a restaurant killing fifteen people, 11 minutes later the shooters opened fire at another café that killed five more people and a suicide bomber injured several other people at different café. Lastly Cragin (2017) says that three shooters then held hostages at the Bataclan Concert Hall, the shooters killed eighty-nine people and injuring more, one of the shooters was killed by French police officers and the other two died when they set off their suicide bombers.
Counterterrorism noticeably changed after the events of the attack in Paris in 2015, the immediate aftermath the UK’s response was an increase of strength of security forces. Syal (2015) mentions that when Home Secretary Theresa May was asked on the Andrew Marr Show that were there were rumours soldiers linked to the SAS were on the streets, May replied to the question that there were arrangements between the Police and the Military when support is needed. 
The potential idea of soldiers being on the streets of UK cities and towns is not that unreasonable, as the ITV (2017) reported that soldiers were on the streets of London after the terror threat was raised. These soldiers were tasked with aiding the guarding of key locations such as Buckingham Palace and Downing Street.
[bookmark: _Toc111211066][bookmark: _Toc120117004]2.5.6 Manchester Arena Bombing
In May 2017, Salman Abedi detonated an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) at the Manchester Arena that resulted in the deaths of twenty-three people (Craigie et al, 2018). This made it one of the deadliest terror attack since the London bombing in 2005. The attack happened after an Ariana Grande concert at the arena. Of the twenty-three people killed twenty of them would die at the scene the further three would pass away shortly arriving at the scene (Craigie et al, 2018).
The Kerslake Report (2018) states that within 10 minutes of the initial call, four-Armed Response Vehicles from Greater Manchester Police had arrived at the scene and in another 13 minutes that total had risen to seven, this means that there had been 14 Firearms Specialist Officers. After an hour, the total number of Firearms Specialist Officers would be 106. These specialist officers are trained and equipped to either search and stop the terrorist or provide a cordon of security for the other responders, at the arena the specialist officers were also helping victims of the bombing (Kerslake Report, 2018). 
The 10 minutes that it took for the Armed Officers to arrive was the correct amount of time, this can be supported by what Dodd (2015) said that it should not take longer than 15 minutes for Armed Officers to arrive. He further supports this by explaining that Police chiefs believe that the most casualties are most likely to occur in the first hour or two. Dodd’s (2015) opinion on the response time it should take for Armed Officers is supported by Devon and Cornwall Police Force (2022), they further clarify that it should take 15 minutes in an urban area and 20 minutes in rural locations. However, they do suggest that it can be much quicker as it is dependent on where the nearest police resource is at the time of the call.
Since the Manchester Arena bombing, the UK Government (2020) created response levels for buildings based on the threat level. A couple of examples is that if the threat level is the maximum level of critical, which means that an attack is likely in the near future than a building like the Manchester Arena would have to take measures that meet specific threats that minimise risk and vulnerability. If the treat is low than a building would be at its normal response, which means that the building will operate routinely with low and moderate measures that is the appropriate to the business concerned.
Local Authorities in Manchester decided to utilise the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 (CCA), this act allows the use of military in a range of tasks (Bowley et al, 2018). In response of the bombing the military provided the use of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham. This is because the hospital is used to dealing with injuries stemming from conflict especially those injured in explosions. This experience was vital in the help of treating the 159 people that had been wounded in the incident (Bowley et al, 2018). The military in addition to the medical aid also provided soldiers to supplement Armed Police Officers who were engaged in protective security duties around the country, however this type of resource was not needed in the city of Manchester due to the sufficient aid already given by the military (Kerslake Report, 2018).
Even though the Police and Ambulance were applauded for their response to the incident this was not the case for the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service (GMFRS) did not send a single firefighter to the scene for more than two hours after the initial explosion (Gardham, 2021). The reason that was given to the Kerslake Report (2018) was that there was a lack of communication between the different responders. This was compounded by the fact the GMFRS believed that there was a marauding shooter akin to the Paris Attacks, even though this had already been proven wrong by the Police during the event. The brother of the suicide bomber was discovered to be heavily involved in the attack and was given a life sentence (Dearden, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc111211067][bookmark: _Toc120117005]2.6 Chapter Conclusion
This chapter has identified that countries have their own definitions of what exactly is terrorism. It has also been able to identify who is involved in counterterrorism within the UK from the police, intelligence community and from the military. This has shown that their lessons to be learned from all counterterrorism operations, like the Munich Olympics which clarified for many Western Governments the need for dedicated counterterrorism units, either in the Police or in the military. Recent terror events have included the military in other roles such as after Manchester Arena bombing when the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, which lent its experience of treating people with injuries from the result of explosions. Soldiers have also been tasked with aiding the Police in securing key locations in the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc120117006]Chapter 3 – Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc112428421][bookmark: _Toc120117007]3.1 Chapter Introduction
This chapter of the dissertation will achieve the objective of producing a methodology that will help gather data on why the UK has been successful in counterterrorism and a discussion on notable operations. In the opinion of Mukherjee (2019), he personally defines research as a way to pursue new knowledge or new knowledge in existing work or it can both, Kothari (2004) believes that the definition of research can be defined as a scientific search for information on a certain topic. This methodology will be produced in keeping with the philosophy put forward by Bhattacharyya (2009).
The objective will be completed with the help of the research onion that has been developed by Saunders et al (2016). This chapter will also outline the validity, reliability, any limitations and ethical issues that the research could face.
