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Task 1: mind map

https://www.mindmeister.com/app/map/3260175748
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Task 2- Proposal form 

Title- Explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK. What steps are being taken to tackle this problem?

Domestic violence is an ongoing situation in the UK, and many people have been affected by domestic violence (Jones, 2023). According to the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2.1 million adults (16 years of age and older), consisting of 1.4 million women and 751,000 men, were victims of domestic violence in the year ending March 2023 (Jones, 2023). Domestic violence includes verbal or physical abuse, coercive and controlling behaviour, and sexual or psychological abuse (Maintenance, n.d.). Many individuals feel like they aren’t believed when they approach the police or family members and therefore this can influence their decision as to whether they report the incident; they may feel that there will be negative consequences or embarrassment (SWACA, 2022). Exploring this topic will provide information on how the government and police are currently tackling domestic violence in the UK. Considering there has been an increase in reported domestic violence cases in 2023, for example, 69,314 in the year that ended in March 2023 as opposed to 67,063 the year before (EVAW, 2023) highlights that this is an area where further research could be beneficial. Furthermore, charge volumes have also increased, rising slightly from 43,836 instances charged in the year ending in March 2023 to 47,361 cases charged in the following year (EVAW, 2023), therefore exploring this topic further may provide valuable insights on how domestic violence can be dealt with in the future to ensure victims of domestic violence receive the justice they deserve (Katz, 2023).

A key aim within this study is to research and explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK, and what steps are being taken to tackle this problem. 

The first objective will be to define and explore domestic violence in females and males. The second objective is to explore domestic violence historically and look at how domestic violence has evolved. The third objective will be to analyse what the government and police are currently doing to prevent domestic violence. The fourth objective will be to evaluate ideas, initiatives and research that the government and police could have utilised but were either not done effectively or not done at all. This will include exploring laws and strategies implemented and how further support could be put in place to reduce domestic violence, as well as support for victims, in the UK. The fifth and final objective will explore why domestic violence against males often goes unreported.

The key literature below will be utilised as key research:
· Domestic Abuse Act (2021)
The above bill will be useful as objective 3 is related to the findings.  For example, one objective sits with the following premise: “Analyse what the government is doing to prevent domestic violence”. Using the above government website will support answering the question. The bill suggests creating a legal definition of domestic abuse that emphasises that it can also include emotional, controlling, coercive, and financial abuse in addition to physical violence. This suggests that there is no certain type of domestic violence in a broad range of situations. 

· Women's Aid (2023)
This website will provide a fully comprehensive overview of domestic violence, particularly on the impact it has on women. It includes research that has been carried out on the different types of domestic violence and also discusses why women often feel like they cannot leave an abusive situation. Furthermore, it mentions the impact of domestic violence on others, including the effects it can have on children.

· Donovan, C. and Hester, M. (2014) 
This book is the most thorough examination of Domestic Violence and Abuse (DVA) in same-sex relationships that has been done in the UK to date. It is the result of a large-scale study that included focus groups, interviews, and a nationwide survey. Researchers set out to design a study that would allow them to compare the experiences of such behaviour in heterosexual and same-sex partnerships, given a shortage of data on DVA in both relationships. Since the majority of the book is on the experiences of people in same-sex relationships (Donovan, and Hester, 2014), this will help compare cases through the research, to see if the cases are treated in the same way. 
· HMICFRS (2019). 
Using this report will help with the second and third objectives of how the police deal with domestic violence and what their response is. It discusses how demand has risen and that police are now prioritising the response to domestic violence cases.
· Office for National Statistics (2023). 
Another reliable source of information is the above website. Throughout the dissertation, the research will be analysed and used to support the research question. For example, according to the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2.1 million adults (16 years of age and older) consisting of 1.4 million women and 751,000 men were victims of domestic violence in the year ending March 2023. This dissertation will analyse patterns and look for trends in the data held on domestic violence. 

