Applying Actor Network Theory to Copper Trade

In today’s workshop we will think about Cypriot copper production through the lens of ANT. We will identify significant nodal points (actors and actants) and consider how these were interlinked. What significant changes can we identify through time.

What is Actor Network Theory?
Actor Network Theory (ANT): explores the webs of relations between people and the material world. 
Actants (things/objects with agency) and social actors (people) are represented as nodes, which are intertwined by a web of connections. This interactive assembly of actors and actants should leave a physical trace that can be followed and recorded empirically.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I have identified a number of actants associated with the copper trade from the archaeological record. Plot these onto the map of Cyprus (and or the map of the East Mediterranean). In addition, include the archives from Mari and Babylonia, Annales of Thutmosis III and Hittite archives (all mention copper from Alashiya). Think about the human actors facilitating the movement of these objects and map them onto your map(s). 
What lines/webs can you draw between them?
