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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project
Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Lauren Wright 
2004543

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Ceri Phelps and Zoe Cooke




Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology 

	Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences 

	Educational Psychology 
X

	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology 

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not included in word count)




Proposed Study Design (tick all that apply) 


	Quantitative 
X
	Experimental 
	Applied (with UWTSD students 

	Online Questionnaire Survey 
X


	Qualitative 

	Quasi Experimental 


	Focus Groups
	Online  


	Mixed Methods 

	Applied (with external organisation) 
	Interviews 



	Lab-based study 

X

	If Applied, and involving an external organisation, please indicate your plans for gaining appropriate approvals from the organisation: (not included in the word count)






	Other study design: indicate briefly (not included in word count)




	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).








	Background: 250 words 
Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a rationale for your study including a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of five references). 

The research relating to self-efficacy and motivation to online learning. (Shen et al., 2013) had looked at how (Bandura, 1988) had found that how the level of motivation a person can have can be determined by their self-efficacy. 


References (Not included in word count)

Shen, D., Cho, M.-H., Tsai, C.-L., & Marra, R. (2013). Unpacking online learning experiences: Online learning self-efficacy and learning satisfaction. The Internet and Higher Education, 19, 10–17. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2013.04.001 

‌ Bandura, A. (1988). Self-Regulation of Motivation and Action Through Goal Systems. Cognitive Perspectives on Emotion and Motivation, 37–61. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-009-2792-6_2 







	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)








‌

Methodological Details (500 words) 

	Please summarise the key methodological approach: (you can include copies of proposed study materials as appendices if you wish). You must include details of the following:
· Participants: Who will your participants be, how will you access and recruit them, and how many are needed? 
· Design: Using appropriate terminology clearly define key elements of your design (IVs, DVs, Qual approach, expt. manipulations etc).  How do you plan to analyse your main data? 
· Materials: What are the main measures, scales, experimental tools or other materials required for your study? 
· Procedure: How will you carry out the study – define briefly what will happen to a participant in your study from the point of consent to the study debrief.

Participants:
The participants who will take part within the study are undergraduate students who are taking part within university courses within the university of Wales Trinity Saint David. The students who will participate within the study they will be required to sign up to the study voluntarily by using a computer system known as Experimental Management System (EMS). The EMS system will provide the participants with information on what the study will involve. It will also provide them with the information on where the study will take place as well as what their time slot of the study will be. 





Materials: 

This study will include the internet self-efficacy scale (ISES) (Torkzadeh and Van Dyke, 2001). This scale eight-item scale relating to the participants confidence while using the internet to complete online learning. 














Key Ethical considerations (150 words)


	In this section you are required to briefly outline any specific ethical considerations for your project.  All projects will be expected to adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics, and you will need to submit a full ethics form which will document your specific processes for informed consent, debriefing, and data protection.  Here you need to briefly note additional or specific key ethical considerations for your particular project e.g. potential for distress or discomfort, any deception, research with vulnerable populations or sensitive topic areas, and briefly outline how you expect to manage these risks within your project. 


Participants taking place within this study will be asked a number of questions in relation to learning online. Participants may be required to answer questions that can become a sensitive topic for them and could lead the participants to become upset. In order to manage to reduce the risk of this occurring during or once the study has been completed the questions that will be presented to the participant will be carefully chosen with consideration to the participants in order to reduce the risk of the participants becoming upset. In order to reduce the risk of the participants becoming upset after the study the participants will be shown a 2-5 minute video of calming breathing in order to help return the participants back to a neutral state of mind. 
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