The summary of research methods will explore qualitative and quantitative methods. Data regarding actual experiences, feelings, or behaviours, as well as the interpretations people make of them, are gathered through qualitative research (University of Sheffield, 2022). It helps make it possible for scholars to comprehend difficult ideas, interpersonal relationships, or cultural phenomena better (University of Sheffield, 2022). This kind of study helps explain acts, analyse occurrences, and investigate how or why certain things have happened (Booth, 2018). The data techniques for qualitative research are interviews, focus groups, observations, document analysis and oral history or life stories (Booth, 2018). The positives gained from using qualitative research include that attitudes and behaviours can be explored in depth, they encourage discussion and are flexible (Anpar Research, 2020). The negatives of this research method include issues with the sample size, bias in the sample selection, lack of privacy and whether or not the researcher is employing a knowledgeable moderator (Anpar Research, 2020).

The quantitative method collects numerical data that statistical analysis can use to rank, measure, or categorise. Finding patterns or links and drawing generalisations are aided by it. Finding out how many, how much, how frequently, or to what extent is helpful when conducting this kind of research (Booth, 2018). The research techniques are surveys or questionnaires, observation, document screening and experiments (Booth, 2018). The positives of using quantitative research include larger sample sizes, impartiality and accuracy, faster and easier, data anonymous and reliable and continuous information (Anpar Research, 2020). On the other hand, this research method is limited by the set answer on a survey, research is not carried out in the participant’s normal environment and there are limited options to follow- any answer given (Anpar Research, 2020).

The survey in this research will gather qualitative and quantitative data. The questionnaire will be distributed online to friends and family, and it will also be handed out to the general public to provide a range of perspectives, including a wider range of ethnicities, ages and religious backgrounds The survey will be handed out to a wide range of ages as by posting online, it may only reach a younger target audience (Smart Survey, 2019). It will be posted for both males and females to respond. A range of ethnicities will be approached, not just targeting white Welsh as is the main demographic in the local area, so then the data gained is more representative of the general population. Representation plays a crucial part in shaping our ideas of who we are, what we're worth, and what we're capable of (Overton, 2023). Seeing successful people who resemble individuals is motivating and it conveys the idea that, with enough effort, you too may achieve the same results. Additionally, that appearance need not be a hindrance (Overton, 2023). Swansea offers a Women’s Aid, which includes a 24-hour helpline. This is for empowerment, safety and support for women and children experiencing domestic abuse (Swansea Women's Aid, 2019). The survey will be handed to this focus group to gain more information and more in-depth responses. 







Task 3- Ethics form 
SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name: 
	Paige Davies

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒
	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐
	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐



	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
IMH

	4
	Campus:
	
Swansea University Wales Trinity Saint David 

	5
	E-mail address:
	
2204437@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	
07958508439

	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2204437

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Professional Policing 

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Mike Durke 





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐
	

	
	
	Other- Mike Durke

	☐
	30/4/2024



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒

	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK. What steps are being taken to tackle this problem?

	2
	Proposed start date:
	30th September 2024
	Proposed end date:
	3rd May 2025

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

Domestic violence is an ongoing situation in the UK, and many people have been affected by domestic violence (Jones, 2023). According to the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2.1 million adults (16 years of age and older) consisting of 1.4 million women and 751,000 men were victims of domestic violence in the year ending March 2023 (Jones, 2023). Domestic violence includes verbal or physical abuse, coercive and controlling behaviour, and sexual or psychological abuse (Maintenance, n.d.). Many individuals feel like they aren’t believed when they approach the police or family members and therefore this can influence their decision as to whether they report the incident; they may feel that there will be negative consequences or embarrassment (SWACA, 2022). Exploring this topic will provide information on how the government and police are currently tackling domestic violence in the UK. Considering there has been an increase in reported domestic violence cases in 2023, for example, 69,314 in the year that ended in March 2023 as opposed to 67,063 the year before (EVAW, 2023) highlights that this is an area where further research could be beneficial. Furthermore, charge volumes have also increased, rising slightly from 43,836 instances charged in the year ending in March 2023 to 47,361 cases charged in the following year (EVAW, 2023), therefore exploring this topic further may provide valuable insights on how domestic violence can be dealt with in the future to ensure victims of domestic violence receive the justice they deserve (Katz, 2023).




	4
	Research Question

Explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK. What steps are being taken to tackle this problem?




	5
	Aims of Research Activity

A key aim within this study is to research and explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK, and what steps are being taken to tackle this problem. 