[bookmark: _Toc112428422][bookmark: _Toc120117008]3.2 Research Onion
As mentioned above there are no common definition of research, Saunders et al (2016) believes that research is the precise way of discovering new or supporting knowledge on a particular topic or in an area of study. Kothari (2004) supports their definition.
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Figure 4.1: The Research Onion (Saunders et al, 2016)
The research onion developed by Saunders et al (2016) will guide the chapter in developing a research method. The research onion will also help to provide an understanding in the importance of research and in how it should be conducted.
[bookmark: _Toc112428423][bookmark: _Toc120117009]3.2.1 Philosophy
The best philosophy to be used in this dissertation will be interpretivism, this is because this philosophy allows for a subjectivist perspective. This philosophy allows for the fact that people will have different experiences and opinions (Saunders et al, 2016). One of the methods that is used for this research is qualitative with Schensul (2011) saying that this method places more of emphasis on the study and Kothari (2004) further adds that qualitative research intents to discover the underlying motives in research.
For this dissertation there will be the use of case studies and interviews, the reasoning for using case studies is that information gathered through books and journals allows for analysing large parts of data through sources already verified and with different opinions on a topic. Interviews have been chosen because they would allow a researcher to gather first-hand experience on a counter terrorism operation, the use of an interview could either support or contradict information that was gathered by the case study. This would not be possible to do for example with a study as there might not be enough people who have experience of being a counter terrorism operation, whereas with an interview would be easier to identify and chose those people with experience.
[bookmark: _Toc112428424][bookmark: _Toc120117010]3.2.2 Strategy
A case study is a useful way of doing research because it allows for the use mixed methods of research design, a muti-method research for example allows for uses of more than one quantitative or qualitative method but does not mix the two (Saunders et al, 2016). However, case study research can be challenging as stated mentioned by Saunders et al (2016) because of the need to identify sources of information that is credible but also beneficial to the research.
The type of interview that will be used for this research will be semi structured, this would allow for the use of both open and closed questions (Bryman, 2012). An interview can gather valid and reliable data that is relevant to the research question, it can also help to refine research question and objectives that have not been fully developed before the interview. However, Saunders et al (2016) also notes that the interviewer has to establish rapport and also be able to ask concise and unambiguous questions in which the person being interviewed is willing to respond to and also listen attentively.
[bookmark: _Toc120117011]3.2.3 Reasoning
The research will use a mono method qualitative data analysis, the reasoning behind this choice is explained by Saunders et al (2016) who says that qualitative is a non-statistical method of data analysis, Molina-Azorin and Cameron (2010) add that a monomethod study only uses one type of method, a qualitative method focuses on analysing data from text.
The reason for choosing to use qualitative data is because it will allow the researcher to gather reliable data from trustworthy and credible information, another benefit especially in the interviews it will allow access for the interviewee to give their experience regarding the operation that they were involved in (Bryman, 2012). But this can also be a critique of qualitative research as noted by Bryman (2012) in that the researcher would prior have to check that the information is credible and trustworthy. Another critique that he gives is that qualitative research could be too subjective, and the data may not be able to be recreated.
[bookmark: _Toc112428426][bookmark: _Toc120117012]3.2.4 Time Horizon
For the purposes of this research, the dissertation will use a cross sectional study of research this is because a cross sectional study aims to describe rather than measure (Simkus, 2021). Cherry (2019) also explains that it gives flexibility for those who take part in the study, this is terms of timing of the interview and where it will take place. She also identifies the advantages of cross-sectional study are that it allows a researcher to collect a considerable deal of information quickly and it is also inexpensive to do so. On the other hand, Cherry (2019) notes that the disadvantage of cross sectional are that there is potential for bias.
[bookmark: _Toc112428427][bookmark: _Toc120117013]3.3 Data Collection, Process and Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc112428428][bookmark: _Toc120117014]3.3.1 Data Collection
There are two main types of data collection, the first is primary which is a collection of materials that can serve as an inspiration and is used to help support the researcher’s writing (Gaillet and Eble, 2015). Primary research for this dissertation will be collected through the use of interviews, the advantage of a semi-structured interview in the opinion of Bryman (2012) because it encourages a conversation between the researcher and the participant. Some of the advantages of interviews according to Prasanna (2022) are that they are a great source of information, as they allow a researcher to experience what the interviewee has been through. However, Prasanna (2022) also notes the disadvantages of interviews are that it could be hard to verify any information given by the interviewee. Another disadvantage given by Thompson (2016) is that the interview could cause harm for the interviewee, but this can depend on the topic being discussed.
[bookmark: _Toc112428429][bookmark: _Toc120117015]3.3.2 Design
The style of interview that will be used in this dissertation will take the form of a semi structured interview. This type of schedule according to Winwood (2019) is more of a guide that allows the interviewer to ask a secondary question or a follow up question that can clarify a point or to provide elaboration. 
The base questions that will be used during the interview and the reasoning behind those questions will be explained in the table below:
	Questions
	Relation to Chapter 2

	Q1. What was your previous job?

Q2. What was your role in that job?

Q3. How long did you serve in that job?

Q4. What Counter-terrorism operations have you been involved in?

Q5. What was the aim of the operation that you were involved in?

	These questions will be asked to get a background on their careers.

	Q6. How was that going to be achieved?

Q7. Do you believe that you were successful in that operation?

Q8. If not, what changes do you believe could have happen to change that opinion?


