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In war, the ethical considerations come second to the imperatives of strategy and military tactics. Discuss.

Throughout history, we have had war, and where there is war there is always a consideration of ethics. However, my goal by the end of this essay is to demonstrate how the ethical issues of war are always placed second in favour of strategy and military tactics. In this essay, I hope to analyse if any ethical considerations were given in World War Two with such topics as the Holocaust and the dropping of the atomic bomb in addition to a few other tactics used. I will also be examining tactics deployed in the Vietnam War with events such as the My Lai Massacre and the use of Agent Orange. Moreover, if ethical considerations were overlooked in favour of strategy and tactics. The that to come
World War 2 was declared in 1939 and ended in 1945, this conflict saw multiple atrocities committed against humanity. However, did they come second to the military tactics and strategy’s imposed? To answer this question, we must first examine the strategies used, the first being Blitzkrieg. This was a strategy used by the Germans and in his book The Blitzkrieg Legend, Karl-Heinz Frieser explains this as a “strategic first-strike capacity, to be created by at least a temporary armament lead over the enemy who was to be attacked by surprise”[footnoteRef:1]. These kinds of tactics would mean that the allied troops would have no time to prepare, in addition to these civilians would also have no time to evacuate which poses a serious ethical issue. In Ethics in Practice: An Anthology, Hugh LaFollette uses the metaphor of a trolly to explain the dangers of this tactic “already in motion it will run over the children …[footnoteRef:2]” which perfectly extenuates the point that the ethical considerations were placed second in favour of this new state of warfare. The end of the war saw  [1:  (Frieser and Greenwood, 2013)]  [2:  (LaFollette, 2014)] 

Another tactic in World War Two was carried out by the Japanese and that was Kamikazeing. Translated to "Divine Wind" it is the deliberate suicidal crash into an enemy, this tactic relied on the loyalty of Japanese students and put them through highly intensive training in his book Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers author Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney recalls his experiences “When my turn came, as soon as I entered the room, I was hit so hard that I could no longer see and fell on the floor[footnoteRef:3]”. Now although published in 2007 so consideration of memory being taken it is still clear that the ethical considerations were placed second by the Japanese in favour of gaining an advantage over America even if it meant torturing its soldiers. The Japanese as [3:  (Ohnuki-Tierney, 2007)] 

Notwithstanding the Germans also implemented the use of concentration camps in addition to death camps, In the Geneva Convention the “Degrading treatment or punishment, torture is a grave breach[footnoteRef:4]” and although Germany did not sign the Geneva Convention this would be considered a War crime but some Nazi leaders were put on trial for their war crimes. The Holocaust spanned from 1941–1945 and was a genocide carried out in an attempt to annihilate the Jewish people. This saw ethical considerations placed second in favour of strategy and not just by the Germans, the allied forces also placed ethics second. The allies made the conscious decision not act upon the discovery of the camps in 1944 subject to having an advantage, in this case, the Nazis were placing a lot of resources and men into the running and sustaining of the camps and they acknowledged that if they were to destroy the camps the soldiers would just go straight to the front lines to fight. In an article written for Geek History Matthew Forbes explains that “The entire machinery of death was carried out exactly the way it was intended[footnoteRef:5]”. This only concludes the result of the end of the war [4:  (Clapham et al., 2015)]  [5:  (Forbes, 2015)] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A key point to be made here about the German’s use of concentration camps is found roughly 40 years before in the Second Boer War. This war saw the British use of concentration camps containing African civilians, now although this is not the first time, we see the use of camps it was the camps used in the Second Boer War that inspired Adolf Hitler. "Hitler himself even said that he copied the idea of exterminating especially women and children in concentration camps from the British concentration camps[footnoteRef:6]” writes Denis Levy. “It was then that concentration camps were invented, The British gave birth to this idea," Adolf Hitler said in a speech given at the Berlin Sportpalast on the 30th January 1940. Therefore, again we see the ethical considerations placed second in favour of the tactics used by the British in the Second Boer War and as a result, arguably gave way to an even bigger lapse of ethical consideration which was the Holocaust. The British no had previously used camps in the Boer War [6:  (Levy, 2018)] 

This is not the only time however the only time that the allies placed the consideration of ethics second in favour of strategy. German U-boats were a major threat in the 1940s as they began attacking allied shipping coupled with the use of U-Boat Wolf Pack Tactics posed a large naval threat. In spite of this, the allied forces derived a way to combat this. The Enigma Machine. With this new way to break the Germans code derived by pioneer Alan Turing saw a major development in British tactics, however, this development also saw the ethical considerations placed second as it also meant the calculation of what ships were saved and which ones were allowed to be destroyed as to avoid the Germans becoming aware that the British had cracked the code. Code was done
In 1945 America dropped the first atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima then later Nagasaki, and these “Two bombings killed between 129,000 and 226,000 people[footnoteRef:7]”. This decision by President Truman saw yet another strategy put first and the ethical considerations placed second.  Peter Kuznick, director of the Nuclear Studies Institute at the American University wrote that "it was not just a war crime; it was a crime against humanity. [footnoteRef:8]" And indeed under the Geneva Conventions “Extensive destruction of property[footnoteRef:9]” is considered a breach which would mean that this strategic decision is considered a war crime, however, America did not sign the conventions so cannot be held responsible. Britain however also played a role in this strategic decision; the Quebec Agreement saw the pooling of American and British resources to create nuclear weapons. In an article published in 2013, it states that "The British government officially expressed its support for using the new weapon against Japan[footnoteRef:10]”.  This shows another placement of ethic consideration second in favour of strategy.  [7:  (En.wikipedia.org, 2019)]  [8:  (EDWARDS, 2005)]  [9:  (International Committee of the Red Cross., 2016)]  [10:  (The Japan Times, 2013)] 