	6
	Objectives of Research Activity

The first objective will be to define and explore domestic violence in females and males. The second objective is to explore domestic violence historically and look at how domestic violence has evolved. The third objective will be to analyse what the government and police are currently doing to prevent domestic violence. The fourth objective will be to evaluate ideas, initiatives and research that the government and police could have utilised but were either not done effectively or not done at all. This will include exploring laws and strategies implemented and how further support could be put in place to reduce domestic violence, as well as support for victims, in the UK. The fifth and final objective will explore why domestic violence against males often goes unreported.



	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	The summary of research methods will explore qualitative and quantitative methods. Data regarding actual experiences, feelings, or behaviours, as well as the interpretations people make of them, are gathered through qualitative research (University of Sheffield, 2022). The survey in this research will gather qualitative and quantitative data.


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	Online 
General Public Questionnaires 
Women’s Aid Swansea


	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	
N/A





	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☐

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☐

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☐

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☐

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☒
	☐

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☒
	☐

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☐

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	

16. Developing positive relationships between individuals, promoting a cohesive, supportive community where abuse is minimised as much as possible.
17 Developing communities that represent love and support, promoting vibrancy.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☒
	☐

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	x☐
	

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:
Vulnerable adults - Swansea Women’s Aid - potential survivors/ victims of DV


(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	100



	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
Members of the public 



	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	Friends and family
members of the general public 






	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	
	☐x

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	
	☐x

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	x☐
	
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐x
	
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐x
	
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	






	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
Topics on sexual violence 


	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

To only continue if they are okay to.


	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	There will be a message describing what the questionnaire will be about and to only fill out if comfortable. 
Any disclosures, refer them to seek advice from charitable organisations or the police.



	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
Will provide the summary of the research to them.



	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	




	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
The answers will be confidential. 




SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐x
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	To come to a concluded answer within my research question. 



	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐x
	☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	
Ones that will be included is a,c,e and f. to identify if there are any patterns or trends in relation to domestic violence cases. To identify if there was any physical or sexual violence. 




	
	Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐x
	

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☐

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Myself
University Lecturers

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	Myself 


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	Data will be stored from September 2024- to May 2025, when the questionnaire is being administered and until the course is completed.


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒




SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	p.davies 
	Date:
30/4/24



For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Mike Durke 
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	p.davies 

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☐
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
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	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.
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You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



Task 4- Justification of your chosen research method 

The main research method used will be gaining primary data, by handing out a survey. Any original information gathered to try to address a research issue is considered primary data (Scribbr, 2023). Information that has previously been gathered by other researchers is known as secondary data (e.g. in a government census or earlier scientific investigations) (Scribbr, 2023). The positives of collecting primary data include being able to gather data that addresses the research question posed, and the techniques for measuring and sampling are under your control (Scribbr, 2023). Furthermore, it can also target specific groups (University of Sheffield, 2022). By targeting certain groups, it should help gather the appropriate information needed (Williams, 2024). The negatives of this research method include being more expensive and time-consuming to gather and needing instruction on data collection techniques (Scribbr, 2023). Additionally, it is possible for participants to self-select and feel unable to express their true ideas (University of Sheffield, 2022).  This research will employ the interview/ focus groups as a research method, which is categorised as primary, qualitative research, and would be used to obtain a deeper comprehension of a subject (Scribbr, 2023). The positives for a focus group would be access to multiple opinions, however, individuals might not feel comfortable sharing their thoughts and recruiting participants could be challenging (University of Sheffield, 2022).  Qualitative research has several advantages, such as allowing for an in-depth examination of attitudes and behaviours, promoting dialogue, and offering flexibility (Anpar Research, 2020). The sample size concerns, sample selection bias, lack of privacy, and the question of whether the researcher is using an experienced moderator are among the drawbacks of this research methodology (Anpar Research, 2020). According to Chapman and McNeill (2005), when studying animals, they are not aware they are being studied which suggests their behaviour is out of their control and if they misbehave, they are unaware they are being tested. Unlike humans, if they are being watched or tested, they would know how to react and change their behaviour (Chapman and McNeill, 2005). A negative impact of using a survey is that they can only gather information about the topics covered by the questionnaire, which may leave out important details (Chapman and McNeill, 2005).  A social survey is a fast and efficient way to gather a lot of data typically in the form of statistics from a considerable number of respondents, allowing for comparisons across various populations and groups. Typically, it takes the form of a self-completion questionnaire that can be given to the respondent or delivered by mail. Alternatively, the interviewer can read the questions to the respondent and complete the questionnaire—also called an "interview schedule" on their behalf (Chapman and McNeill, 2005). Due to their ease of replication and the measurable data's peer verification, questionnaires are thought to be extremely reliable. Furthermore, the fact that surveys can be directed towards big populations makes them more appealing and representative of society as a whole (Chapman and McNeill, 2005). However, qualitative researchers contend that because social surveys place a strong focus on statistical data and scientific reasoning, they don't reveal much about how individuals view and comprehend their own lives (Chapman and McNeill, 2005).


