Conducting your Literature Review
1. Introduction
Researching a Literature Review
A literature review is a key piece of your research and underpins your direction, approach and analysis of your findings. The key to a good literature review is depth, consistency and of course lots of reading!
To get started you need a clear focus for your topic or research question. This does not mean that you cannot develop or adjust your focus as you move through the literature review, however, a focus is essential to prevent becoming overwhelmed with information.
There is further guidance and an example of how to build an argument in your literature review in the supporting documentation for this section. 
2. The Search
Initial search
Decide on some key words for your search. Key words will ensure you encompass a wide range of literature on your topics. Often the terminology we use may not be the terms used more widely -being aware of these variations can ensure your search is thorough. For example, if we look at 'early years' there are some variations to consider
· preschool
· early education
· childcare
· kindergarten
· nursery
· creche
· playschool
Consider your own subject area and the variations that may exist for the key topics there. 
If we only searched for 'early years' we would be missing out on potential key pieces of research.
Use the search tools
The best place to search for your literature review is the University Library. Using the university library means that not only will your sources be academic, but you will have all of the advantages the UWTSD libraryoffers such as:
· Paid access to journals
· Ability to save and categorise your searches
· Enhanced search options
· Support from the UWTSD library online and in-house support
· Other options include Google Scholar for searching for a wider array of information, there may also be subject-specific databases your tutors can direct you to.
Tips and Tricks
How do you know if what you find is useful?
1. Scan the sources you find to see if they align to your topic -for journal articles, for example, the abstract is a good place to start.
2. If it may be of interest, flag it -if not, either remove it from your list or place it in a discard folder (just in case)
3. Keep a note of the reference of the ones you keep (you can use the UWTSD library referencing tools or RefWorks for this). This will save you time later on when compiling your reference list for your submission.
4. At this point, you may be able to sub-categorise your sources and begin to group the information together

3. Funnelling Down
Second Sift
Once you have completed your initial search, your next step is to look more closely at the information you have found and begin your analysis. Consider the range of information you have and the relevance of it to your topic, have you included key theorists, philosophy and policy perspectives? (if relevant)
First analysis
When reading the information you have identified it can be useful to ask yourself some key questions as you explore the detail.
What is the source discussing?
How relevant is it to my topic?
5. What does it contribute to my area of focus?
6. What is interesting about it?
7. Does it align with any other sources I have found?
4. Analysing and Planning
Planning
As you work through your analysis you can begin to group your information into subtopics linked to your focus or research question. You can begin this by drafting an outline of your topic and the main ideas you wish to focus on. As you work through your information, you can allocate the sources to a topic. This will help you to identify the areas that need further research and the areas where there is a current gap in literature.
Mind maps are a great resource to support this and there are a range of online tools you can use such as MindMeister(there is a free version) which is available through teams and can be linked to your Office 365 account.
Analysis
Next steps for your literature review search is to begin to critically analyse your information.
Some points to consider are:
· What are the strengths of the research and evidence base of the information?
· What are the limitations?
· How has the study been carried out and with how many people?
· What is the contribution to my area of focus? Is it a key text?
· What interesting aspects are there?
· Is there an opposing view?
· Does it align with any other texts I have read?
· How does it help me to answer my question?
5. Writing
Before you start writing
Revisit your plan and decide whether you need to conduct a further search to fill any gaps in your topic areas.
Check that you have kept focused on your topic/research question -do you need to revise your question?
Ensure you have kept a record of all of your sources. Organise your thoughts. You may want to meet with your supervisor at this point before you start writing.
Your first draft
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