In this assignment, the following points are to understand what consent and battery is in the UK and to show your knowledge of this topic. The main aim of the assignment is to evaluate the topic about consent and explain what it is. Then throughout the assignment one of the key examples to use are cases that involve battery. As we can see the main purpose of this assignment is to show an excellent understanding of consent and battery in the UK and to also relate the cases in battery to consent.

[bookmark: _Int_9IqVT8oP][bookmark: _Int_2P7rZmnO][bookmark: _Int_ZSOBypWA][bookmark: _Int_rblZVqRq]Consent is a key role in many different situations that occur within physical touch. Britannica (2023) states “to give permission for something to happen or be done”. This means someone must agree to something for it to be allowed to happen, as this will show consent has been given. This also shows that it is up to the person whether they want to agree or not agree as they can make their own decisions for themselves as it is only that person who decides whether they want to consent or not. This would also be within legal terms involving consent. The term consent has quite a few components when discussing this topic. A few examples include active consent and informed consent. Securiti (2023) states “Active consent refers to a consumer being given a specific statement to agree on and they show their consent by "actively" agreeing.” This means that the person consenting understands what they are agreeing as the person would be aware of what is being explained to them to show whether they consent or not. Cleave (2021) discusses “Informed consent refers to the permission granted by an individual in full knowledge of the possible consequences communicated to them.” University of Oxford N.D. explains “Informed consent is one of the founding principles of research ethics. Its intent is that human participants can enter research freely (voluntarily) with full information about what it means for them to take part, and that they give consent before they enter the research.” This suggests that informed consent is important because for it to be shown they must understand what they are consenting to before agreeing to it to make sure. LexisNexis (2023) “battery is the intentional or reckless infliction of unlawful force.” This means that battery can either be intentional or not intentional. This is through Men’s rea and Actus reus. Men's rea and Actus reus are important within cases in battery. (Herring, 2022, p.66) “The actus reus describes what the defendant must be proved to have done (or sometimes failed to do), in what circumstances, and with what consequences in order to be guilty of a crime. Men's rea: the mental element of the offence. This may be, for example, intention, recklessness, or negligence.” This addresses that the actus reus is when someone has the intention of causing harm to another person. Then the men’s rea is when someone had the intention to cause harm to another person but did not act on their intentions. If someone has been charged with a battery offence there are a few consequences due to this. StudySmarter (2023) explains “The defendant may receive a financial penalty, determined based on the severity of the offence and their financial circumstances. A Community Order may require the defendant to fulfil various conditions.” This explains that sentencing within battery does not mean that you could go to prison as it shows that you could receive punishments such as a community order or a fine. For example, the community order could be many hours that you would have to work for, for free as you would not get paid for these hours. Another example is the fine could be either quite high or low as it is based on how terrible the offence was. There are a few examples of consent within battery that show consent was not given. One example is in a UK case DPP v K, 1990 consent and battery was shown within this case as the victim did not consent towards the incident that happened as the victim did not expect acid to come out of the hand drier and even though the defendant did not intend to harm anyone they still took the acid without permission. Another example is Collins v Wilcock, 1984, battery and consent was within this case as the defendant grabbed the victim's arm without their consent and the victim scratched the defendant out of self-defense. The difference between consensual activities and battery is that if you do not consent to activities such as sports then it would count as battery due to physical touch. For example, Wards Solicitors (2021) states “In boxing, participants expect to be punched but do not consent to have part of their ear bitten off “. This shows that people who consent to boxing know that they can get injured from the impact of punches but do not expect extreme injuries. This means that people who participate in boxing do not consent to injuries that are not allowed to happen during boxing matches. There are a few examples as to why there are challenges within consent. An example is (Macdonald, 2018, p. 195) “Sometimes a victim might agree to something without having consented. For example, the victim might have lacked mental capacity.” This explains that in situations like these victims may not be thinking straight and don’t realise what they are agreeing to and what position that would put them in. One controversial case is the Fagan v Metropolitan Police Commissioner, 1969, this is because a motorist accidentally drove on a policeman's foot but then decided to not move his car which shows that the policeman didn’t consent to this happening. One ethical dilemma that may arise is that after driving onto the policeman’s foot, the motorist may have not known whether to go forward or reverse so that the motorist did not conflict more injuries on the policeman. This shows that this may be one of the reasons why the motorist did not move the car off the policeman's foot. Aggravated battery comes with more serious consequences than simple battery. StudySmarter (2023) says “Due to the increased severity of aggravated battery cases, a custodial sentence is more likely. They may impose an extended sentence that includes both a custodial term and an extended period of licence upon release.” This shows that if the battery case has become an aggravated battery case, this would mean that the victim did not consent to the situation they were in, and issues would have arisen for it to also become aggravated. Criminal Injuries Helpline (2022) suggests “If a perpetrator is found guilty of assault or battery, the courts in the UK can usually impose sentences for up to 6 months imprisonment and/or a fine up to £5000.” This explains that the sentence or the fine of battery depends on the severity of the crime. This shows that if it was a simple battery the fine could be low and if the battery was aggravated then the fine would be much higher. Rainn N.D. states “Consent should be clearly and freely communicated.” This explains that the public should be aware that communication is key when consent is involved. This so people know what to expect when asking for consent in different types of situations. Within battery cases consent is not always given or victims of battery may have agreed to a situation but did not give consent. So, the public would need to be aware of what the difference is between the two. If the public do not know the difference, then this can cause arguments or disagreements in situations.
In conclusion, the key points that have been made include what battery is and understanding consent and how consent is involved in battery cases. Another key point was the type of cases involved in battery and the challenges within consent. Consent in battery cases has evolved by their being two meanings of battery which is simple battery and aggravated battery. As there is always change within consent depending on the type of battery involved within a battery case. According to Law Offices of John D. Rogers (2023) “One key difference between simple battery and aggravated battery is the level of injury sustained by the victim.” This means that a battery case will depend on how severe the injuries were when it happened. This also suggests that the punishment depends on what happens during each battery crime.
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