	These questions will be asked to get an understanding what counterterrorism operations they were involved in, if they feel they were successful and how they would change it for it to be successful. 

	Questions that will be asked during the interview.
	These will be asked during the interview based on anything the participant says or if there is something that may need more clarification on.


[bookmark: _Toc112428430][bookmark: _Toc120117016]3.3.3 Pilot Study
The intention of doing a pilot study is to ensure that the questions are easy for a participant to understand, it could also allow a participant to provide feedback that can improve the research method (Malmqvist et al, 2019). Before the main interviews, a test interview was completed. This interview allowed the researcher to gain experience in this method of research and also work out what questions work.
[bookmark: _Toc112428431][bookmark: _Toc120117017]3.3.4 Analysis
The data collected from the interview will be analysed to determine if their knowledge is able to support the question that the UK has been successful in countering terrorism, the analysation of the data will be done by analysing the answers given by the interviewees and then comparing their experiences of counter terrorism operations. Any added information will then be provided through the use of case studies.
[bookmark: _Toc112428432][bookmark: _Toc120117018]3.4 Sample
The size of the sample for collecting research in the opinion of Faber and Fonesca (2014) should not be too big or too small. They say that both have limitations that may have an impact on the conclusion that can be draw from the research study. A too large of a sample size would increase the chance of any discrepancies, a too small sample size would make the finding a conclusion harder to be established (Faber and Fonesca, 2014). 
The sample size for the interviews will be from 3, one of the interviewee’s was former counter terrorism police officer. The second interviewee is a former solider that had served in Northern Ireland during the Troubles and the third interviewee was a former police officer and councillor in the prison services. The first two interviewees were chosen because of their experiences in being in counter terrorism operations, the third was chosen so that a there was a perspective on terrorism from someone who did not serve in counter terrorism role.
[bookmark: _Toc112428433][bookmark: _Toc120117019]3.5 Reliability and Validity
When a researcher is assessing the reliability of a study’s findings they have to make an assessment on the integrity of the research in terms of the appropriate method of research used (Noble and Smith, 2015). They define reliability as the consistency of analytical procedures and research method biases that potentially have an influence on the findings. Their definition of validity is that it is the precision of how the findings reflect the data.
Qualitative types of research Noble and Smith (2015) say are often criticised because they could lack scientific rigour, lack of transparency and researcher’s bias could also be involved, it should also be noted that this bias can also be found in statistical research. To make an interview reliable the participant should have credibility and the data obtained from the interview should be able to be confirmed from other source of research (McDougall, 2000). The concept validity in research in the opinion of McDougall (2000) are important to any discussion about scientific rigour, she also believes that findings and any conclusions of studies that are based on interviews could be shown to the participants and then have a discussion with those participants to see if that conclusion is true to them.
The benefit of using unstructured interviews are that they do have an increase in validity according to McLeod (2014). He says that this type of interview allows for the interviewer to have the opportunity to ask for clarification on something said by the participant.
[bookmark: _Toc112428434][bookmark: _Toc120117020]3.6 Limitations
The limitations of doing a research study solely based on qualitative research are mentioned by Noble and Smith (2015), these are that it can lack transparency. McLeod (2014) gives other potential limitations of an unstructured interviews are they could be time consuming and that it may be difficult to build a rapport with the participants. McDougall (2000) also suggested this. 
To avoid this potential issue the interviews will be in an unstructured method, this will allow the researcher to have some basic questions, but it also allow for the researcher ask additional questions based on what the participant are saying during the interview, this type of structure will also allow the data to be qualitative and will give the interviewer an understanding of the reasoning why the certain things may have happened and their own personal opinions on the situation.
The limitations of the research are potentially that in the interviewee may only give short answers while answering a question, this would make the research difficult because it would be hard to make a comparison with the data from the interviews. The limitation of the small sample size is that there may not be adequate amount of data to make a comparison. Another issue in the interviews could be the choice of the interviewees, this issue is that one of the interviewees has no experience of being involved in counter terrorism operations. The other limitation regarding the interviewees is that the two who do have experience of counter terrorism operations have different experiences in two different eras, one was involved in an operation in the 1970s and the other’s experiences was in the 2000s.
A limitation could also be that the research is solely based on qualitative data, this uses data that has is gathered through text or from the voice of the interviewees. This means that the data collected cannot be as easily shown like it can when using quantitative data research like a survey. This can be a limitation because it means that the data cannot be easily recreated, it also means that a comparison cannot be made from the interviewees and the general public.
[bookmark: _Toc112428435][bookmark: _Toc120117021]3.7 Ethical Considerations
When doing any kind of research, a researcher will have to take care of any ethical considerations. Yip et al (2016) state that this is when a participant could become emotionally or psychologically distress while participating in the research. They also say that any research should be done by the standard set out by Good Clinical Practice (GCP) and local regulatory policy. GCP is described by Cingi and Muluk (2016) as an international ethical and scientific standard for conducting and recording research that involves the participation of people.
The research project will be conducted in line with the University of Wales Trinity Sanit David (UWTSD) ethical standards. Approval for the research has been granted by the researcher’s supervisor. This was achieved through the use of an ethics approval form. Participants for the interviews will be over the age of 18 and their participation is voluntary. Any data collected through the interviews will be stored on one device that has a strong password protection. This will be done to ensure that there is no misuse. 