Another example of a war where ethical considerations were placed second in favour of tactics and strategy was the Vietnam war, this war is still the longest war that America has fought to date lasting a total of 19 years. The My Lai Massacre took place in 1968 and saw the slaughter of according to author Kendrick Oliver “Well over 300 residents of the Hamlet lay dead[footnoteRef:11]” This massacre occurred due to the implementation of the strategy known as the Tet Offensive used by the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong against the South Vietnamese. This, however, was not the only time that America placed ethical considerations second during Vietnam. Agent Orange was a form of chemical warfare America carried out in an attempt to defoliate Vietnam’s jungle; however, its actual effect was something else entirely as it contained traces of highly toxic Dioxin and In his book The Vietnam War: An Intimate History, Geoffroy Ward explains that “ Its manufacturers were aware that it contained a toxic chemical … but they kept those facts away from the defence department[footnoteRef:12]” Ward also explains that they were aware that Dioxin caused birth defects as well as other atrocious effects, and despite this knowledge allowed what Ward describes as “twenty million gallons of the herbicide” to be sprayed on the jungle and the Vietnamese people.  [11:  (Oliver, 2006)]  [12:  (Ward et al., 2017)] 

This supports the idea that ethical considerations are placed second to the imperatives of strategy. The Vietnamese suffered heavily according to Professor of History Matthew Lawrence in his book The Vietnam War: A Concise International History “An estimated one million Vietnamese suffered birth defects and illnesses likely attribute to the use of Agent Orange[footnoteRef:13]". Vietnamese civilians were not the only ones affected by the use of this chemical however as the American soldiers that came into contact with the chemical also developed illnesses. In fact, in his book Agent Orange on Trial: Mass Toxic Disasters in the Courts Peter Shuck explains that “In 1978 the veterans sued a number of chemical manufacturers, blaming them for various diseases and traumas … because of the exposure to Agent Orange[footnoteRef:14]”. Yet this was not the only use of chemical warfare used by America as they also used an incendiary mixture called Napalm-B. Napalm was previously used to fuel flamethrowers in World War Two. “Humans caught in the open napalm attacks have little defence. Death occurs not only from burning but also asphyxiation caused by carbon monoxide poisoning[footnoteRef:15]” writes Spencer Tucker on the use of Napalm-B in the Vietnam war. [13:  (Lawrence, 2008)]  [14:  (Schuck, 1987)]  [15:  (Tucker, 2011)] 

To conclude on the question- In war, the ethical considerations come second to the imperatives of strategy and military tactics. Blitzkrieg being the first analysis of tactics used by the Germans in World War Two was similar to the tactics used by the Viet Cong in the Vietnam war, relying on the element of surprise to push the enemy back. However, the ethical considerations of this tactic come second as this tactic relies ongoing upon the enemy’s weak points geographically meaning that the towns that saw these kind strategies applied were often undefended and unarmed. Next saw the analysis of the strategy of Kamikaze used by Japanese soldiers in World War Two, this strategy saw plainly that ethical considerations were placed second and not just for the Japanese soldiers but also for the American soldiers that died as a result of this tactic. Following this saw the analysis of the Holocaust, certainly, this genocide was placed first before any ethical considerations not only on the German front however as the allies also made tactical decisions that came before ethical considerations. In addition to these previous tactics used by the British in the Second Boer War that also saw ethical considerations placed second may have even inspired the Holocaust which only highlights the dangers that not placing ethical considerations first bring. Next saw the analysis of the German's use of U-Boats and their tactics, not only this however as again the allies also made strategic decisions before ethical considerations with the use of the Enigma Machine and the withholding of information from the enemy in favour of the advantage.
 Next the analysis of the use of the atomic bomb and the thousands of innocent Japanese that perished as a result of this decision, this tactic was to gain the “Unconditional surrender of the Japanese” and was certainly placed in front of ethical considerations not just by the Americans as the British signed the Quebec agreement that discloses that both parties need to consent before the use of the weapons meaning that to an extent Britain also placed ethical considerations second to win the war. And finally, the analysis of tactics and strategy used in the Vietnam war. First with the My Lai massacre that saw ethical considerations placed second with the murders of innocent women and children, second with the chemical warfare carried out, for example, Agent Orange that was proven to be dangerous but used despite this to gain an advantage over the Viet Cong killing not only the Vietnamese doing so but also American soldiers. In addition to this, the use of Napalm-B was also another example of ethical considerations placed second in favour of tactics, despite being used to destroy the jungles much like Agent Orange it was also cruelly used to kill civilians. Note that This no the
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