Task 5- Questionnaire 

1. What is your gender?
· Male 
· Female
· Prefer not to say.

2. Which area do you currently live in?

3. Do you know what domestic violence is? If yes, briefly explain.

· Yes
· No

4. Have you ever known someone to be involved in Domestic Violence? If yes, did you report the incident or did the victim report it?
Yes
No


5. Have you ever witnessed Domestic Violence? If yes, did you report the incident or did the victim report it?
Yes
No

6. Have you ever been involved in Domestic Violence? If yes, tick which type (see below).

· Yes
· No

Types of Domestic Violence, tick the ones that apply to you:
· Physical (hitting, kicking, pulling hair)
· Verbal (shouting, gaslighting)
· Coercive (a pattern of intimidation, degradation, isolation and control with the use or threat of physical or sexual violence)
· Controlling (stops you from doing things and/ or seeing people/ controls finances)
· Psychological (causing distress, verbal abuse, blaming and controlling)
· Sexual (forcing you to have sex, hurting you physically during sex)

7. Did you approach anyone about the situation? If yes, who? If not, how come?

Yes
No

8. If you spoke to someone about domestic violence, did they make contact again with you? Was any follow-up support given? 

9. Are you aware of the support available for Domestic Violence victims/survivors? 

10. Do you know what Claire’s Law is? If yes, explain your understanding. 

· Yes
· No 


Task 6- Evaluation of the chosen data analysis method 
Mixed Methods Research integrates both Qualitative and Quantitative Research. In the field, quantitative research continues to be the predominant method of investigation. Research that "combines elements of qualitative and quantitative research approaches for breadth and depth of understanding and corroboration" is sometimes referred to as mixed methods research (Wilkes, N. et al. 2022, p. 527). Combining and interpreting statistical data with more in-depth contextualised insights offers a comprehensive approach (Booth,2019). Triangulation, or the verification of the data from two or more sources is another benefit of using mixed methods (Booth,2019). Combining quantitative and qualitative methods helps counterbalance each method's drawbacks. It can offer more convincing proof and boost your trust in the conclusions, and it can provide you with more detailed outcomes than any one technique alone (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020). On the other hand, it may require more skill to complete, and more skill may be needed than a single approach to gather, examine, and interpret the data. Combining various approaches calls for additional resources, including money and effort (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020). Statistical analysis is finding patterns and trends in data and is the goal of statistical analysis, which involves data gathering and interpretation. It belongs to the data analytics component (Ali and Bhaskar, 2016). When creating surveys and studies, statistical modelling, or obtaining research interpretations, statistical analysis might be applied (Ali and Bhaskar, 2016). Analysing data will be beneficial for determining which performance issues require attention, increasing risk awareness to take proactive measures to gain the result wanted, backing up the argument being told and adopting A Strategic Approach (The Council on Quality and Leadership, 2021). A standardised method for reviewing the body of research on a potentially contentious topic to decide whether or not a treatment or exposure has an effect may be determined is meta-analysis (Russo, 2007). The primary goal of investigating research issues through mixed methods research is to develop a more comprehensive and in-depth understanding of a subject (Wilkes, N. et al. 2022, p. 529). This is frequently accomplished by having the advantages of one technique offset by the disadvantages of the other methodology. For instance, a lot of questions in quantitative surveys do not permit respondents to elaborate on their responses; however, if a qualitative portion is included, respondents can share their ideas and justifications for selecting a particular response (Wilkes, N. et al. 2022, p. 529). The construction of quantitative scales can be guided by qualitative data obtained through focus groups or qualitative interviews. This technique should provide a more comprehensive instrument that better captures the range of human experiences (Wilkes, N. et al. 2022, p. 530). 
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