The researcher is aware that the participants in the interview could become uncomfortable. This is possible they are not sure what they are disclosing is information that can be spoken about, or it brings up bad memories. To potentially counter this issue the participant will be reminded that their participation is voluntary, and they will be given an opportunity to have a break if they wish.
[bookmark: _Toc112428436][bookmark: _Toc120117022]3.8 Chapter Summary
This chapter has achieved the objective set out in the chapter introduction, this was to produce a methodology that will help gather on if the UK has been successful in counter terrorism and why they have been successful. The chapter has also established the research method that will be used for the research project and has managed to justify the reasoning behind the choice that the researcher has made.
This chapter has described and justified its choice of interpretivist analysis and interviewing as a method of data collection. The sample size and sampling frame have both been explored to ensure that the research conducted is appropriate for this research. The chapter has also explored potential ethical considerations and how these issues can be remedied.
The next chapter will analyse and discuss the data that has been collected from the interviews and case studies.
[bookmark: _Toc120117023]Chapter 4 – Data Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc115441893][bookmark: _Toc120117024]4.1 Introduction
In the preceding chapter the dissertation identified how the data for the research was going to be achieved, this chapter will analyse the data that has been collected during the interviews and from the case studies, with this the dissertation will hope to achieve the objective that was to analyse the data collected on counter terrorism. Through this data the researcher hopes to understand why the UK has been effective in its operations to deter terrorism before it happens or while a terror attack is happening.
The case studies will analyse what were both the short- and long-term effects of a counter terrorism operation and the interviews will look at specific events that the interviewee has personally been involved in.
[bookmark: _Toc120117025][bookmark: _Toc115441917]4.2 Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc120117026]4.2.1 Background of interviewees
Interviewee A spent a combined 30 years in multiple police forces in the UK, of which they spent 15 years in Counter Terrorism. When asked why they got involved in counter-terrorism policing, they said that initially they were a detective in the drug squad but heard of an incident that involved the killing of Dermot O’Neill by the police. This incident grabbed his attention, and the offer came up to be involved in a counter-terrorism operation that involved the IRA, they chose to do this as they thought they would get extra pay due to the overtime that would come with such an operation, they were initially only meant to be there a couple of weeks but ended up staying 8 months. The counterterrorism operation that Interviewee A was involved in was Operation Overt or more commonly known as the Liquid Bomb Plot, this was a plot where the terrorists were going to use improvised liquid explosives to bring down 10 passenger aircraft on their way to America (Zellen, 2013). 
Interviewee B was a former soldier who served with the Parachute Regiment, they would spend 14 years with the regiment. Their role within the regiment was that they were an infantryman, when asked why they decided to join the Army the answer was simply that they had personal issues with their father, this issue centred around getting a job at the time the interviewee was still in school and they wanted to finish whereas the farther wanted them to get a job when asked why they chose the Parachute Regiment, they said that there was no reason all they knew when they went to the recruiter they just wanted to join an infantry regiment, what intrigued them the Parachute Regiment was that he saw a picture on a wall of the regiment. 
The counter terrorism operation that interviewee B was involved in was Operation Banner in Northern Ireland, the soldiers were initially deployed to Northern Ireland in the hope of supporting the RUC (Sanders, 2021).
The third participant in the interviews will be known as Interviewee C, they were in a Welsh police force for 7 years. They would later retrain to become a councillor where they would work in a local prison for 2 to 3 years, their counselling was centred around substance misuse and also generic healthcare. There is inclusion in this was to see how other people involved in the Criminal Justice System (CJS) felt about counterterrorism. By their admission, they were personally never involved in personally in a counter terrorism operation, but they did give their feelings about terrorism. 
Even though interviewee C said they were not involved in a counter terror operation they do mention that while in the police force there was a Welsh group by the name of Meibion Glyndwr, this was a group that targeted and burned English-owned properties that could be seen as second homes, this was done as the group saw them as incomers ruining the Welsh rural way of life (Brooke, 2018). But in reality, the group did not achieve much as stated by Brooke (2018) instead of it decreasing it had the adverse effect of actually increasing the number of second homes owned by English people. If the use of Hoffman's (2006) definition of terrorism is that it is a use of coercive intimidation to further a political goal then Meibion Glyndwr could be counted as a terror group.
[bookmark: _Toc120117027]4.2.2 Were they aware of the term of counter terrorism?
In their time in the CJS, interviewee C claims that the term counter terrorism was not used but all knew about that type of threat and there was an awareness about it. In their other role in the CJS again they were aware of people but people within that service would not speak to them about counter terrorism. In their role as a counsellor if they become aware of a person’s involvement in terrorism then they would have a duty to pass that information to the relevant services, they say that terrorism had its own rules compared to other types of crime. This could fall under the Prevent strategy which has the aim to stop people from potentially becoming terrorist or supporting terrorism and is part of a wider strategy called CONTEST (Home Department, 2011).
Asked when they become aware of terrorism they said that they were aware before they joined the police because as a teenager they hear the news that was coming from Ireland, they also feel that terrorism they were more aware of it because of the proximity of where they live in Wales was close to Ireland. They give an example was their extra military around the town of Fishguard, a common port that links Wales and Ireland.
[bookmark: _Toc120117028]4.2.3 Do they believe that the military should be involved in counter terrorism operations?
