Reading Guide: James Auger — Speculative Design: Crafting the Speculation
What is this article about?
James Auger explores how designers can use imagined futures to help us think about the world we live in today.
Speculative design is not only about creating new products or solving practical problems. It can also help us explore possibilities, question assumptions and consider the consequences of new technologies and social changes.
The aim is to encourage people to think, ask questions and consider alternative ways of living.
Key ideas to look for
1. Speculative design - Design can be used to explore possible futures, rather than only solve existing problems.
2. Imagined futures - Designers can imagine how technologies, behaviours or society might change. These futures can be positive, negative or uncertain.
3. Questioning the present - An imagined future can help us question what we do today, what we believe and what we value.
4. Connecting the future to the present - An imagined future needs to connect with something people recognise or understand. This helps the audience engage with the idea.
5. Communicating an idea - Designers need to consider how they present their speculation. This might involve an object, image, film, interface or other designed experience.
How to approach the reading
· Read the abstract and introduction first to understand the article's main purpose.
· Look at the headings, images and examples to help you understand the structure.
· Identify the main argument in each section.
· Choose one example that interests you and consider what it communicates.
· Write down unfamiliar words, but don't stop to translate every word.
· Ask yourself: What does this example make me think about or question?
As you read, think about these questions (we will discuss these in the seminar on the 20th October)
1. What is speculative design, and how is it different from other types of design?
2. What examples does Auger use, and what can we learn from them?
3. How can speculative design help us question the present?
Remember: You do not need to understand every word to understand the main ideas. Focus on what Auger is arguing, the examples he uses and how his ideas might inform your own practice.

