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RISK-BENEFIT RATING TEMPLATE
Date of risk assessment………………………………………………………….
Name of assessor…………………………………………………………………..
Area/activity being assessed……………………………………………………

	Key

	Very low risk
	1

	Low risk
	2

	Moderate risk
	3

	High risk
	4

	Very high risk
	5



	The hazard/ activity
	The risk/ what could happen
	Who is at risk?
	Benefits?
	Risk rating before control measures
	Control measures
	Risk rating after control measures

	E.g. Sticks and branches
	Children using the sticks/ branches inappropriately could cause
· Eye injury
· Cuts, scratches, grazes, crush injuries, head injuries, impalement etc
· Infection
· Insect stings/allergies
	Staff and children
	· Encourages outdoor exploration – provides children with opportunities to investigate and interact with the natural environment. 
· Supports imaginative play – sticks can become wands, fishing rods, swords, magic staffs, spoons, microphones, tools, etc. 
· Develops creativity – children can use open-ended natural materials in their own ways rather than being restricted to a predetermined use. 
· Promotes problem-solving – children can work out how to use, move, join, balance and manipulate sticks. 
· Develops physical skills – carrying, lifting, dragging, balancing and manipulating branches can support gross motor development. 
· Develops fine motor skills – smaller sticks can be used for mark-making, construction, sorting and manipulating. 
· Supports coordination and spatial awareness – children learn to judge distance, size, weight and how objects move through space. 
· Encourages collaborative play – children can work together to build dens, shelters, obstacle courses and other structures. 
· Supports social development – shared resources encourage negotiation, cooperation, turn-taking and communication. 
· Promotes independence and agency – children make decisions about how materials are used and take increasing responsibility for their play. 
· Provides opportunities for managed risk-taking – children can develop an understanding of risk and how to manage it safely rather than avoiding all risk. 
· Develops risk-awareness – children learn to consider hazards such as sharp ends, stability, other people nearby and appropriate ways to carry materials. 
· Supports resilience and confidence – children can experience challenge, make mistakes, adapt their approach and try again. 
· Connects children with nature – natural materials support a sense of belonging and connection to the outdoor environment. 
· Supports environmental awareness – encourages children to notice seasonal changes, trees, plants and natural processes. 
· Provides sensory experiences – children can explore different textures, weights, shapes, smells and temperatures. 
· Supports mathematical development – children can compare length, weight, thickness and quantity, and explore patterns, counting, measuring and classification. 
· Supports language development – rich opportunities for children to describe, explain, negotiate and develop vocabulary related to nature, size, shape and movement. 
· Supports construction and engineering skills – children can explore balance, stability, structure and cause and effect. 
· Encourages sustained shared thinking – adults can extend children's thinking through open-ended questions and problem-solving. 
· Supports storytelling and role play – natural objects can become props that stimulate narratives and imaginative worlds. 
· Offers a low-cost, sustainable resource – sticks and branches are readily available natural materials that can reduce reliance on manufactured resources. 
· Encourages open-ended learning – there is no single 'correct' way to use a stick, allowing children to direct their own learning. 
· Supports holistic development – one resource can simultaneously contribute to physical, cognitive, social, emotional and creative development. 
· Creates opportunities for adult-child interaction – practitioners can observe children's interests and use the resource to extend learning. 
· Can support curriculum experiences – particularly exploration, play, creativity, physical development, problem-solving, nature and learning through experience.
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	· Remove sharp, broken or splintered ends where possible. 
· Establish clear boundaries for where sticks can be used. 
· Teach children how to carry sticks safely – e.g. point downwards and carry them at their side rather than running with them. 
· Emphasize no running while carrying sticks or branches. 
· Teach children not to wave sticks near other people's faces or bodies. 
· Emphasize no hitting, poking, throwing or deliberately swinging sticks towards others. 
· Establish simple rules with children before introducing the resource and revisit them regularly. 
· Use close adult supervision, particularly with younger children or when children are using longer/larger branches. 
· Consider the number of children using sticks at one time to prevent overcrowding. 
· Consider providing a designated area for stick play where appropriate, away from high-traffic areas. 
· Keep sticks away from climbing equipment, slides and other areas where they could create additional hazards. 
· Ensure children have sufficient space to move safely when carrying or manipulating branches. 
· Do not allow children to use sticks as weapons during physical or aggressive play. 
· Monitor children's individual needs and development and adapt access/supervision accordingly. 
· Teach children to identify hazards themselves, such as sharp ends, unstable branches or other children nearby. 
· Check for environmental hazards, such as poisonous plants, animal faeces, fungi, insects or contaminated materials where sticks have been collected. 
· Encourage hand hygiene after outdoor natural-material play, particularly before eating, have hand washing facilities available
· Ensure appropriate footwear and clothing are worn for outdoor activities. 
· Practitioners should model safe use rather than simply giving verbal instructions. 
· Use positive language around risk – focus on “How can we do this safely?” rather than unnecessarily preventing exploration. 
· Intervene immediately where unsafe behaviour occurs and review the rules with the child. 
· Review the risk-benefit assessment regularly, particularly following an incident, near miss or change in the children's needs. 
· Record and respond to accidents/incidents in accordance with the setting's existing procedures. 
· Carry with you first aid kit, mobile phone, medication, children’s records, hand washing facilities, first aiders, phone numbers etc
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