One common question that was asked of all the participants involved did they that the military should be involved in counter terrorism, in this respect, both interviewees A and B agreed that it should only be in a limited capacity and only if it is necessary. Interviewee A supported their viewpoint by saying that the police itself has gotten more proficient in the use of firearms, especially since the Iranian Embassy siege. This viewpoint can be supported by Smith (2019) who as mentioned in the literature review chapter describes the role of the Police’s SFOs in counter terrorism operations. The interviewee further adds that around the time of the Iranian Embassy siege the police were less well-trained in the use of firearms. They even describe that firearms would be locked in a safe, and if an incident happens that requires a firearm then a constable would go to the police station and book out a firearm which they would then go and use.
Even though Interviewee B believes that only certain elements of the military should be involved. They also believe that during their time in Northern Ireland that the military was arrogant and heavy-handed in their approach, which they feel is something they would change from their experience. This viewpoint of the military can be supported by Dixon (2009) who spoke to a former commanding officer in Northern Ireland who said that because of the Army’s approach more people joined the IRA after they felt humiliated and outraged by those methods.
This view of the Army’s involvement in Northern Ireland having the adverse effect of recruiting more people to the IRA cause is also supported by Interviewee A. They say that initially the Army was sent into Northern Ireland to help protect the Catholic population, this view could be supported by Dixon (2009) who says that the British government’s aim in Northern Ireland was to win the hearts and minds of the population in Northern Ireland. However, Interviewee A in slight agreement with Interviewee B believe that sending in the army cost the government, eventually, they would agree with the sentiment of Dixon (2009) that more people joined the IRA. Interviewee A also believes that the government had to become more committed because if they withdraw the soldiers then it would look like a victory for the IRA.
Interviewee C in contrast to the other interviewees had a slightly different opinion about should the military be involved in counter terrorism by saying that they believe it would achieve the best outcome than it should be helpful, they mentioned that they have served with former members of the military in their various roles in the Criminal Justice System and they have always found them to be very disciplined. The interviewee also suggested that the military could form a part of a police department that is focused on counter terrorism.
[bookmark: _Toc120117029]4.2.4 What was the aim of the counter terrorism operation that the participants were involved in?
Interviewee B says that when they were sent to Northern Ireland in 1975, the operation aimed to support the local police. This account of their reasoning why they were sent to Northern Ireland would support the viewpoint of Sanders (2021) who reaffirms that the reason for the army being in Northern Ireland was to support the local police, this contradiction about why the Army was sent to Northern Ireland maybe because there was a sentiment that the local police was biased towards Catholics. This is supported by Interviewee B saying that they and other soldiers noticed that methods use by the police felt quite discriminatory. This viewpoint can be supported by Carling (1975) who says that the local police were political biased towards the protestant-loyalist cause, this is also supported by McKittrick (1997) who adds that within the local police force at least 30% of Catholics officers had faced religious discrimination by their fellow officers and Mullin (1999) adds that the local police were failing in trying to recruit more Catholics to the force. 
How the police and the army do their work in counter terrorism is different, during the Liquid Bomb plot Interviewee A says that their involvement in the operation was to gather evidence against the plotters after they had been arrested. When asked how this was going to be achieved, they replied that the obvious way was the taking of statements from witnesses and the plotters themselves. They would also use CCTV and the inquiring about the purchases of certain items such as peroxide, this the interviewee says was going to be used as the explosive.
[bookmark: _Toc120117030]4.2.5 How was the aim of the counter terrorism operation going to be achieved?
Interviewee A was involved in the forensic aspect of the operation, this was primarily to search the addresses that were linked to the plotters. One of the addresses that they searched was that of one of the main suspects in the plot. The interviewee replied yes when asked if they believe the operation was a success in accomplishing its aims, they base this belief on that all 8 people involved in the plot were convicted. The interviewee also gave evidence during the trial.
This is in contrast to the experiences of Interviewee B, as a soldier how they were going to achieve the aims of their operation would be through the use of observation points and checkpoints. They also say that they would also search houses that were linked to IRA personnel, interrogate those affiliated and also provide security. The purpose of these searches was to look for bomb-making equipment. When asked if they believe they completed the aims of the operation, they replied no to the question. They explain that although many things were achieved there were also many things missed. They also mention two operations that happened before they joined the army that they feel influenced what happened afterwards.
[bookmark: _Toc120117031]4.2.6 What would the participants change about the counter terrorism operation that they were involved in?
When interviewee B was asked if they were put in charge would they have sent the army into Northern Ireland, they said no. They elaborated on their answer by saying that if they did have to send the army into Northern Ireland then they have done it in a different way using methods that militaries around that time had developed then the outcome may have been different. 
When interviewee B was asked how they believe the operation could have been done differently, they say that for the operation to be a success there needed to be more intelligence. When asked about the military’s interaction with the local populace in line with what Dixon (2009) suggested was the government’s policy to win hearts and minds, they said it was important but again they refer back to the two previous operations that they feel caused distrust towards the military. The two operations they are referring to were Operations Demetrius and Curfew, Demetrius allowed British security services to arrest any individual who could potentially disturb the peace in the country but according to Mobley (2012) it was an absolute disaster mainly because the army apprehend more innocent people and only a few IRA members. 
Demetrius also failed in the opinion of Mobley (2012) because of poor intelligence and counterintelligence. One reason Mobley (2012) gives for the failure to apprehend more IRA members was because the army had already demonstrated to the IRA that a big operation was going to happen in the months before Demetrius by doing dry runs. Curfew or Falls Curfew was an operation that lasted 36 hours curfew and search to locate IRA members and weapon stockpiles, this operation according to Dugan (2011) resulted in four deaths and severely damaged several homes.
