
Debate: Advocacy and Ethics (SH) 

The question of anthropological advocacy is of particular relevance when considering the 

implications of anthropological research for resolving conflict. Anthropologists are frequently 

well placed to act as cultural translators between their subjects of study and the wider world. 

But is advocacy ethical?  

Debate question: Should anthropologists align themselves with a specific ‘cause’ or should they 

simply document what transpires whilst trying to remain impartial? 
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