Interviewee B also suggests that the policy changed after 1976 when Lord Mountbatten was killed, they suggest after that event it was like the Catholic population had their rights removed. They also have the believe that there were certain elements in the military were making up their own rules as they went along during the operation.
The operation to apprehend all of the plotters in the Liquid Bomb plot may have been successful, but interviewee A did say that the one thing they would change when asked would be the timing of the arrests. They say that when the arrests happened it was done by the surveillance teams tasked with watching the plotters, this is highly unusual. The interviewee further explains that this was done to coordinate with events that were happening in Pakistan instigated by the Americans.
[bookmark: _Toc120117032]4.2.7 The difference in bomb making between the IRA and an Islamic Extremist Group
There is difference in how the bombs that the plotters in the Liquid Bomb plot and the bombs used by the IRA worked and were made, one way the IRA used their bombs was described by Owens (2021) where he says that the IRA would use a clothes peg to complete the circuit for the current and put a non-conductive material such as paper which is linked to a trip wire, this would remove the material and the circuit is complete which would detonate the bomb. He furthered added that they would use children to place the bomb, but they would get cold feet, to remedy this the IRA would write the kids name and their address as a reminder that the IRA knew who they were and where they live.
Whereas according to interviewee A, they describe how the plotters were going to create the bombs. The idea was to pour the liquid out of fizzy drinks and then pour in the liquid peroxide explosive and then use food colouring to disguise it so that it was like the actual drink, the plotters were then going to use a camera as a way of detonating the bombs. 
[bookmark: _Toc120117033]4.2.8 Was there any interaction between different security services
When both Interviewee A and B were asked what interaction between other services in the UK was there or with another country. Interviewee A said that when there is interaction with other countries it is usually to exchange information and evidence, the example they give was when they arrested people who were stealing money from credit cards and with that money they were funding terror activities. It was discovered that this information and some of the cards were in France, the interviewee was sent to France to help them in their investigation. Interviewee B said that a part of their role in Northern Ireland was to gather intelligence on the border of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. This information would in turn then be passed to their commanding officer which then be passed to the relevant service, this they said could be MI5, the police or special forces. 
[bookmark: _Toc120117034]4.2.9 Did they have sympathies towards the terrorists?
When interviewee C was asked if they sympathised with either cause during the Troubles in Northern Ireland, they responded that they did not sympathise with those causes. They do say that they did feel sad about the situation that was happening in the country at the time, but they were also scared especially when attacks were happening on the mainland in the UK. As previously mentioned by Hoffman (2006) the purpose of terrorism is to cause fear so that a government bend to the demands of a terror group. From there that statement about feeling scared, it suggests that the government's plan in Northern Ireland was not effective.
[bookmark: _Toc120117035]4.3 Chapter Summary
This chapter has completed the objective to analyse data collected from case studies and interviews. The case studies suggest that if a counter terrorism operation is planned correctly than it is most likely going to be a successful operation like as demonstrated in the Iranian Embassy Siege, whereas with Operation Banner if a counter terrorism operation is not planned correctly and the security services are perceived to be heavy handed in its approach than it will become harder for that operation to be successful and can actually help a terror group with recruitment. This was seen with the IRA as many people joined or helped the organisation because the British security services involvement was disproportionate in the use of its powers.
All the interviewees agreed that the military should be used in counter terrorism however they all agreed that that it should only be used if absolutely necessary. Two of the interviews demonstrated that it is important that the relevant services involved in a counter terrorism operation has good intelligence.
The next chapter will go into depth more about the findings discussed in this chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc120117036]Chapter 5 – Discussion
[bookmark: _Toc116587206][bookmark: _Toc120117037]5.1 Introduction
The purpose of this chapter is to achieve the objective of furthering the discussion about the findings found in the data analysis chapter and make recommendations. After discussing the findings of this chapter, it will than look at the limitations of the research that were identified during the research and what would be done differently.
This chapter will achieve the aim of evaluating the success of the UK in counter terrorism.
[bookmark: _Toc116587207][bookmark: _Toc120117038]5.2 Main Findings
The first discovery of this research was that there is no one definition of terrorism but multiple as each country has their own definition and their own views on what is terrorism, the most striking was that the UN’s definition of terrorism is not universally used by countries. An interesting finding discovered while doing the literature review was that the UK has multiple different organisations that would be involved in counter terrorism operations from the police, MI5 and to the military. Each of these organisations have diverse ways and rules in that they accomplish their tasks.
Research has also demonstrated that if a country does not have counter terrorism unit than operation will not be successful which could lead to dangerous consequences, these consequences can be seen when in the Munich Olympics terror attack. In this operation all of the hostages that the German police tried to rescue were all killed (Goshko, 1972). On the other hand, this failure was the basis for countries to create their own dedicated counter terrorism units, an example would be the UK’s SAS counter terrorism wing (Ryan, 2019).
It was also identified that a counter terror operation can have a destabilising effect on a terror organisation. This can be seen in the aftermath of Operation Neptune Spear when after the death of bin Laden many groups that were associated with Al-Qaeda detached themselves from that group, this according to Barber (2015) weakened Al-Qaeda and allowed for the rise of IS to be the main Islamist Extremist group. 
This viewpoint of counter terror operations having effect on a group can also have a side effect that it may also give a group more publicity, an example as suggested by O’Toole (2000) would be the terror organisation behind the Iranian Embassy siege who had an increase in publicity due to the events of the siege. However, this group were not able to capitalise on this increase in popularity due to events outside of their control. Another example would be the IRA, after counter terror operations on this group they would receive more sympathy as suggested by both interviewee A and Dixon (2009).
Because the UK had a specialist counter terrorism unit as described by Ryan (2019) that was why the Iranian Embassy Siege would have a successful outcome. Fremont-Barnes (2012) suggested that there was a clear chain of command between the police and the military which was allowed because there was no interference from the UK government, the Home Secretary would allow discussion about what was the best way to complete the operation but would make a clear decision.
Albeit when it came to the Operation Banner in Northern Ireland, the second case study demonstrated that during the operation there was a lack of clear direction and there was not a clear chain of command. There was confusion over what was the army’s role, it was also tasked to act as a police force for which it is not trained to do as explained by interviewee B. This poor role choice meant that more people wanted to join the IRA cause strengthening their cause and making Operation Banner take longer than first believed, it would only be ended when both sides signed the Good Friday Agreement with neither side claiming victory. The IRA was able to achieve this because as suggested by Owens (2021) when they started to target the financial centre of the UK, he believes this forced the UK government to make terms of peace with the IRA. He also suggests that the general public of the UK were not affected by the deaths of soldiers in Northern Ireland.
All three of the interviewees agreed that the military should be utilised if they are used in the correct way. Two of interviewees agreed that the military should not be involved in an operation similar to Banner, they believed as suggested earlier that they were one of the main causes for more dissatisfaction with the UK government from certain elements of the local population. The former soldier even suggested that they would have not sent the army into Northern Ireland and if they did they would have done it in a different way using different methods.
Even though one of the reasons why the Iranian Embassy siege was a success because the government was tough on that it would not negotiate with terrorists this did not crossover into Operation Banner, in both Operation Banner and Nimrod the Prime Minister was Margaret Thatcher. This is because Nimrod was a scenario where an international terror group took hostages on UK soil whereas Banner involved a terror group who were in their own country and would be able get support of a portion of the local community, this means that the use of violence has to be limited and the government would need to win the hearts of that portion of the locals which it never did achieve.
The principles into how to fight a counter insurgency have to be evaluated by the UK government and the military as it is debatable if they were effective in countering the threat from the IRA as suggested by both interviewees A and B, Dixon (2009) can also support this. As suggested by interviewee A these principles could be effective if they were utilised and properly implemented in the correct way, but if not implemented correctly than can cause more issues for the government and potentially help a terror organisation to recruit.
Dixon (2009) suggested that these same principles were used in Afghanistan and Iraq, these conflicts further suggest that these principles are not effective. This view can be supported by the fact that Taliban retook power in Afghanistan after the US coalition left the country and the rise Islamic State started in Iraq (For further explanation see Appendix C).
From the perspective of the third interviewee the situation in Northern Ireland made people in the other countries in the UK anxious and scared, especially where they lived as it was close to both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. When talking about their experience of being involved in terrorism they seem to suggest that the events in Northern Ireland may have influenced similar minded groups in Wales. These Welsh groups unlike there Irish counterparts were less effective, may be because the majority of the local populace in Wales did not support the same views or not the methods that were being used (Brooke, 2018).
When asked about what changes they would make in the counter terror operation they were involved in, two of the interviewees had ideas that they would change. With the former police officer saying that they would change the timing of the arrests which had to be coordinated with events outside of the police control. The former soldier saying that for their operation to be a success there needs to be better intelligence and it is important that the army got the local populace on side.
[bookmark: _Toc116587208][bookmark: _Toc120117039]5.3 Limitations
A limitation of the research was that there were not enough people with expertise in counter terrorism during the interview process. One of the interviewees during this process even though they had experience in the criminal justice system it was not in counter terrorism. However, this interviewee was able to give an outside perspective on the topic of counter terrorism. 
Another limitation would be that that as mentioned previously that it could have been beneficial to create a questionnaire-based study, this would have given the researcher a general public view on the effectiveness of the UK security services in counter terrorism. It would also allow the researcher to compare the public’s viewpoint with those of the experts.
One thing that the researcher would change in their approach to the interviews would be to ask more questions that could give contrasting views on the subject. Another would be to have a better way of interviewing, for this project the researcher used their phone to record for two of the subjects. This made it harder to transcribe what they were saying and meant that a certain part had to be repeated while analysing the interviews, which took a lot of time. In the future the interviewer would create a questionnaire type document that they could send to the interviewees that they could answer and do an in-person interviewee based on that document to give more explanation or to ask follow-up questions.
[bookmark: _Toc116587209][bookmark: _Toc120117040]5.4 Further Research
As previously mentioned in limitation that if further research were to be done on this subject in the future it would be beneficial to do a survey, this will allow the researcher to gain the opinion of the general public on if they feel that the UK security forces have been a success in counter terrorism. As mentioned in the limitations of the research project, it would be beneficial to add more people with counter terrorism expertise.
It would a way to attend to gaps in the literature it would be beneficial to have the public’s view as even though the security services in the UK prevent many terror attacks a year they still do happen. So, it would be interesting to see if the public feel that the security services are being successful or if the attacks that do happen make the public feel that the security services are failing.
[bookmark: _Toc120117041]5.4.1 Recommendations
Here are some of the recommendations that are based on the data collected:
1. That for a counter terrorism operation to be successful it has to be planned sufficiently with no interference from government and everyone in the chain of command should agree on the plan, as suggested by both Dixon (2009) and by Fremont-Barnes (2012).
2. In future counter terrorism operations, data collected from the interviewees identified that the military should only be used in a limited capacity and not be used in a police force capacity as seen in Northern Ireland.
3. Data collected from both interviewees A and B with the support of Dixon (2009) believe that in operations like Banner in Northern Ireland it is imperative that the government and the security services gain the support of the majority of the local population especially those who could potentially identify with the terror group. 
[bookmark: _Toc116587211][bookmark: _Toc120117042]5.5 Chapter Summary
This chapter has synthesised the primary and secondary research to draw useful and methodologically sound conclusions around this study. The data has shown for an operation to be a success it needs to be planned well and also needs secrecy so that the terrorist are not aware of what is happening. The discussion of limitations and suggestions for further research highlighted that to improve the data that was collected it would need more interviews with people who have experience in counter terrorism and if further research were to be done on this subject, the researcher would also do a survey to gauge how the public feel about the success of the UK in counter terrorism.
This research can stand as a building block to better understand counter terrorism measure in the UK and provide a springboard for further research or policy recommendations into ensuring the effectiveness of counter terrorism moving forward.
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The definition of state terrorism as mentioned by Hewitt (2022) is similar to non-state terrorism however the perpetrator is a state carrying out violence against individuals or a group outside the realm of an armed conflict. An example given by Hewitt (2022) is that of American intelligence sponsoring a car bomb in the attempt to kill a religious leader connected to Hezbollah in Lebanon, the bomb would fail in its effort to kill the spiritual leader but instead kill 80 people instead. Selden and So (2004) suggest that terrorism can also happen when there is war. They explain that although in a war the violence is meant to be targeted towards military objectives, it inevitably brings destruction to the non-combatant population of a state.
An example of a state using terrorism during a war would be the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. At times during the war, Russia has fired missiles at Ukraine’s energy facilities, this could be classed as terrorism as the temperature in Ukraine is about to drop below freezing (Wright, 2022). On the other hand, Russia has claimed that it is Ukraine that has committed acts of terrorism during the war Ukraine attacked Russian Naval Vessels in the Black Sea which the Russian government believe is an act of terror (Sabbagh, 2022). However, Bell (2022) a former Air-Vice Marshal, says that if the Naval Vessels were involved in the bombing of Ukrainian cities, then they are a legitimate military target.
[bookmark: _Toc120117046]Appendix B
The terrorists were from a group called the Democratic Revolutionary Front for the Liberation of Arabistan (DRFLA), the group hoped for a separate Arab country in the Khuzestan Province of Iran (Oliynyk and Greer, 2020). After storming the building, the terrorists took 26 hostages as mentioned by National Army Museum (No Date). The initial plan by the police was to negotiate with the terrorists, however what changed the plan was that the terrorist’s threat to kill one of the hostages (SAS: Iranian Embassy Siege, 2002).
The terrorists were not only trying advance their goals to make one of the provinces inside Iran to become an independent Arab country but according to O’Toole (2000) they felt that the Iranian government had backtrack on promises after the overthrow of the Shah during the Islamic Revolution of 1979. The terror group after the siege claimed that there would be further international action but there was suspicion that the terror group was backed by Iraq which undermined its argument that it was Iranian opposition group, the groups cause for an independent country would eventually be forgotten as by late 1980 both Iraq and Iran would go to war with each other that would last 8 years also the Iranian government would also supress internal dissent (O’Toole, 2000).
Ryan (2019) believes that the siege was not just a massive boost for the SAS, but it was also a curse. The curse that Ryan (2019) alludes to could be that after the siege a secret unit in the British army as termed by Finlan (2016) became internationally famous and also became something that is adored and too be emulated, he also says that the SAS has become an inspiration for media like video games and movies. The emulation of SAS has also been felt by the police in the UK, Finlan (2016) mentions that after the siege police firearms officers trained more with the SAS and also began to adopt the same equipment and weapons as the SAS.
Fremont-Barnes (2012) mentions that the regiment was initially overwhelmed with recruits wanting to join, but the numbers would reduce after the first phase of training when the lead instructor put them on a running track and watched as many would collapse due to exhaustion. A further clarification that the gain in publicity had an impact on recruitment for the SAS is a quote said by de la Billière where he suggested that people wanted to join the SAS because they were convinced that they would be given a gun and a balaclava, so that they could then go and do their own version of the Iranian Embassy Siege (Fremont-Barnes, 2012).
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Dixon (2009) says that the coalition forces used the same principles that the British government used in Northern Ireland to counter the threat of insurgents in both Afghanistan and Iraq. But these conflicts can also suggest that these principles are not highly effective, as the war in Iraq has proven that if the counter-insurgence is not effective that it can lead to more radical groups like Islamic State (IS). IS was established in the aftermath of the US invasion of Iraq and used the turmoil of the civil war in Syria to build a powerbase that would then spread into Iraq (Shamieh and Szenes, 2015). It took a coalition that included both the US and Russia as explained by Shamieh and Szenes (2015) to limit the threat of IS, the last of the territory occupied by IS would be retaken in 2019 (Stein, 2022). 
In regard to Afghanistan the war ended when the Taliban who in 2001 were forced out of power, retook the majority of the country in 2021 and causing many Western governments like the US and the UK to evacuate not just there citizens but also Afghans who wanted to flee the new government regime (Graham-Harrison and Harding, 2021).
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